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The French prose romance entitled, " La vie du 

terrible Robert le Diable lequel apres fut nomm^ 
Lomme Dieu," was published in 4to. at Lyons, by 
P.MareaehaIl,inI496. It was followed by an edition 
published at Paris, by Nic. de la Barre, in 1497, like- 
wise in 4to. and which is equally scarce with the pre- 
ceding, as also by another edition in 4to. published at 
Paris, by Jehan Hereof. It was reprinted in the 
BibliothequeBleue, published at Liege in 12mo. 1787, 
previous to which it had been printed k Troyes, 8vo. 
1715 with the title of " La Terrible et merreillense vie 
de .Robert le Diable lequel apres fut Homme de bien," 
a copy of which is in the British Museum, and corre- 
sponds with the present version. There is a French 
Morality in MS. " Comment il fut enjoient k Robert 
" '■ le Diable, fils du Due de Normandie, pour ses Mes- 



"foitesde faire le fol, sang parlez et depuia N. S. 
" eut merci de lui," — Beauchamps Rech. Theat. F. 
p. 109, which doubtless refers to tlie same Robert. 

Of this extraordinary production two translations 
appear to have been published ; one in verse which 
was republished by Mr, Herbert, (8vo. 1798) from a 
MS. formerly in the possession of Mr. Ratcliffe, which 
appears to have been transcribed word for word from 
an edition by Wynkyn de Wordeor Pynson, of which 
Mr. Herbert had seen a fragment consisting of six 
leaves; and one in prose which was printed by Wyn- 
kyn de Worde, and bears evident marks of being a 
direct translation from the Fjench, and not as was 
frequently the case, a reduction of tlie Metrical Ro- 
mance. Of the prose version there is a copy in the 
Ganiclc collection of the British Museum, which wai 
presented to Garrick by Mr. Astell, of Yoxall, in 
Staffordshire, consisting, as Ames describes the copy 
also by Wynkyn de Worde, extant among Bishop 
More's books in the public library at Cambridge, 
(D, 6. 2,) of twenty-nine leaves, but difienng from it 




i wood print of the Sub at the top of 

the page, Wynkyn de Worde at the bottom, and his 
usual device in the centre, is eubstituted in the last 
leaf for llie print of the Vii^n with Jesus in her arms, 
in the Cambridge copy. 

An imitation or reprint of this translation was 
published in 12mo. by James Roberts, and in the 
same year by Nicholas Ling — Herbert vol. iL p. 1033 
— Vol. iii. p. 1341 : and in Bibl. Rawhnsoniana, No. 
331, 22d Jan. 1727-8, is " The famous historical 
" life of Robert II Duke of Normandy, surnamed for 
" his monstrous birth and behaviour, Robin the Divell. 
"4to. Lcmdon, 1599." 

The romance of King Robert of SicUy, (a) from 
which copious extracts are to be found in the 2nd 
vol. of the new edition of Warton's History of Eng- 
lish Poetry and the old English Morality of Robert 

(o) The 59 Cbaplfi of llie Genta Romanoruui containing the 
History of the Empeior JoTiDi&D, which b^ also been made (he 
Bobject of a French Moraliif, ptlnted at Ljdds fiom an ancient 
copy in 15S1, Bvo. with the tille " L'Oi^eil el presomption da 
''EnpereuT J 0Tinian,''i8neiirlj identical with this ramince. 



Ck^Uwhickvaa represented at the High Ctosb^ul- 
Cheater, in 1529, are obviously connected with the 
hero of the present Romance. " Robert of CicyV 
and Robert the Devil," says the ingenious editor, 
of that publication, " though not identical are 
clearly members of the same family, and this poetic 
embodiment of their lives is eyidently the offr^' 
spring of that tortuous opinion so prevalent in 
the middle ages, aod which time has mellowed 
into a vulgar adage, that ' the greater the sin- 
ner the greater the saint.' The subject of the 
latter waa doubtlessly Robert the first Duke of Nor- 
mandy, who became an early object of legendary 
scandal, and the tnmsidon to the same line of poten- 
tates in Sicily was an easy effort when thus supported/ 
The romantic legend of Sir Gowther, recently pub- 
lished in Mr. Utterson's select pieces of early Popu- 
lar Poetry, is only a different version of Robert the 
Devil with a change of scene, names, &c.'' 



ROBERT THE DEUYLL. 



B 




Here begynnetli the lyfe of the mooat mysclieuoiisl 
Robert the Deuyll, whith ivaii afterwardc i;ulled 
the seruant of God. 

It hefel in tyme pust, there ivas a duke in Norumndye 
which was called Ouberte, tlie whiche duke ivas pus- 
synge rjche of goodes, and also vertuous of lyuynge, 
and loncd and dred God above all thyage, and dyde 
grete almcsse dedea, and exceded all other in ryght- 
wyanesae and juatyee, and mooat uheualrouBe in dedea 
of armes and notable actes doyn^. Thia duke helde 
open houae upon a Crystina^ae daye, in a towne whiche 
was called Naverne, upon the Seync, to the whiche 
eourte came all the lordcs and noble blode of Normandy. 
And because thia noble duke waa not maryed, hia lordcB 
nobles with one aaaente beaoiigbt hym to inarye and 
take a nyfe, to thentente that hia ly^rnage myght be 
miillyplyed thereby, and lliat tbey myiflit have a ryghl 



heyre to eoherite bia kiKles after his dyaceyse. To the 
wliyche request this good duke answered aad sayd ' 
" My lordes, ivliat thyn^e that ye tliynke best for me to 
do shall be done, iipoo a condycyon, in that ye wyll that 
I be inaryed, that ye piiruey me a wyfe accordynge to 
myn estate, for and yf I ahol coueyte ony beyre or 
iioblyer of blode that I am myselfc that myghte not 
stand with ryght, and yf 1 take ooe that is not of so no- 
ble an house as I am, that sholde be to me grete shame, 
and all my lygnage; wherefore ine thynke it were better 
that I kepe me as I am, than to do that thynge that 
sholde not be niyne honeale, and afterwarde'repente 
me." Whan these wordes were spoken, and well coO' 
aydered b^ thu lordes that stode there present, ihea 
there rose up a wyse baron and sayd to the duke : "My 
lorde ye speke very wysely, and !yke a noble pryoce, but 
yf it please your hyenesa to gyue audyence and here me 
speke, 1 sjiall shewe you of a eertuyne persone of whome 
ye shall enjoye yourselfe to here of her, and the whyche 
ye shall obteyne I knowe well.'' Than answered the 
duke, and sayd ; " shewe me then who that persone is.'" 
" GracyouB lorde," sayd the baron unto tlie duke, " the 
duke of Boiirgone hath a dougliier whyclie excedethe 
at other in beante, cnrteysc and deboynayre wysdome 
and (food maneres, the whiche ye may have yf ye wyll 
desyre her, for 1 knowe well there wyll no man say naye 
thereto." To the whiehe the good duke answered and 
said, that lady plfiysed hyin ryght well, and that the 
baron had gyveii hyni good and wyse counsel!. And in 



■horCe tyme after that, this lady was demnunded of her 
fader, tbo duke of Bourgone, which gaue hym her wyl- 
lyngly. And then theyr brvdale was kepte honourably, 
which were to lonjfe to write. 

Howe the duke of Normandye with ^retc toyalte 
broughte his wyfe, the doughter of the duke of 
Bnrf^ae, in to Roan in Noriuandye, after be had 
maryed her. 
Aftbh that the forsayd duke had maryed the aayd 
ladye, he brought her ivitb a grete company of baroua, 
knyghtes, and ladyes, with grete tryuniphe and glorye, 
into the lande of Normandye, and in the cyCe of Roau, 
in the whichc cyte she ^vus honourably receyued, and 
with grete melodye ; and there was grcte ainyte betwene 
the Bourgonyona and tlie NormanK, which I iete passe 
for to come the soncr to my mater. The forsayd iluke 
and duchesse lyued logyder tbe space of xriii yere with< 
out any childe. Whether it were Godde'a wyl it sholde 
be BO, or it were thniglie thevr own defaulte, I can not 
juge, for it were better other whyle that soice people 
had no chyldeme, aod olao it were better fur the lader 
and the moder to gete no chyldren, theune to lacke of 
chaatysynge, tbe chyldreo and fader and nioder aholde 
al goto the deuyll : yet was this duke and duchesae 
deuout people, which loved and drede God, and gave. 
grete atmesse ; and what tyme this duke vrolde meddle 
with hia lady, be euer prayed to God to sende hym a 
chylde, to honoure and scrue God, and to mullyply and 



fortyfy his lynage ; but notber with prayer nor witfa 
almease liedes this guod duke and ducheasc could gete 
no chyldren. 

Hmv upon a tyme this duke and duche^se walked alone, 
sore com plan yDg« the ouetu the other that they coade 
have no cliyliie togyder. 
Upon a tyme this duke and duchesse iralked, and 
the duke began to ahewe his mynde to his ladye, saynge, 
" Madame, we be uot fortunate in ao much that we can 
gete noo chyldren ; and they that made the maryage 
betwene us bathe they dyde grete synne, for I beleae 
and ye had lieen geuen to an other man, ye sholde haue 
had chyldren, and I also yf 1 liad an other ladye," This 
lady understood bis sayenge : she answered softly, saynge 
thus : " Good lorde, we must thanke God of that whiche 
he sendeth us, and take it pacyently of what so euer 
it be," 

How Robert the Dcuyll ivaa conceyued, and how his 

moder gaue hyui to the deu)ll in Ilia concepcyon. 
Tbk duke upon a tyme rode oute ati bounty ng in a 
grete angre and pensyfness, for thought that he coulde 
haue no chylde, sore complanynge, saynge to hyniselfe, 
I see many women haue many feyrc chyldren in whiche 
they enjoy gretely, by which I se, vrcl that 1 am haled of 
God, and meniayle it is that I fall not in dyspare, for it 
greueth me so sore at my herie that I cao geto ao chyl- 
dren. The deuyll, which is alwaye redy to deceyue man- 



kynde, tempted the good duke, and troubled his mynde 
so that he wyst not iviiat to do nor any. Thus nioued, 
lie Icfc his huuEvDge iiiid wctitc home to his palayes, 
where he founde his ludye al^u vexed and moued. As 
he came home he take lieriii Mt; armcs, and kyssed her, 
and dyde his will with her, sayenge his prayers to uur 
Lorde in this wyse ^ " Ol Lord Jhexu, I beseche the 
that 1 may get a i^hylde, at this houre, by the whiche 
thou moyst be honoured an4 served." But the ladye 
being so sore raoued, spake thus folyahly, and said; 
" In the deuyle's name be it, in so inuehe as Gixl hath 
not the power that I (.'Dnceynej and yf 1 be conceyued 
with chyldc in this houre, I gyve it to the devyl], body 
and joulc " And ibia same houre that this duke and 
duchea were thus moued, the sayd ladv was conceyued 
with a man chylde, whiehc in his lyfwroughte moche 
myschefe, ua ye shall here after this, but afterwards he 
was converted, and dyde grete penance, and dyed a holy 
man, as is shewed here after. 

How Robert the Deuyll was borne, and what grete 

payne his moder sufTred in hys byrlhe. 
This duthesse, as we haue herd before, ivaa eon- 
ceyued with the foraayd chylde, which she bare ix 
monethes as comonly wotnciL goo with chylde ; and yc 
may well perccyue that this lady coude not be delyuered 
without grete payn, for she traueylled more than a 
monetb, and yf good prayers had not been, and alinesee 
dedca, good iverkea, and grete jienance done for lier, slie 



bad Aejed of chylde, for all the ladyes and gentyl- 
women that there (werel with her wened, ahe wolil have 
perysshed and deyed in irauaylynge. Wherfora they 
were gretly abasslied and aferde with the merueylouse 
noise and tokena tliat they herde and ae in the hyrth of 
the said Robert the Deuvll, in that whan this cliylde 
was borne, the sky ivaxed as darke as thouf^h it had 
been nyghte, as it is shewed in olde cronycles, that it 
thondreth and lyghteneJ so sore, that Tiien thought the 
firmament tiad been open, and all the worlde eholde 
haue perysahed. And there blewe aoo moche wynde 
out of the iiii quarters of the ivorlde, anil ivas such 
Gtomie and tempest, that at the hous trembled so sore, 
th^t it ahoke a frrete pece of it to the erth, in so moche 
that all they that were in the houa wened that the 
worlde had been at an cnde, and that they, wth the 
house and all, sholde hauc aonken. But in ehorte tyme 
it pleased God that all this trouble ceaaed, and the 
weder clered up, and the ehylde was brought to chyrcll 
to be erysleoed, whicbe ivai named Robert. This 
childe was large of stature at hia byrtlie and he had 
been a yere old, whereof the people had g-rete wonder; 
and as this cbylde ivas a berynge to the chirche to be 
crystued and home ayenet, it neuer ceased ciyenge and 
houlynge. And in shorle space he had longe teeth 
wberwilh he bote the norshea pappee in such wysCi 
that there was no woman durst gyue hym souke, for he 
bote off the hedea of theyr brestes ; wherefore they were 
fayne to K^"^ ^y^ souke and to brynge hym up with an 



home. And whan be ivas twelve iDDoeth olde, he coude 
speke and go alone better than other chyldme that ivcre 
thra yera old- And the elder that lliis chylde Robert 
waxed, more curstcd ; and there was no man that coude 
role hyin : and whan he foundc or coude come by ony 
chyldme he smote and bote and cast stones at them, 
and brake Iheyr armes and leffgea and neckea, and Bcratte 
out theyr eyen owt of theyr hedes, and therein was all 
his delyte and pleasure. 

How all the chyidren with one asaente named (his 

chylde Boberte tiie Deuyll. 
This chylde \tithin fewe yeares grewu maruayloualy, 
and more and mare encreaed of all, and boldness, and 
shrewdness, and set by no correccyoii, but was euer 
amyttynge and tastynge, and cursed dedes doynge. 
And some tyme there gadred togyder all the boyea nf 
the strete to fyghte with hiiii, but whan they se hym 
they durst not aliyde liym, but cryed one to another, 
" Here cumeth the wode Robert !" an other many cryed, 
" Here cometh the enrsed madde Robert !'' and some 
cryed, " Here eometh Riibert the Deuyll !" and thus 
eryeage they voyded all the stretes, for they durst not 
ahyde and loke hym in the face, and forthwith the chyl- 
drne that knewe hym with one apsent called hym Roberte 
the Deuyll, whiehe name he kepte durynge bis lyfe, 
and shal do as louge as the world standctli. Whan this 
chyld was seuen yere old or there aboute, the duke his 
;rseyngeaad consyderynge hia wycked condycyons. 



called bym aud sayd uiitu hym tlius, " My eone me 
thyncke it necessary and tyrae, for me to gete you & 
wyse scole niayeter, lo lerne vertues and doctrine, for 
ye be of age ynoughe,'' and whaa tbe duke hat) thiia 
gayd, be betoke hia suae to a ^ood-dyscreL and wyse 
scale mayster to rule and lecLe hym all good condy- 
cyons and maners. 

How Robert kylled bis acole uiaystcr. 
It fell upon a daye that his scolc inayster sbolde 
chastyse Robert and noulil bave made hym to have 
lefte his cui'sed codycynus, but Robert gate a murderer 
or bodkin, and thrast his inayster in the bely that hit 
guttea fell at his fete, and fio feU downe deed to the 
erth, and Robert threw his boiic ayenst tbe wallea U 
despyte of his mayster saynge thus now haue 1 tauj[hle 
the that never preate, nor clerke sbal correct me, nor 
be my mayster. And from thcns forth tlii-re coude no 
niayeter be founde that was ao bolde to take in hando 
to tecbe and corrccte this Rolierte, but were glad to let 
hym alone and bave kia owne wayes, and he put hym- 
selfe 1« uyce and myschefe, and to no maoer of vertue 
nor grace, nor wolde he lernc for no man lyuynge, but 
mocked both God and holy cbyrche. And when he came 
to the cburche and founde the prestes, and elarkes 
syngyoge Goddes aeruyce, he came preuely behyud 
themj and caste aaheu or duste in tbeyr moutbes iu 
dygpyte of God. And when he sawe any body in the 
chyrcbe besv in thcyr prayers he wolde cotne behynde 



them, and gyue them a aowee in the necke that Iheyr 
bedea kyused llie ground in bo moche that enery body 
cursed hym for ilia wyeked dedea doynge. And the 
duke his fader seyn^e his myacheuoua dyspocysyou 
and cursed lyfe of his aane, he was so angry with hym- 
selfe, that he wyshcd hymself many tymes deile and out 
of the worlde. And the duthese in lykewyae was gretly 
moued and muehe soroivefull by cawse of the niysche- 
uons lyfu of her sone, aaynge in this wyse, " My lord 
our sone is nowe of sufficient age and able to here armes, 
wherefore me thynke ii iveri; best that ye made hym 
knyght if than lie wolde remenibre thordre of knygiit- 
hode whereby he myght leve hia wyckednea." The duke 
was here ivithall contctii:. And Robert had uc that 
tjrme but eyghtene yere of Hgc. 

How Robert the DeuyJl was made knyght by the duke 

his fader. 
This duke assembled upon a Lye feast of Whitsontyde, 
all-his barons and nobles of his lan<!e, and the next of 
his kyn and frendea, in the presence of whome he 
called his sone to hym aaynge thus, '/ Herkc my sons 
Robert, and take hede what I shall tell you, it ia so that 
by thaduyee of my counsell and good frendes, I am now 
aduysed to make you a knyght, to thenteut that ye 
with other hnyghtes to hauuce chevalrye and knyghte^ 
condyeions, to ihentenle that ye shall leve and forsake 
your uyces and moost hatful! lyf." Robert lierynge 
this, answered hia fader, " I shall do your comandmcut 



hut DS for tlie orilre of knyghlhode 1 set iiothynge 
therel>y, for there is no dcgre shall cause me leve my 
condyuyona noruhaunge my lyfe, for I am not in that 
myiide to ilo no lieCEer than I have dune hetherCo, nor 
to amende for uo man lyuyngie." It was the costome 
of that lanile. that on Whitsonyglit the chyrche ehold 
be watcbeH. nnd tended ivilh moehe people, aud theder 
cam Riiliert like a madtnan, and overthrowynj^e al them 
tliat came in his waye feryngc notlier Uod nor tbe 
Deuyll, and he was never styll of all the nyght, and in 
the moruyoge whan it was day [lui)erl was maile knyj^ht. 
Then this duke comavnded a tournament to be made 
in the which the said Rohert wrought maysCyea, and 
dyde ineruaylous dedea of armes, in kyllyn^ and 
beryn^'e downe hors and man, no luan refusyoge nor 
feryinge. Of aome he brake armea and some legges, 
and bare thera Ihorowe and kylleil them out of hande ; 
from hym went, none unmarked in whiche iustynge 
Boliert' kylled x horses: the duke herynge how bis sone 
myscheued and murdred all that came in his haudes 
be went hymself iutu the tournament and comaunded 
upon a frrete paync to sease and rcn no more; then 
Robert rored for anger as he had ben wode and wolde 
not obeye his faders comaundement but abode Btyl in 
the fylde smytynge some that he kylled of the muate 
valiauntes that (hetber were comen to touniaye, than 
euery man cryed upon Robert to sease, but it auayled 
not, for lie wolde not cease for no man, nor was there 
nn man ao holde lo encounire bym, for bycause that he 



was 80 stronge lliis Robert dyde so moclie myacliefe 
that all the people were iu a rore. and assembled all 
with one assent iii a grete an^a and runne to the duke 
complaynynge, saynge thus : " Lorde, ye be greteiy to 
blame that ye suffre your BOue to do as he dolhej we 
beaeche yow for goddea sake to fynrie some remedye for 
hym, to cause hyin to aease or leue his mysrule. 

of 



How Robert the Deuyll rode about the 

NormaDdy, robbynge, stelyoge, inorderyoge, : 
brenoynge chyrchcs abbayes and other holy pU 



od 



yn 



and snppreasyon done by Robert, and styll was doynge 
ihoroweout all the countree. One sayd," My lorde youre 
sone hatlie forsed my wyfe,'' another aayd, " he hath 
ranvshed my doiighter," Ih". other sayd, " he hath stolen 



u 

inj goodea, and robbed my houa ;" and other eayd, ' 
hath n-ouoded me to dcth," ivitk many semblable 
offences. Thus lay they grcuously complaynyog-e before 
the good duke, that grete pytc it \< 
the good duke herynge the greuous and lamentable 
complaynlcsi of the great miirdre done by Robert his 
aooe, ihorou^hout all the lande of Kormande. Than 
his herte was suppreaaed ivitli so grete ! 
thought that the salt terea breate oute of his eyen, and 
he wepie tenderly and aayd ; " O ryghl wyse God 
creatoure of heaven and erth, I haue so many tymes 
prayed ye to aende me a cliylde and all my delyte 
to haue a aone, to the entente that 1 myght of hym 
have gi'ete joye, and solace. And now haue I ( 
whiche doth ray herte soo mocbe payne, aoro 
thought that I wote in no wyae what to begyn, n 
nor aaye thereto, but good Lorde onely I crye upon tbe 
for helpc, and remedye to be a lytel releaaed of my 
{layne and aoro we 

How the duka sent out men of armes for to take 

Robert liis aoiii;, whiche Roberte tokc them all, and 

put out tlieyr eyen in dyapyte of his ftidcr, and senta 

them ao home agayne. 

Thrrg was a knyjjht of the Dukes houa, irhiche pcT' 

ceyued that thia good duke was very soroivfuU and 

peuayfc, and kucwe uo remedy j then this knyght spake 

and sayd tohyui; " My lorde, I wolde aduyse you to 

aende for your sone Robert and let hym be brought to 




your presence, and there before your nobles, and aexte 
frendes to rebuke hym, and than coiuniBuod hym to 
leue hya cursed lyfe, and yf he wyll not, ye to do 
justice upon hym a« on a Btrauno-e man r hereto the 
duke consented, nud thought the knyi;lit iraue hym 
e;aod counsell, and iuconty^ent he aente out men to 
aeke Robert, and in any wyse they to bryiige hyu to hys 
presence : this Robert, herynge of the eoinplaynica 
mnAe of all the people upon hym unto hia fader, and 
that his fader had sent out men to take hym, wherefore 
all them that he coude gete, he put out theyr eyen, and 
so he toke the men that his fader sende for hym, and 
put out theyr eyeu in deapytc of his fader ; a^d whan he 
liad thui blynded liia fader's seruauutea, he aayd to 
them in mockynge, " Syrs, nowe shall ye slepe the 
better; go now home to my &der, and tell hym that 
1 set lytel by hym, and bycause he seadeth you to 
brynge me to hym, therefore to hya dyapyte 1 have put 
out yotir eyen." These puore seruauules ivhiche the 
duke had sent for, Robert his soiie came home ivith 
grete payne and in grete heuynesae saynge thus : " O 
ffood lorde ae hoive youre aone Robert that ye dyde 
send ua for hath arayed us, and blynded us." The good 
duke aeyngE his men in this case, he waxed rery angry, 
and full of yre and began to coinpasse in his mynde hotv 
uud by what meanea he myght come by to take Robert 



How the duke of Normandy made a proclamBtion 
thrughout his tande, hoiv men sholde take Robert 
hU gone, with al bia company, and bryage them 
eFerychone to prysnn." 
Than spake a wyse lorde, sayinge thus, " my lorde 
take noo more thought for ye shall never ae the day 
that Robert your soue wyll eouie in your presence 
mocLe, as he haili done so ,^etB and greuouse offences 
to your coraons, and your omie messengers that ye 
sende for hym; but it ivere of necessite for you 
correct and punyaahe hym for hys grete offences, that 
he dayly doth, and hatb done, for we fynde it wryten 
that the lawe byndeth you llierto-'' The duke ivyllyngt 
to accomplyahe the councel of Lis lordea eende oul 
mcBsangers in all the hast, unto all the portes, good 
townes and barons, throughout all hia dukedoine < 
mandynge on hia bchalfe all shryues, baylufes, or other 
offycera to doo theyr uttcrmoost dylygence to take 
Robert his sone prysoncr and to holde and kepe bym 
surely in pryson with all bis company and affinyte. 
Whan Roberte herde of this proclamation, he with all 
hia company were sore aferde of the dukes malyce and 
whan Robert ae this be was almost out of hie wyt for 
wode angre and wbeted hye teeth lyke a bore, and 
Bware a grete othe liayngc thus, " that he wolde have 
open ivar with hia fader, and subdewe and spyll all bis 
lordshyppe," 



How Robert made hym a Btronj? hous in a darke 
thycke wyldernea where he wrought rayscheff without 
comparysoD aad aboue aX meaure or nulural reason. 
Thus whan Robarle herde and knewe ot the foraayd 
thynges, he lele make in a thycke wylde foreale a 
stronge house, whereia he made his dweUynge place 
and this place was wylde and strong, and more 
meter fur wylde beestes, thau for any people to abyde 
in, and there llobert assembled nod gadered for hia 
cotiip:»iy, all the inoost myscheuouste aad falsest theues 
that he coude fynde or heere of in his faders lande, 
to \»ete morderers, theues, etreterobers, rebellea, bren- 
nera of chyrches and houses, forsers of women, robbera 
nf chyrches, and the inoost wyckeste and curaeste 
theues that were under the sone, Robert had f^dered 
to doo hym seruyce wherof he was Capylayue, and in 
the foraayd wyldernease, Robert wyth hia company 
dyde so mocbe myschefe, that no tonge can tell, he 
mordred marchauntes, and all that came by the waye,' 
no man durst loke out, nor come abrode for fere of 
Robert and his company, of whomc every man was 
aferde, for they robbed all the countree, in ao mocbe,' 
that no man durst loke out, but ihey ivere kylled of 
Robert or his men, also poore pelgremea that went on 
pelgremage were murdered by Robert and his company, 
in so mocbe, that euery man fledde from them, lyke 
as the shepe fledde from the wolfc ; for they were as 
wolues wwynge, aleyinge all that they ooude corae by. 
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and thua, Robert and bis company ledde aa ungracious 
lyfe ; aho he was a grete ^lutiea of etyoge and drynk- 
ynge, and neuer fastynge, though it were neuer so 
grete a ftstynge daye. In Lente, or on Yniber dayesj 
he ete flesshe-, aa well on Frydayea aa on Sondayes ( but 
after he had done all this myscbefe, he euffred grete 
payne, an hereafter ye ahal here. 

How Robert the Deuyll killed Tii heremyteB. 
It befell upon a tyme that Robert, whit'he euer 
l^yned and atudyed to his mynde howe and by what 
meane he might doo muuet myachefe and inurdre, s 
had beu erer accustomed before he rode out of bia bona 
ortheuyshc neate to seke his pray, and in themyddel of 
the wode he sawe vii hooly hereniytcs, to whome he 
rode aa faate as he coulde with hia swerde redy drawen, 
lyke a man oute of his mynde, and there he slewe this 
Tii heremytea, the whiehe were bolde and good men, 
but they were ao vertuous and holy, that ibey suSVed 
the marCerdome for the loue of God. And tvhan he had 
alayne these vii devout men, he epake ia mocka^, and 
sayd : " 1 haue founde here a neale of a many pope hoi; 
horaona whome 1 baue shauen them crouoea : 1 trowe 
they be drookc ; they were wonte to kneke upon theyr 
knees, and now they lye upon theyr backea." There 
dyde Robert a cursed dedc and blode ahcdynge, in 
ipyte of Ood and holy chyrche ; and after that he haddt 
done this myacheuoua dede he rode out of the wode 
lyke a deuyll out of hellc, semynge ivorse thenne wode. 



and bis clothes were all dyed rede with tlie blode of the 
people thai he had tnurdred and slayiie, and thus arayed 
he rode oner the feldes, and clotheB, haiides, face, all 
were rede of the blode of the holy heremytea, wliiche 
he bad so pyleuusly murdred io the wytderncssc. 

How Robert the Deuyll rode to his moder the ducheise 
ofNormaDdye, beynge in the t-astell uf Darques: 
«he ivas come to a fcstG' 
Robert rode ao ferre and ao lon^e, that he came to the 
cflstell of Darques ; but he mette before with a ahyp- 
herde which had tolde hym that bis moder the duchesee 
eholde came uf the sityd caatell to dyner, and so he rode 
theder. But wfaiiu Robert carae there, and the people 
se hym come, they rantie swaye frame hym, tyke the 
hare fromc the houndee j one ratine and sbette hym in 
hy« house, an other raune into the diyrche for fere. 
Robert seyn^e this, that all tlie people Bed from hym 
for fere, he began to syp-h in his herle, and aayd to 
hymself, — I Almyglity tiod, how may this be, that 
erery man thus fleeth from me 1 Nowe I perceyue that 
I am tbe moost myscheuouste and the moost curaedeit 
wretche of this worlde, for I sente better to be a Jewe 
or a Sarasyne, than aiiy Crysten man, and T se wel that 
I am worate of all yll. Alas ! sayd Robert the Deuyll, 
I may well hate and curee myne ungracyous uud cunted 
lyfe, wherfore 1 am worthy to he hated of God asd the 
worlde. In this minde and heuynease came Robert to 
A castell gate, and lyghte downe from bis borae, but 
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there was no man that dnrate abyde abont hym, nor 
come Dyghe hym to liolde his horae ; and he hadde no 
seruBute to aerue hym, but let liie horae staadc there at 
the gate, and dreive oat of his swerde, wbiche was all 
blodjr, and im-onlynente tokc the waye unto the halle, 
where the ducbesse his moder waa- VVhao the duchesse 
8Bwe Robert her sjniie come in this wyse, with a blody 
Bwerde in his hande, she was aore aferde, and wolde 
taaue flede a way frome hym, for she knewe wel hia con- 
dyeyoDS, Robert, aeynge that euery body dyde flee 
from hym, and that bis owne moder wolde haue fledde 
in lykewyae, he called unto her pyteoualy afarre. ,and 
aayd ; " Swete lady moder, be not aferde of nie, but; 
stande atyl tyl I baue spoken with you, and flee not, 
from me in the worshyp of Cryates piiasyon.", Thui 
Roberie's herte heynge full of thoujfht and repentauDce,' 
wente nygher her, saynge Ibua : " Dere lady moder, I 
praye and requyre you (ell me how and by what maneT 
or wherby cometh it that I am sao vycyous and curat<^ 
for I knowe wel I haue it other by you or of my fader;, 
wherefore incootynent I hertly deayre and praye yott 
that ye shewe me the Iroutb hereof." 

How the Duehesse desyred Robert her sone to smyte of 
her hede, and than she tolde hym howe she had 
gyuen bym to the deuyll in hia concepcyon. 
Thk ducheaae had gretly meruaylynge whan she berde 
her Bone speke these wordes ; and piteously wepynge, 
with a soiToivful herte aayoge thus to bym : " My dere 



gone, I requyre you heitly that ye wyll emyte of my 
heed." This sayd the lady, for very grate pyte Ihmt 
she had upon hyiu, for bycause alie hid gyuen hym to 
the deuyll in his coDuepcyon. Robert anawerde hia 
moder with an hevy and a pyteous chere, eaynge thus ; 
" O ! dere moder, why sholde I do so, that so njoche 
myschefe liave doni:, and this sholde be the worste dede 
that euer I dyde ; liut I praye you to shewe me that I 
desyre to wete of you." Then the duchease, herynge 
his hertcly deayrc, tolde unto hyin the cauae why he 
was so vicious and full of myschefe, acd how she gaue 
hym to the deuyll in his concepcyon, herselfe iiiys- 
praysynge, aayd thus unlo Roberte: "Ol aonne, I am 
the moost unfortunate ivoman lyuyuge, and 1 knowledge 
that it is all my faute that ye be soo cursed and wycked 
a teuer. 

How Robert the Deuyll toko leue of his moder. 
Robert hcryoge hia modere saynge he fell downe to the 
erthe into a awone, for very grete sorowe and laye styll 
a longe whyle, than he reineued agayne and came to 
hymself and be^n bytterly to wepe, and complaynei 
saylige thus. " The fendes of hell be «ith greie 
dylygence to app lye they ra to gete and haue my body 
and soule, but nowe from thia tyme forthe, 1 forsake 
theym all theyr werke, and wyll neuer do more harme 
but good, and amende my lyfe and leue my syues and 
du penaunce therefore," than after thia Robert spake to 
hia moder, the whiche was in grete eorowe, and heuy- 



aeese sayoge thus: "O moosi reuerente lady oioder, 1 
heriely be«eche and requyre yon that it wilde plea 
you to bane me recommauaded unto my foder; for I 
wyll take the waye to Rome to be asaoyled of my synnes, 
TThicheareiDnumemMcand to ab homy □ able to recouiite- 
Therefore I wytl oeuer slepe one nygbt there I slepe 
BD other tyll I come at Rome, aad god wylL 

Howe Robert departed from hiB moder, and rode into 

the ivyldernease where lie founde hia companye. 
HouKRT in j;rete haste lyght upon his horse and rode- 
lo the wode where he had lefle his companye the wluche 
he fnunde. The ducheaae made gretc lanientacyon for 
her none Robert, whiche had taken hia leiie of her, and 
sayd many tymes to herselfe, " Alu what ahall I do 
for it is all my fautc that Robertc my eone hath dom 
10 moche myscbefe ;" and in the meaue whyle that the 
duchesae made this sorou'e and bewayllynge for her 
gone Robert, in came [he duke into the chambre, and u 
soone as she sawe hym she began to tell hym of bis 
gone Robert pyteouely wepynge j she wynge hym what 
he had sayd and done, than the got^ duke axed whether 
Robert were disposed to leue hia vycyous lyfc, and yC 
he were eory for his grete offences, "Ye my 1orde"Bayd 
she, " he ia sore repentauncc :" then began the Duke sore 
to Bygb, and sayd, "Alas ii is all in vayne, 
Robert thynkcth to do, for 1 here be. ^ball neuer have 
poiver to make reatylycyon of the hurles and harmea the 
whiche he hathe doonc iu hia lyfe, but 1 beseche 
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Almyghty God to prolonye hie lyfe, and sende hym t. 
respyte that he may amende his lyfe, and do penauDce 
for his syanes. 

How Robert the Deuyll told« bis company be wolde goo 

to Rome far to be assoyled of hie synnes. 
Now is Robert come agayne to his companye whiche 
he fouode ayttyn^e at dyoer, and whan they eawe hym 
they rose up and dyde Iiym reuerence ; tban Robert 
Ue^^n to rebuke tbeym for theyr vycyoos lyuyuge 
Bayynge thus, " My welbeloued ftlowea, I reqiiyre you 
in the reuerence of God, that ye wyll herken, and take 
hede to this that I shall shewe you, ye knowe ivell how 
that we haue tedde hetherCo an ungracyoua and moost 
iiycyouK lyfe, robbed and pylled chyrches, forced women, 
riuysshed maydena, robbed and kylled marchauntes, 
We have robbed and kylled nounes, holy auukers, 
preestea, clerkes, and many other people wilhoat 
nombre haue we murdred and robbed, wherfore we 
be in the waye of endles dampnacyou, except that 
God haue mercy upon us. Wherefore I requyre you 
ererychone for goddea sake that ye wyll chanoge your 
opynyon, and leue your abhomyuable synoes, and do 
penaunces therefor for I wyll goo to Rome to be 
alu^en and to haue penaunce for my aynnes." When 
Robert thus had eayd, one of the theues rose and sayd 
to his companye in inock^e, "Nowe Syr», take hede 
the foxe wyll be au aunker for he begynneth to preche, 
Siobtrt mocketh fast with us, for he is our captayne. 
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and dotli more karme &lone than tJl we do, liow thynke 
ye wyll he be longe thua holy." Yet «ayd Robert, 
" Gentyll felawea I praye you for goddes sake leue 
vour condycynns, and thynke od our soule, and do 
penauDce for your moost feUeat atynkynge synnes, and 
crye upon oure Jorde for mercy and forji'euenesse, and 
he wyl foi^eue you.'' Whan Robert bad aayd thus, than 
spake to hym one of the theues and sayd, " I praye 
yOD mayster be iu pease, for it auayJeth not what ye 
saye, ye do but spende your tyme in wa«t, for I nor in; 
compauye wyll not amende our lyfe for no man 
lyuynge," And all his eompanye commended his 
aaynge, and sayden all with one voyee, " He saytti 
trewe, for and we sholde dyp, we ivyll not leue our 
fllde condyeyona and cursed lyfe, hut and yf we haue 
done moche hurte hetherto we wyll do moche more 
hereafter. 

How Robert the Deuyll kylled all liis eompanye, 
RonaRT herynge the faate and wyeked opynyon and 
myaeheuous purpose of hia company waxed angry, and 
thought yf they remayne and abydi; atyll here, they 
wyl doo grete myschefe and murdre, but he wente 
preuely unto the dore aod .sliyle it fast, and gate a 
grate alaffe and layde one of the theues on the hede 
that he fell doivne deed to ihc erth. And ao he serued 
one aftej an other, tyll he hadde kylled them everyehone, 
thenne sayd he thus to them, " Syrs, 1 haue rewarded 
you after your deserte, and by canae ye bare done me 



d'seniyse, I haue g'yuen jou good waives, for who- 
aoner aerueth a good mayster he is lyke to hsue good 
wages." Whan Robert thus had done he wnlde have 
breole the lious, but he fonsydereii tbe ^reat ([Ood that 
waa theriE, wherfore he let it stanile, arid shylte faate 
the dorea about and locked them, and brought aivaye 
the keye with hym to hia fadere. 

How Robert the Deuyll eenle the keye of his cliefe 
hous or theuysHhe lodgyage to his faders the duke of 
Normandye, and hoiv he wente to nome. 
Than whan Robert bad done all that said is, he looke 
up his hmde and blessed bym, and rode througli the 
forest the neere wave to Rome. Robert rode that daye 
so long tyll that the nyght catue on, and ivas passynge 
sore and hongred, for he had eten no mete of all that 
daye, and forluned to come rydynge by an Abbaye, 
whyche he bad many tymes robbed, and the abbote was 
his kynnegsmaD, and Robert rode in tn this abbaye and 
sayd neuer a worde, but whan the monkei ee Robert 
come they were aferde, and raniie awaye, saynge one to 
another, " Here tometh the ungracyous Robert, the 
Deuyll hath brought him hether.'" Whan Robert 
herde this, and se thetn all renrie awaye frome him, 
than bis sorowe begun to rcncwe, and sayd in himself 
in sore syghynge and sorowfuU herte ; " I inay well 
bate my cursed lyfe, foreuery man flceth fromine, and I 
haue spent my tyme ungnicyously, and in euyll and 
^uned werkea," and there withall he rode atreyghl 
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in the chyi'che dore and q Ijighte done from his hone, 
deuoutely sayirge bis prayers to Gctd in this wyse. "0 
Lord Jheau 1 moost aynfull wretche and veesell of all 
(tynkynge synnes. I praye the that thou wylte haue 
mercy od me and preserue and kepe me from all daun- 
f«r» and peryll.'' And then he wente and spoke to the 
abbotte and ototikes ao sweiely and bo peteoasly and 
amyably that they be^ati to go toivarde hym, to whom 
Hoherte aayd peteoualy, wepynge knelynge on his knees. 
" My lorde I knowledge myself that I haue greuously 
offended you, and haue grete hanne and injurye unto 
yonr abhay. Wherfore 1 retjuyre and praye you in all 
the bono ore nfCrystea passyon of forgyuenease." And 
than he spake to the Abbote in thys wyse, " My Lorde 
abboti 1 praye you hertely haue me recomaunded to my 
lorde my fader the dnke of Nomiandye, and delyuer 
hym this keye of the chefe hous where I haue dweUed 
with my companye, the whiche I banc all slayne to 
thentent that they aholde do no more harme, and in the 
hous lyetb all the goodes and Ireeoure that I hau« 
stolen from you and other men, wherfore I am ryglit 
sory, and 1 beaeecbe you of forgyaenesse, and I pr»y 
you that this good may be rendrcd agene unto anch 
people 89 they haue belongynge to before." Robert 
abode that oyght in the abbay, but in the momyngB 
erly he weole thens and left behinde hym his horse and 
his Bwerde where withall he had doone grete myschefe- 
And so be went alone towards Rome. And on the eame 
daye rode the Abbote to the Duke of Normandye, and 



le hym the keye that Robert had delyuered hym, and 
lold the duke how he was gone to Rome, Thaa the 
duke gaue &1] the poor people theyr goodes a^en that 
they lost hofor as ferre as it coiide be founde in the 
hous. We wyll sease of (he Duke and the Abbott, and 
tpeke of Robert whiche gotU to Rome warde alone, with 
grete devocyon. 

How Robert came to Rome for remyaeyon of hia 
synnes. 
Robert went so longe ouer hyllcs and dales alone, tyll 
at Idfit with grete payne and pouerte he came to Rome 
in to the cyte, upon a, shere Thuradaye at oyght, and 
on the Frydaye after, the pope hymsclfe sayd the deuyne 
aeruyce, ax the custom was in saynt Peter's chyrche ; 
and Robert presed fast to have coraen to the pope, but 
the pope's eeruantes ae that Robert preaed so sore to 
come to the pope, ihey smote hym, and bad hym goo 
back ( but the more they smote hym, the more ho 
presed and thronge to gette nygh the pope, and so at 
last he gate to hym, and fell doune on hia kneea at the 
feet of the pope, eryenge with a loud voyce, aaynge 
thus ; " O ! holy fader, haue mercy on me [" and thua 
laye Robert eryenge longe, whyle the people that were 
by the pope were angry that Robert made suche a noyae, 
and wolde haue dryuen hym Ihcns, but the pope seynge 
Robert's grete deayre, had pyte upon hym, sayd to the 
people, " Late hym alone, for in edl that I can ae he 
liath grete deuocyon-'' Wherefore the pope commaiinded 



them all to bolde their p 



, that be mygkt the better 



here and nnileratande Robert. Than aayd Robert lo 
the pope in thii^ inaoDer ^ " O [ holy fader, 1 am the 
mooEi and the jfretesle ayner of all the worlde !" The 
pope toke Robert up by llie hande, and sayde to hyni : 
" Good frende, what ia your desyre, and What eleth yon 
to make all this noyse ?" Than sayd Robert : " 1 holy 
fader, I besecbe you lo here my confesayon, for 1 be 
not by you assoyled, I am dampned worlde withouten 
ende, for it ia iiieruayle that the dcuyll bere me not 
awaye body and aoule, eeynge the foule innumerable 
ayune that I am laden and bounden tvithall more than 
ony man lyuyn^ ; and in sao inuche that ye are he that 
gyeuth heipe and coinforte to them that haue nede, 
therefore I humbly besecbe you for the passyon of our 
Lorde Jheau Cryat ta here and purge me of my abho- 
mjinable eyiities, wlierby 1 am deceued and departed 
from al the joyea of heuen, and I am wore than aJewe." 
The pope herynj^e Ibis, dcmed and thought in hymaelfe 
whether thia were Robert the Deuyll, Bud axed hym, 
" Sonc, be ye Robert the whiche I haue herde ao moehe 
■pekynge of, the whiche is worst of all men." Than 
Bobert answered and aayd, " Ye,'' Than the pope 
sayd ; " 1 ivyll assoyle you, but I conjure you in the 
name of God that ye do no man harme." The pope and 
aU that were alioute hyin were aferde to luke upon 
Robert. Robert fell on his knees with great deuocyon 
and repentaunce of hys synncs, sayng-e, " Holy fader, 
nay ae loDge as 1 lyue 1 promyse Ood and hia blessed 
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moder I wyll neuer liurle Cryaten creature.'' Thau 
inconlf nent the pope toke Roburt apartc, and herde hii 
COnfeseyoD, to whome Robert shrowe hioi deuuutly, 
shewynge how hia moder hod gyueii hym to tU« deuyll 
lu his concept yon, wherof the pope was sore aferde. 

How the pope aenle Robert thre myle without Roma to 

au holy heremyte. 
The pope this herytige was grctly abasshed, andblessyd 
hym, and sayd to Robert : " My dere sone, ye muste 
goo thre myle withont the ton'ne, and there ye shall 
fynde an heremyte ivhiche ia my gooslly fader, and to 
hym ye shall confesse you, and saye that I sendc you 
to hym, and he shall aaoyle you." Robert answered 
the pope : " I uyll go with a good ivyll;" and toke hid 
leueofthe pope aaynge, "God ^yue we grace to do 
that may be Co the hellh of my soule." Soo that nyght 
Robert abode in Rome, for it was late, atid in the 
mornyuge erly Robert went out of Rome towarde the 
place where be aholde fynde the heremyte ; and ao he 
wente so longe oner hyllea and dales with grete deayre 
to be shryuen uf his synned, and at last be came where 
the heremyte dwelled, whereof he was glad, and came 
to the heremyte and tolde hym how the pope had sent 
hym theder lo be confessed of hym. Than the here- 
myte aayd he was hertly welcome ; and within a wbyle 
Robert began Co confesse and shewe l^s synne, and 
fynt be shewed the heremyte haw his moder had gyuen 
hym to the deuyll in bis coucepcyon ; and how he ainote 



the cbyldren in hie jrouCEi or lie caude goo alone; 
huw he kylled his scole master j und how many knygbtes 
he kylled at the iustyngu whan hia f;^der mode hym 
knyght ; and he rode Ihorowe hia fader's lande, rohbynge 
and stelyiiRe, forsynge of womeo, rauysynghe of mayd' 
ens J and hotv he thratt nut the eyen of his fader's* men 
in despyte of hym ; and how he had kylled vii here- 
mytes ] and slicirtly shewed hym all the offences that 
euer he dyde, sethen the ho.ure of hys byrth lyil that 
tyme, wherof the hcremyte had niaruayle, but he wai 
jflad that Robert was repentauot for hys synuea. Whoa 
Bobert hod thus L-onfessed hym, the heremytc sayd to 
hym : " Sone, thya nyghl ye shall abyde here, and t» 
roOTTowe 1 shall gyue good couQcell of that ye haue to 
do." Robert that was so curst and myscheuous, ferftd 
cruel, and proude as a lyon, is now as gentyll and cur- 
teys, Biid swete of wordea, and wyae in hia dedea, at 
euer was ony duke or prynce lyuynge. Then Robert 
waa BOO wery and ouereoinc ivith guynge, that he coudc 
nother ete nor drynke, but went aparte and sayd fau) 
prayera to Almighty God, prayenge hyra thrugUe hia 
indeles mercy, that he wolde kepe hym from the fendei 
teinptacyoQ and deceyte, the heremytc made Robert to 
lye that nyght in a lytell chapell that Etode nye hii 
celle, and the heremyte prayed all the nyght to onr 
lorde for Robert, wliiche sawe that he hadde grete re- 
pentaonce for hia gynnee, and thua prayenge the here- 
myte fell a aleep< 



How God sent aa aungell to the heremyte to aliewe hym 
tha penauDce that he sholde ^yuc to Robert for hU 
ayoaea. 
TttB heremyte being thus a slepc, ther cam to hym ut 
ningell, saynge to hym in this wyse : " Holy fader, here 
■nd take hede of the message that God commaundeth 
the; yf that Robert wyll be shryTen of his synnes, he 
mtiBt kepe and conoterfeCe the wayes of » fole, and 
be SB he were dombc: and he may etc do maner of 
mete, butthat he can take it from the doggea ; and in 
ihia wy»e, without spekynge, and counCerfetyngc the 
ible, and no thynge etynge but what he can take from 
the doggea, uiu^t he be tyll tyme that it please God to 
shewe hym that bis synnc be forgyueii ;" and with this 
vycyoD the heremyte awoke out of hia alepe, and began 
to remembre hyinselfe of this that sayd ia, and thanked 
onr Lorde of his message done to hym. And whan the 
day began to apere, the heremyte called Robert unto 
hym, with fare and comfortable wordes saynge to hym, 
" My frende, come huther to me ;" and incontynent 
Robert came to hym with grete deuocyon, hym con- 
fessynge. And whan Robert had shryuen him, the 
heremyte sayd thus unto hym : "■ Sone, I thought and 
aduysed me of the penance that ye shall liaue, to get 
remysayoQ of your synnes, in whiche ye gretly offended 
ayenaC God, that is to wete ye most counterliiyte anil 
playe the foie ; and ye may ete no mete but that ye can 
take it from the dngges whan men gyue them ought; 



aim you moat kepe you donibe witliuut epecbe, and lye 
unong dodges, for thuti hatii God thya oy^lit i 
iDsuaded me liy a aungeil to sj'"^ y" 'I"'* f""" yir 
penaunce, and ye may offende no m»n the whyle your 
penaunce be a doyn^e ; and Ihh peoaunce ye must 
for your aynnea in maner aod forme as 1 haue tolde. 
you, lyll auche tyme as it sliall please yuur Lorde to 
Ecnde you worde that your ayunes be for^yuen. 
Robert beynije niery aiid glad, thanliynge our Lords 
that he naa aasoylcd of ills synnea, and had thcrfore so. 
lygbt penauDce as hyin thought that it ivaa. Nowe 
taketh Robert leve of the heremyte, and guth to di 
ahorpe penauoce, vrhiche he helde hut lyghte, reu 
brynge his grete ubhoinyoable stynkynge synnes that 
lie bath done all the dayea of his lyfe; this- n 
fcyre myracle, for he that waa ao vycyoua and ao furyous 
a rebell, and proude a aynner, ia now so full of uertues 
and fayre condycyoDS and tame as a lambe. 

How Robert the Deuyll toke leve of the heremyte, and, 
went agayne to Rome to. do his penauoce that the. 

heremyte hod gyueu hym. 
RoBEBT had taken leue of the heremyte, and is gone 
towarde Rome, there for to do hla penaunce. And 
whan he came into the eyte he began to lepc and n 
about the atretes, makynge hymselfe as he had lien B. 
fole, and the chyldrcn in the stretca ae Robert renne in 
this wyse, and they after hym shoutynge and crycnge 
and caatynge with inyre and derte, and all auche fylth 



n» Aey foande in the atretes, and (he bur^reyse^ of the 
cyte l«ye in theyr wyndoives and laughed and raDcketh 
mth Hubert. Than ivhan Robert hud thua jilayed the 
fole in Rome- a cerlayne season, he came on a tyme to 
themperour's courts and se the f^Me dyde stande open 
and came streyght into (he hall, and there jet (cd up and 
downe from tlie one syde to the other, aointyme he went 
feste and somtyme ? oftely and than he hopped and ran and 
other whyle atode styll, but he stode not Innge in one 
place. The cmperour scynge Robert thus playenge the 
fole, he sayd to one of hia aeruaiintes, ae vonder is a 
fayre ftiuoured yon^e man, me tbynke he ia out of hia 
myiide, the whiehe ia grete domage, for he is fayre and 
a well made wan, go aod gyue hym mete. This empe- 
ronr's aeruautite dyde us he waa commaunded, and 
called Rohert to hym and wolde have gyuen hym some 
mete, but Robert nolde ete nor drynke, and ivhyte 
Robert ante thua at the table, the emperov.r aivve one of 
his houndes whiehe ivas byttdn with an other dogge, 
wherefore, Ihetnperour cast hym a bone, and the dogge 
caught (he bone and began to gnawe there on, and 
Robert eeyngc that lept from Che table and toke it 
from hym, but the dogge fought with Roberle for (he 
bone, and helde faate the one ende, and Robert the 
other ende, but Robert ae it wolde be no better, but 
set him downe on the grounde, and gnewe on the one 
ende of the bone and the dogge on the other; them- 
peronr and they that lobcd there on laughed at 
Robert and the dogge, but Robert dyde ao moche that 



he gate ibe bone alone, and laye and gaewc it for li* 
was sore enhongrcd ; themperour seyiijfe that Robert 
iVM ao Bore enhoogred he caste to an other dogge an 
hole lofe, bat Robert toke it from hym and brake an 
two peces and gaue the dogge half, for bycause he 
gate it for the doggea sake, themperour aeynge this 
lough there at and aayd to his seruauDtes j " we haue 
here noive tlie mosle foolyasUe fole, and the verayst 
nedy thai euer I aawe, for he taketh the doggea mete 
from them, aod eteth it himself, ther by a man may 
perfytely kooivc that he ia a naiural tole ;" all that ' 
in the hall gaue the dogges aa moche mete as ihsy 
might ete, to thenteot that Robert myght fyll hia 
belyc with them, and wliaa he had fylled hia belly 
whyle he roae up and ivalked up and downe in the ball 
with a ataSe in hia hande, smytynge upon etolea and 
benchee lyke as and yf he had ben a very innocent 
And tbua walkynge he luked on euery syde, and i 
a dorti where men wente In to a fayre gardyne in 
whiche gardyne there atode a fayre fontayne or well, 
and theder went Robert to drynke, for he was euyll 
a thurst, and whan nyght came on Robert folowed the 
forsayd dogge where soo euer he wente, the whiche 
was accustomed to lye euery nyght under a ateyre, 
and there he wente and layde him downe and Robert 
followed hym under the steyre and layde hym downe 
by the dogge, themperour aeynge this, had compasayon 
on Robert and commaunded that nien aholde here hym 
a bedde, that he myghte lye there upon to slepe ; 



i brnught Robert a bedde to slepe 
there on, bnt he poynted to bere it awaye ayene, for he 
had leuer to lye upon the floure and colde ertb, than 
upon a softe l)edde, whereof theinperour had grete 
meniayle, &nd cominaunded Chat men sholde here hym 
clene, strawe, whicUe they dyde, thin Hubert whichc 
was feyole and wery of goyoge, layde hym downe to 
alepe on the strawe. Now bane this in your myndea, 
he proude hertes and syiiners, thynke on Roberta grete 
penaunce and wylfuU pouerte, and how he so grete a 
gentylman borne, foraoke hia fader and his inoder, and 
all his frendes, and hia countree and landc, and all his 
dylycate metes and drynkea, and gaue myinentee and 
wordely pleasure, with all that of suche a state aper- 
teyneth how ivyllyngly he haihe all forsaken for the 
aalnacyon of his soule, and is gone out of a duke's 
bedde to a do^rgea canell, and with dog-gea he ete 
and dranke and alepte and rose nhan Ihcy ro^e, and in 
this penaunce lyued Robert VIl yeres or there aboute, 
and the dogge that he communly slept ivith all per- 
ceyaed that he foure the better, and bad more mete 
for Robert's sake, than he was wonte to haue before, 
and that no man dyde bete hym for hia sake, wherfore 
he began to loue Robert paasyngc well in so moche 
men myghte as aoone bauc kylled hym as dryiien hym 
from Robert - 

How Robert made a Jeive to kysse hia doggca arse at 

the Emperour's table. 
It befell upon a tyrae that theajperoure hclde a grete 
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feste in liia polaya in tlie cyte of Rome, to whiche tttta 
were asaeoibled ol the chefe of the lande, amonge 
ivhome there was a Jewe whiche was receyuer of the 
mooBt part of all themperaui'a landes, and whan euerj 
man was set at the table Robert walked up and douae 
ia the hall hauyn)^ his dog^e in hiii armea playnge the. 
fole U he was wonte to doo, aiid thus came to the 
table behyad the forsayd Jewe, whiche ivas aet at 
einperours table, and Robert tame, behyniie his backe 
and knocked hym on the sholder, the Jewe lefte hym. 
and tourued his face shortely beliyiide hym, and. 
Robert haddc up bis do^rges arse redy and setl 
upon the Jewe'B face. The emperour and his lardeK 
this aeyn^e, laughed and had good g'ame thereat, but. 
the Jewe was wroth, and foule ashitmed, but he durst, 
saye nolhynge at the tyme- Than Robert sette downs 
his dogge and incontynente the dogge leptc upon the 
table, and dyde soo mochc with his mouth and fete, 
that he caste duunc all the inetc under the table. An4 
in this maner Rubciie spcnte his tyme euen without 
apekynge, lyke as the heremyce had commaunded hyin, 
and euer he dyde some madde or merry conceyte to 
cause the emperour to laugbte or be uicry. 

How Robert threive downe a bryde on a foule donge- 
hyll, and bow be put a lyuyoge calte in an hole 
tietbynge potte with podred befe. 
It befcl upon a tyme that there waa a bryde sholde goa 
to cbyrche to be wedded, whiche was )(ay]y appareUed, 
as unto a bryde apperteyned; Robert seyngc this bryde 



I gayly arayed, toke her by the hande and ledde 
her thoroLi<;h a passynge foule don^e hyll, and there 
made her fall aad fouled her gaye araye, and than he 
Tsnne lyghtly awaye shootynpe and laughynge, and 
ranne unto the brydee kytchea where her dyner was 
appereyled and caughte a lyuynge catte and caste her 
in the potte of pouldred befe. The wbiche inconlynente 
was lolde to themperoure, where at he and all hie 
lordes laughed, and had grete guine there at, and they 
loued Robert pasayngc ivell, for he made muche myrth 
without harme. 

How the Scneschall had gadrud a grete armye of men 
of warre of Sareayna, and layde syege to Rome, by 
cause the emperoufe wolde not gyue hym his 
doughter in maryagc. 
!n the raeane aeaaon wliyle Robert was thus In Rome 
tloynge bis penaunce as a forsayd, whieb dured seuen 
yeres or there about in the emperoure'a courie, the 
whiche empprour had a fayre doughter, hut she was 
borne domb and neuer spoke, and the emperours 
senesahal dyuerae tymes had desyred hia doughter in 
maryage of the emperoure, but he wolde neucr grounte 
hym her, ivherfore the eeiiesshall was gretly moued 
and Bugry therwith themperoure, for he thoughte he 
myght haue wonne of hym his empyre by force, and 
myght, in boo moche the eeneschall came upon a tyrae 
with a grete hoost of Sarasyns, and layde syege to the 
cyte of Rome, wherof the emperourhadgretemaruayle 



ttnd wondred, than the emperour Radred and osBembled ' 
ull the lordea barons aakinge uf them vounsell, Bayngc 
thuB, " My lordea, gyue uie g'ood counaeyl that we I 
may withstande tbis Hethen dofrj^es whicbe hnue layde 
syejfe here lo our cyte. wherefore I take grete thought 
for they kepe all my lande under theyr subieccyon and 
they wyll brynge ua to confusyon yf that God c 
tus endlea mercy helpe us not, wberfitre 1 praye yon. 
euerychoiie to go fygbt with them with alt oar power 
Bad myght and dryiie them awaye," tbao answered the 
lorded and kiiyghts all withoiie assent laynge, " Souerayne 
lorde your counseyl ia good and wyse, wherefore we 
ril ready to goo iviih you and f;yue them batayle andi 
defeudc our ryght bothe laude and cyte." The empcroor 
thanked them of this answere and was glad therof, and . 
made proclaniacyon throughout all his landes and cytee 
that eury man olde and younge that were able to ber 
Bimea sholde make them redy to fyght ayenst tbeyl' 
monst cruell enmyes the SaraByna which v 
his lande, and contynerit wbaa this proclai 
done amonge Ihe comyna euery man was wyllyuge and 
redy lo go ivith tbemperour to fygbt and defende theyi 
ryj(ht, and an they went forth in a fayre ordynaunce 
with themperour to fygbt upon Iheyr mortall enmyes 
the Hethen dugges. And for all that themperour had 
mocbe mo people than the Bcncschall, yet the 
BeneBhall bad wonne the felde, hudde uot God of Ilia | 
grace sente theder Robert to reayale and helpc the J 
RomayneB in theyr grete necesgyte. 
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How our Sauyour Jhtiau hauyuge compaeayon on the 
crysten biode, sent Robert by an aungell a whyte 
horae aud barneys, coromauadynge liym to go rescue 
and helpe the Romayns ayenat tlie Etfaen dog^es the 
Sara^yna. 
THE emperour and tbe Romayns went to the batayle as 
aayd is ayenst the Sarasyns, and Robert was at home, 
where be was accostoraed to waike in the gardyne to a 
fouQtayne or well to drynke, and Ihia was on the aame 
daye that themperonr with hia hoate aholde gyue 
batayle ayenst the S'arasyna : than ciime there, a uoyce 
oute of Henen aeiite from our Lorde, saynge in lbi» 
maner- " Robert, God comniaundetb you, by me, that 
ye incontyncnt arme you with thia barneya, and lyght 
upon thia horac that God hath aenle ynu, and ryde in 
all the haat poasyble aud reacue tbe emperour and hia 
jieople." Robert heryuge the commaundemeDt of God 
was abas shed in his niyude, and durst not do ayenat 
goddes commaundement, but io contynent he armed 
hyin imd lepte on the l)ors without tarynge aud rode 
Mb waye. The emperour'a dougliter whiche I tolde you 
of before, etode at a wyndowe and sawe Robert thus 
armed on horsbucke, than if she coude haue apoken she 
woldc haue tolde it, but she coude not apeke for she 
was dombe, but she rcmcmbred and bare it surely in 
her mynde. Robert thus horst and hamayat, rode into 
themperoura boost whiche he sawe sore ouer prsaaed 
1 theyr enmyes tlie Tiu'kea, in so moche, that had 
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How R«b«rt loraed agafBC b> ibe fbrsajd IbiiiilarDe, 
and there imametl bym, <ihaD be had thai inbdncA 
and njnqvptbed the Santjiu anU pni them I91 
flyght 
Now halh the emperour •rotten the felde and 
hoDOure, (hanked be God, and Robert ia toraed 
lo the lajd fountayne, and there unanned hym and 
b;de the hanieys on the bors, whiche iacontyDcnt iraa 
Tanjabed awaje that no man coade kuone nor percejna 
nbere he become ; and Robert bode styll sUndynge bf. 
the foantayae. Theinperour'* donghter sevnge thii 
grele meroajrll of this, and irolde Usue tolde it 
bnt ibe ma dombe aail coude do speke. Robert had 
face ID luE face, wliicbe he gotc in [he batayll, bat 
wa« none olhenvj se hurte ; the emperoor was glad, andi 
ihanhed God of bii rictor; ajen^t the false dc^gei th*' 



Suaayaii and tliua beynge mery, he came home to his 
palays; and tvhan they were all set to <!yner, Robert 
presented hymselfe before themperour as he was woute 
to do, playnge the fole, and makynge hym dombe aa 
afore rehersed Is ; the eniperour reioysed !□ bymselfe 
whan he ae Robert, for be loued hym ivelt ( and whan 
he perceyiied Robert'^i burte in his face, and thought 
that aoiue of hia aeruaunies had liurte hyin ivhyle he 
was out, irherfore he mas angry, and said : " Here In 
this court be some enuyous men, for whyle we haue ben 
out at bfttayle, they haue beteii and hurle thia poure 
bnocent ureature in his face, which is grete synne, for 
though he be a fole he dootli no man barme." So 
themperour commaunded them all upon a grete payne 
that no man liholde doo hym barme, yf they dyde they 
aholde be punysehed, that all other ebolde be ware by 
Ihem. Tban the emperoure began (o axe his knyghtes 
yf there were any of ibem that cuudc telle of the knyght 
with the whyte hors that came preuely in to the felde, 
and so valyauntely rcscoed them, themperour's dough- 
ter this herynge poynted themperour lier fader that it 
was Robert ; but lUc emperour underatode not what his 
daughter meute ivban ehe poynted, for she coude not 
apeke, wherforc he called her mayaires to hym, and 
axed her what his doughter menle by her poyntynge, 
and her maystres answered and sayd >' " Your doughter 
menes by her poyntynge thai this day ye haue goten 
ihe batayll and vyctorye thrughe the helpe of your fole 
Robert, and the race that is in his face he hath gotten 
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lierfatl^ «ad aajtrf. painted Banerc, notwitlutsndjnge 
^le wyii trell ikat it wm Urwc that ahc pOfDted mai 
mcale, for in aa raocte u de htd loie Ite m^ell 
brjDjte bfm the hMs and hamcTs. This renkyned in 
thu irpe a cerayne 9e»oa. utd after that the SanayU 
irere pat to fl^ht br the RomsyneF, u iiyd is, yet ■ 
came the seaMshall a^nis with inoclie more company, ~ 
aad layde syef^e to Rome; and the Romayaes sholde I 
hanc lost the felde ayeii, hwl not the knyghte on the | 
whyte hone bene, to nrhome God seal hon and harnayi I 
B> lie bad done before. To make ahorle tale, thii f 
knygbl dyde so moche that the S«nisyaf were put to] 
flyghi, and the Romaynes uoa the feide and vyctorye m 
they dyde befure- There Mfere some of the emperour'sn 
meyny layde vrayle nhere this-kny^rht bei-ame, bnt oa 4 
■oone as the batayle was done be was ^ooe no man 
coudc tell were be was become, sane only the emperoor'B 
dooghter whiche «e hym at the founEayae agayne un- 
arm yn^e hym. 

How Robert gaite the thyrdc batayle as he dyde before I 

which she kepte secrete. 
Ik a short tyme after this the seoe s shall tourncd agayoe 
with a nioche jreier power than lie had before, and , 



l^de ayege to Hume ; and yet the eiuperour rode to the 
bsta.fle, he commaunded his koy^^hies and baronea tu 
take good hcde fro ivhens tliat koyglit eame with the 
whyte horae, and what he was and where he became, for 
he had ^ete de^yre to knowc what be waa. The knyghtea 
answered it sholde be done. The day came that they 
must ryde forth to the batayle, and sertayne of the beat 
knyghtes rode pryuely into a wood that slode a lytell 
there besyde, and there they ivayted whiche waye the 
kayghte on the whyte hurae aholde come to the batayle; 
bnt they loste theyr laboure, for they ccude not tell 
whens he come. But whan they aawe hym in the 
batayle, they rode towarde hyra to hclpe hym and 
receyue hym. Tliis aame batayle was sore foii^hten 
on bothe partyes, but the SarasyDB lost there courage, 
for Robert layde on soo grete and myghty strokes, that 
no man myght slande under his hande ; so that in ccin- 
clusyon Robert dyde so inoche and so valyantly, that 
the Saraayns were put to tlie dyscomfyture wherof 
themperour was gretly enioyed; the seneeahatl with the 
ijarasyns were paaayuge angry and sore moued ther- 
with all. 

How one of the Einperour'a knyghtea burte Robert in 

his thyghe with a apere. 
Than whan this batayle ivas done, euery man rode 
home, and Robert wolde hauc toumed agayne to the 
fountnyne to uuarme hym as he was ivonte to do before, 
but the forsayd knyghtes were torned agayne to the 
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wood, to awnyte for the knyghi with the whyte hora> 
and whan they aawe hyin ccime, they rode all at ones 
out of tlic wood, aod cryed with a loud voyce sayofre 
unto hyni : " noble Icnyfchr, tary and speke with aa, 
who that ye be, and whens and out of what lande ye 
come, to the cnteiit that we may ebewu it to the ein- 
perour, wliiche specyally he deayrelh for lo knowe." 
Robert this herynge was sore aehanied, and smote hia 
whyte hav3 with his sporrea, flyngynge oucr hylleg and 
ouer valleyes, for bycause he ivotde not l>e knowCQ ; 
but there followed bym a bolde knyght, well honed, 
with a spere wcnynge to haue kylled liia whyte hone,' 
but he myste, and aniote Robert in the thyghe with hia 
Epere, and the spere heed brake of and staeke Gtyll in 
his thyghe, but yet for all this he coude j^ete no know- 
lege of the knyg'ht with the whyte horse, for he rode 
from them all euerychoae, whereof they were passyngc 
BOry> Robert rode so Gore, tyll at the laste he came 
tmto the foutitayne and unarmed hym, and layde the 
harnaya on the horse as he hadde done before, whiche 
in contyuente was vanysahed awaye and gone ; and he 
drcwe out the spere bed out of hia thyghe, ajid hyd it 
bytivene tivo grete stones by the fountayne ; than he 
layde grecc and mosse upon his wounde, for he durst 
let no man loke therto, for fere he sholde haue ben 
hooweit. And all this sawc and marked the emperonr's 
doughter ; for bycause she ee that Robert tvas a fayre 
and well fauoured yonge knyght, she began to cast her 
loue uDto bym. And whan Robert hadde dressed his 



wonnde, he came in to the halle, to gele hym some. 
mete, and he balled as lytell aa he coudc, and kept it 
secretly, that almnoat no man coude perceyue it, and 
suftred m^ore payne a (housande tymcn than it scmeth 
by hym. Shortly after this, caioe home the knyght 
that hud hurte Robert, and began to recounte to theiupe- 
rour how the knyght with tbe whyte horse had out- 
ryden hym, and how he had hurte hym sore ayenet bia 
(¥yll, and aayd to the emperour; " I beaeche you, raj 
lorde emperour, here \vhat I ahall tell you, and in what 
manor ye shall knoive who is he that hath holpen you ; 
it IB beat ycmakcaproclamacyonandpublyahe tbrugbe- 
out your eoipyre, and yf there be ony knyght in whyte 
harnaya and a whyte horse thai he be brought to your 
presence, and that he brynge with hym the spere-heed 
where withall he waa hurte in hia thy^he, ehewynge 
the wounde, and that ye gyve hym youre doughter to 
wyfe, and halfe voure empyre with her." Themperour 
this herynge, was uf liis counseyll very gladde, and 
tucoDtytient all haste procUmed and publyashed thrughe- 
out all the empyre, and thought that the knyght had 
gyuea hym good counseyll. 

How the Senesschall thruste a apere-heed in to hi' 
thyghe, wenynge to haue begyled the Emperour, and 
to haue wonne hia doughter therby, 
Ir befell in sborle tyme after, that the senesshall had 
IcDOwleg'e and understand ynge of the emperour's pro- 
clamation, and how he myghtc wynne themperour's 
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doughter,' whiche he hud many tymca bene about, 
dfde grete dylyg'enL-e, and caused to be sought and 
gotten a ivhyte liorBC aad white liartiaya, and tbryate a' 
apere heed in hie thyjfhe, wenynge thcrhy to deeeyne 
theniperoiu-, and to gete his doughter to wyfe ; 
whan this ivaa done he commaaDded all his meo 10 
anne them, aod ryde wyth hym to the empcrour; 
he rode so sore tyll he came to Rome trith great royalte 
and aitlace, and without ony taryenge he rode slreyght 
to the cmperour, saynge to hym in this wyse: " My 
Jorde I am he that you so valyountly reeeyued: tlite 
tymes I haue caused you to haue hnnoure and victorye 
ayenst the cursed Sarasyos." Themperour thynkyngc' 
upon no treason nor deceyte, aayd : " Ve be a valyaunl 
and a wyse knyght ; but I had went the contrarye, for 
we haue taken you for a vylayne and a forswome 
knyght." The senesahall was very angry and 
iDoued here withnll, and anstvered the umpcronre shortly 
and angerly : " My lorde emperour, meruayll you 
thynge here of, for 1 am not auche a cowarde aa ye wenc 
that I be ;" and thus aaynge he luke out the spere-heed 
and shewed it the emperoiir, and uncouered the nronnde 
the whiche he had made hymselfe in bys thyghe. The 
knyghte stodc by whiche that hurt Robert before, and 
began to compasee in his myade, for he se well that il 
was not the heed of the spere, but he durst saye no- 
thynge for fere, leut the aenesshall wolde haue kylled 
hym. We wyll leue nowe of the senesslmll, and speki 
of Robert, which is among dogges, sore wounded, as yi 
have herde before. 




iroiv God seat an aungell to l!ie heremytc that he 
sholde gou to Koine and aeke Robert, for lie had full 
do one bis penauni^e- 
The heremyte whiche ye haue herde of before, that 
aliroue and selte Robert Lis peaaunee, laye on a nygbt 
in hia Eelle and slepte, and tlius elepynge there earn to 
hyin a voyce, and bad hym lyghtly aryse and poo to 
Home, to (he place where Robert was doyiige his 
pcnaunce ; and the anngell tolde the heremyle all the 
doynges of Robert, shewynge how that his peuauDce 
WIS fully done, and that God hadde furt;yucn hym bia 
synncB, wherof the heremyte was uery itladde, and in 
the momyuge erly he arose and weute to Rome warde, 
and in Jyke wyae in the same uiornyDge the senesahall 
rose be tyme and ivente to Ronie to the empcrourc to 
desyre and haue bis doughtcr accordynj^e lo th» 
publyeacyon and crye, to the wliichu the emperoure . 
conaented her to hym without any longe aduysement. 
But whun the doughter understode that she was gyuea 
to the seneBbhall she raylled and ra^d as thoiighc ahe 
hadde ben wood and inadde ; aha tare her hare from her 
heed, and all to tare her clothes, but it myght uothynge 
uuayle her, for ahe was conatrayned, and must be arayed 
lyke a bryde, and an emperour's doughter whiche ahold 
be maryed, and the einperour ladde her by the hande 
hymaelfe to the chyrche royally accompany ed with 
lordes aod ladyea and gieotyl women, but llie doughter 
made the greteat aorowe of the wcrldo in so inoelic that 
no man coudc content her myndc. 



HtfH Um Enpoom'i ib»ft%lu Araghe (he grkce of Gd 
tiegu for to (pckc tkc fjnrt mvt&t ik« em she 

spake in lier Ivfe. 
Thax m Um MnpcroDT with ill Us estate ww con 
to ihe ckjTrb«, the emperonr'a doofdler whkhe «ns 
dumbe, sholde marje the seoec^liall, diereilyde our lotde 
a fayre mjracle, for the laue of the Iinlv omd Robert, 
to the enteate he sholile be exalted, nbouie eaery bodjr 
helde fer ■ fole and with hm mocked, ^^'han the 
preett eholde be^n the leruvce, and to marye the 
senesshaU and this ^ oag« mayde logrder, the dongbter 
lhrDi[he the yrace of God begiui to ipeke to the 
emperoure her fader in this wyae : " Fader 1 balde you 
not wyse, but fer ouer iene in that re b^rleue that this 
pronde folfsshe traylonre telleth yon, for all that he 
telleth you is lyes ; but here in this tonne is a holy and 
deuonte peraone, for whose sake God hath gynen me 
my speche, wherfore I loue hym in my herte, for I 
liane aliraye sene and marked his ralyance and hotynes, 
but noo man ivulde byleue toe ivhat poyntynge or 
sy^nes that 1 made :'' thenne the emperoure this herynge, 
ivae almooat oute of liis mynde for joye, whan he herde 
hia doughter thus gpeke, tlie whic-he iieuer apake before, 
wherby he knewe well ynoiuh that the aeneashall 
liadde bclrayed and deccyucd hym : the senesshall this 
hurynge, waa ivode angry and foule ashamed, and 
lyfriiten upon hia horae and rode awaye and all his 
ciniipiinye. The pope beyng preaente axed the inayden 
itlin the mun ivas that ahe >poke of, that the mayde 
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ladde tlie pope snd tbe emperour licr fader to tbe 
fountayce where Robert was wonte to arine and unnrme 
bfm, and there she toke out the spere heed from 
bytwene the two atones where that Robert had hyddeit, 
and than she caused the spere for to he lirou^ht forth, 
where of the heed ivaa broken, whiehe was lyghtely 
bnmghl to her, and that heed and the spere joynde 
togyder in one ae eloca as thouj^he ihey hadde not be 
broken, than sayd the in ay de to the pope, "ivehavehadde 
tbre tymes vyctorye by his noble volyaunce ayenat the 
myacredaunte Sarasyns, for J haue thre tymes sene 
his horse and haraays wherwith Uc hath thre tymes 
armedaDduDarmed hym, but 1 can not tell who brought 
hym horse and harnays, nor unto whom he delyuered 
it, but I knowu well that whan he hndde this done he 
layde hymselfe downe by the dogfiea ;" and the inayden 
snyd unto the emperoure her fader in this ivyse, " This 
is be that bathe saued yourc landes and yonre honoure, 
and gate you vyctorye of the Hethcn houndes the 
Sanwyng, wherfore ye ought of deute to rewarde hy:n, 
and yf it please you we wyll go all to hym and speke 
with hym," than weute they for the fole, the emperour 
and the doughter with all the lordes and ladyes unto 
Robert, whome they fouiide lyenge among dogges, they 
folowed hym and dyde bym reuereoee, but Robert 
answered them not. 
How the hcremyte found Robert, and commaunded hym 

to apeke aayngc to hym, that his penaunce was fulle 

done and his synnes forgyueo. 
Tbs emperour spake to Robert and said, " I praye yoa 



■wete frentle come to me and sbewe me your thy^^e" 
wyll nedes se :" whan Robert hcrde themperour aajr 
tboK wordes he wyst well yuoughe wherfore be was 
couien to hym, but be iete hym as thou^he he bad 
uuderstonden hym, and Robert dyde niuny madde 
conceytes to make the pope and themperour to laughe 
and forgale that they spoke of, but the pope spake 
Robert, and cuuiured hym in the name of God that 
the crosae dyed for our redempcyon, that yf it be Godd« 
wyll that thou haale spoken thai thou apeke now untv 
ua, and than Robert rose up lyke a fole and t;aue the 
pope his blesaynge, and liprc iviijiall Rnl)ert loked' 
behyode hym and sawe the hereuiyte that set hyi 
penaunce, and as soone as the heremyte se Robert 
whiehe he had longe sought, he erycd to hym with 
loude voyce that every man myght 'here liyni that wei 
there; "My freode herken untn me, 1 knowe wdl 
that ye be Robert that men callc the deuyll, but now 
ye he in grace and caiitJcyCe with Ahnyghty God, and 
for that foule and hydeous name ye shall baue a. fayre 
name, and br tailed the Seruaunte of Ood, 
that hath saued this lande from ibe Surasyns, wherfora 
I praye you that ye serue and worshyp God ua ye ba«e 
done hyderlo, for oure Lorde aendeih me now to yoa 
comniaundynge you to 9pcke, and uo more to countiv''- 
feyle the fole, for it is Goddes wyll and commaundement, 
for he hath forgyuen you all your aynnea, for by caus ye 
haue made salysfacyon and full dune your penaunce 
wban Robert herde this he fell lyghlely on his knC' 
and lyfte up hU liandes toivunle Hcuen saynge tbna, 



" I gyue laude and thaokea [<i flod creature of Heuea 

and erthe, that it hath pleasod tbe to Ibrgyue me myne 
abhumynstile nnd ^retc synnca thrughe so lyteil and 
lyght peoaunce tliat I haue done :" therefore, whan the 
pope, the eraperour and the dougliter, and all that were 
there present herde Robert speke tbua swetely, they 
were all heer of gretely enioyed and had greie meniayli 
of; themperoure eeyn^e his noble valyaunee vertue and 
curtesye that io hyui waa and wolde haue gyuen hym 
bit douglitur to wyfe. t)ut tbe heremyte ivolde not it 
shoide be so wherfore puery man departed and wente 

How Robert tourued agaync to Rome for to marye the 
Emperour's doughter by the cflmm&uadcuieat and 
wyll of God. 
Now ihe sioryc telletU as after that Robert had re- 
myssyou of bis synnea and iv»a ^otie toivarde hit 
eonntre, than out of Rome God commaundeit hym that 
he aboldc tourne ngayne to Rome and raarye the 
emperour's dougbler, whiche loued hym passyngly ivelli 
and he shoide haue by her a sone wherby tbe Crystea 
beleue shoide be encreased and fortefyed and defended. 
Robert at the commauudeinent of God turned ngayne 
to Rome und inaryed themperouT's doughter with ^rete 
tryumpbe and solace, for tbemperour and all the 
Homayna were therof very glad, this brydale wbb 
royally kepte and euery nmn that se Robert loued hym 
aboue all other ; and the people sayd one to another. 



he CDude get in his luade of Nonnaadye, and forth 
nitball rode with tUeni towarde Rome, to hdpe and 
socoure the emperour j but before he coude come thyder 
the false traytour tlie HeneEbhall had stayne the empe- 
roor, which ivas greie pytej but Robert wente atreyght 
into Rome, and lyjjhtly with all his power and myghl 
went ayetist the seneashall. And whan Robert aspyed 
the faUe traytoure, he dei^cryed hjm, eaynge thus i 
" Abyde, thou false traytour, now thou »halte neuer 
escape ray handes yf thou abyde me in the felde, for 
thoo an now ny^h ihy lyre's ende ; thou dydest putte 
ones a spere-heed in thy tliygh for to haue dcceyued die 
Romayns, defende now thy lyue ayenat me, for thoa 
shalte neuer eaeape tnyn handes, and thou hast also 
slayiie my lordc themperoiire, whcrforc thou ahalt be 
well rewarded after that tliou hast desenied." And 
■with these wordew Robert, with a greie desyre and 
my){hty eoura^e, rode unto the Eenesshall and ^aue hym 
suche stroke en the helmette, that he clove helmet and. 
heed unto the teeth, and in coutynente the traytour 
fell downe deed unto the erth, and Robert made hym 
to be brought in to Rome, to the entente that he sholde 
there be slayne lo reuenge the Roniayns, the whiche 
was done in the presence of all the people that v 
in Rome ; and in this wyse fenysahed that traytour 
the seueasholl his lyfc, and hod a shameful death, 
wherby rapn may make and take hede that it w grete 
folye to coveyte or deayre thynges passynge theyr 
degre ; for and the senessliall had not deayred the 



shewed hym of this before sayd knyj^ht; he hadde 
many tymes suppressed; and done wronge to hia moder, 
. sythen tlic dcth of his ikdert llian whan Robert herde 
and' understndc this, he sente lyghtely men of arnies to 
take the eayd kny^ht the whiche dyde so moche.that 
they toke liym and brouirht bym to Robert \Thiche 
mode hyni In be hanged, wherfore the duchea was ryght 
glad, but shi! was moche more [^ladder that Robert her 
sone was eome home, for she wende he hodde ben deed; 
and whan Robert aud bis moder were thai togyder, he 
recounted unto her how the emperour had gyuen hym 
his doughter in maryage, and how he ha<l done hia 
penBunce, the duchesse heryni(c her sones wordes, she 
ibegan to wepe very sore, for bycausc he bad auSred so 
grete pouerte and penaunce ihrug-he hia defautc- 

How. the Emperour sent a messanger unto the Duke 

Robert, that be sholde come and rescue hym ayenat 

the Kenefahall. 

In the meaue season, wbyles Robert was thus at Rowane 

.with his moder and his lady in greie joye and solace, 

-there came a messanger fro the emperour unto Robert 

wLiehe dyde hym reuerenee, and saynge thus unto hym ; 

" My lorde duke, the emperour hathe aente me hytber 

■to you, and be prayeth you for to come and rescue hym 

iQsi the false traytuure the seneashall with the Sara- 

^ which haue layde isyege to Rome." Whan Robert 

these wordes, he was sorye in bis mynde for them- 

tnd shoilly assembled aa many men of armes 
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and juBtjfce, as well ouer the ryclie as ouer the poore,' 
kepjinge his lande in reste and in ])eBse, and bcgote ft 
chylde with her, and whiche he called Rfcharde, whichi 
dyde aftcrwarde many noble actes and dedes of anues 
with grete Charlemayne kynge of Fnrnnce, for he dyd( 
helpe hym for to geie and fortefye the Crygten feyth, 
and he made alwayes grete wacre upon the Sarasyna. 
And he lyued in his landu in rest and pease, and iv. 
bcloued of poore and ryche, and all hia comente Inued 
hym in lykewyse as Robert hia fader was loued, for 
they lyued hothe deuoutly and in vertue, wherfore I 
praye God that we may eo lyue in ihia lyfe we may. 
optayne and come to cuerlaatyngc lyfe. To the whiche 
brynge us he that boughtua and al mankynde with hisi, 
preecroua hlode and bytter passyon. Amen. 

Tims endctli ilie lyfe of Robert the Deujll, 
Tbat was [he BetuauDt of am Lorde, 
And of Lib coudjcyoDB that was full euylt, 
Emprjnled in London by Wynkyn <ie Worde. 

Here endetli Oio lyfe of tlie most fectfuHest and unniercyful. 
le»t «nd myacheuoiis Robert the Deuyll, whicbe was aflerwaide 
called the Seruaunt of our Lordo Jheso Cryste. Emprjnted 
Flete-ifrete in llie »ygne of ibe sonne, by Wtsivk he Word 
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" Thomas of Reading, or the Sixe Wortkie Yeomen 
of the West," is the production of Thomas Deloney, 
the compiler of the " Qarland of Good-will," a 
poetical collection of local tales and historical ditties ; 
and a famous ballad maker in his day, in which 
latter character he appears to have drawn upon him- 
self the indignation of Kemp, one of the original 
actors of Shakspeare, in his " Nine Dales Wonder." 
Kemp's miraculous morris-dance, performed in nine 
(lays from London lo Norwich, had been misrepre- 
sented in the popular ballads, and he thus remon- 
strates against our author. " I have made a priuie 
" search; whatpriuatejig-mongerof your jolly num- 
" ber had been the author of these abhominable 
" ballets written of me. I was told it was the great 
" ballade-maker, T. D. or Thomas Deloney, chro- 
" nicler of the memorable Lives of the Six Yeomen 
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of the West,' ' Jack of Newberry,* ' the GeMe 
'^ Craft! and such like honest men, omitted by 
<' Stowe, Hollinshed, Grafton, Hall, Froysart, and 
'' the rest of those well-desenriog writers." 

Accordingly we find '' Thomas of Reading" to 
be a mixture of historical fact and fictitious narra*^ 
tion, which may be compared to the historical novel 
of modern times ; for Coates, in his History of Read- 
ing, acknowledges the existence of our hero, even 
while he speaks slightingly of Deloney's history; 
'^ The trade of Reading, with respect to manufkc- 
'^ tories, is no longer considerable. Thomas Cole, in 
'^ the time of Edward L (query Henry I.) was called 
'^ the Rich Clothier of Reading. Though his name 
" and reputation occasioned a fabulous and childish 
'* penny history, called the ' History of Thomas of 
Reading ;' yet we may learn from the circum- 
stance, that Reading was even then famous for its 
" trade of clothing." 

Thomas of Reading contains many curious allu- 
sions to manners and customs now obsolete ; and, 
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UBOUgh grounda of origiD for several circumaiancei 
are stated which are noi strictly borne out by lijsto- 
rical research, much curious' infonnation may be 
gleaned from it. It would be tedioua to illustrate 
erery point to which our attention might be drawn ; 
but the allusion to the Qibbet Law of Halifar, which 
was in full force at the time our author wrote, seems 
to justify some notice. This custom is supposed to 
have originated when the manor of Wakefield (of 
ithich Halifax was part) was bestowed on Earl 
Warren ; for in tke reign of King Edward I. at the 
pleas of assizes and jurats at the borough of Scar- 
borough, John Earl of Warren and Surry, answering 
to & writ of quo viarranto, said, Tliat he claimed 
Gallows at Coningsburgh and Walceiield, and the 
power of doing what belonged to a gallows in all his 
lands and fees, and that be and all his ancestors had 
used the same from time immemorial, &c. The 
law or custom as regards Halifax appears to have 
been to the effect that, 

}st. The thief was to be taken within the liberty. 



and ir he escaped out of the liberty he could dim 
brought back to be executed ; but if ever he returned 
again, and was taken, he was Eure to suffer, as wai 
the case with one Lacy, who after his escape lived 
seven years out of the Liberty, but venturing back 
was beheaded on his former verdict in the year 1623. 
This man was not so wise as one DinnJa, who hating 
been coodemaed to die, escaped out of the Liberty 
on the day intended for his execution (which roight 
be done by running about five hundred yards,) and 
never returned thither again ; meeting several people, 
they asked him " if Dinnis was not to be beheaded 
that day?" his answer was, " I trow not," which 
having some humour in it, became a proverbial 
saying amongst the inhabitants, who to this day use 
the expression " 1 trow not, quoth Dim 

2d. The fact was to be proved in the clearest 
manner, the offender was lo be taken 
habend or backberand, having the stolen goods either 
in his hand, or bearing them on his back ; or lastly, 
coiifeuand, confessing that he took them. 



3d. The value of ihe goods stolen must amount 
to thirteen pence halfpenny, or more. 

4th, The accused was to be executed on the tirst 
Saturday after hia condemnation, and 

5th. When brought to the gibbet he was to have 
bia head cut off from his body, &c. 

Forty-nine persons appear to have been executed 
since a Hat was kept, of which five were in the six 
last years of Henry VIII. ; twenty-five in the reign of 
Elizabeth : seven in that of James I. ; ten in that of 
Charles I. and two during the inlerregniim. 

The proceedings at the trials of the last malefac- 
tors, viz. Abraham Wilkinson and Andrew Mitchel, 
who suffered at Halifax gibbet on the 30th of April, 
1650, are preserved in an account of Halifax, pnb- 
liahed by William Bentley, London, 1703; and in 
the Rev. Mr. Watson'sHistoryofHalifax, from which 
this account is taken, and where much curious matter 
is to be found, illustrative not only of the gibbet law 
of Halifax, but of the first gibbets or guillotines used 
in this country, 
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Thomas of Beading was pritoted previoHs to the 
year 1600, when k was alluded to by Kemp» but tbe 
precise date of the first Edition does not appear. 
The Marquis of Stafford possesses a copy in 4to. 
1623, and in the Roxburgh sale '' Thepteasant 
History of Thomas. of ifeading/' 4to. 1636, produced 
£5. 15s. 6<L 

The following entiy in the Hendbwe MSS. shews 
that it was made the subject of a dramatic ^per- 
formance : 

12 Nov. 1601. The six Clothiers of the fVest, by 

Richard Hathway, Wentworth Smith 
and Wm. Haughton. The second 
part of The Six Clothiers by the 
same. 
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In the dayes of King Henry tlie first, who was the firal 
king thut inatituled the liigh Court of Parliament, thcru 
liued nine men, wliich for Ihe trade of Clothing, were 
famous throughout all England. Which Art in those 
dayes was held in high reputation, both in respect of 
the great riches that thereby was gotten, as also of the 
benefit it brought to the whole Common-wetdth : the 
yonger sons of knights and Genlleraen, to whom their 
Fathers would leaue no lands, were most commonly 
preferred to learne this trade, to the end, that thereby 
they might Hue in good estate, and driue forth their 
dayes in prosperity. 

Among all Crafts this was the onely chiefe, for that 
it was the greatest merchandize, by the which our Coun- 
try became famous Ihorowout all Nations. And it was 
verily thought, that the one halfe of the people in the 
land liued in those dayes ther1)y,'and in sueh good sort. 
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that in the Common- wealth there were few or no beg-gers 
at all: poore people, whom God lighily blessed i 
mon children, did by meanea of this occupation so order 
them, that by ihe lime thai they were come to be 
seuen yeerea of age, iLey were able to g-ct their owiie 
bread : Idlencase was tben bauiiihed our coast, so that it 
was a rare thing to heare of a tliiefe in those dayes. 
Therefore it was not without cause that CloihierB wi 
then both honoured and loued, among whom these n 
persons in this kings daycs were of great credit, i 
'rho. Cole of Reading, Gray of Gloceater, Sutton of 
!^alisburie, Fitzallen of Worcester, (commonly called 
William of Worcester) Tom Doue of Exeesler, aiid 
Simon of Sou lb-ham pi on, alias Snpbroth; who were by 
the King called. The sixe worthy Husbands of the West 
Then ivere there three lining in the North, that is to say, 
Culbert of Kendall, Hodgekins of Hallifax, and Martin 
Byram of Manchester. Enery one of these kept a great 
number of eeruante atworke, spinners, carders, weatien, 
fullers, dyers, sheerement, and rowers, to the great 
admiradon of all those that came into their houset to . 
behold them. 

Now you shall rnderstand, these gallant Clolhiera, 
by reason of their dwelling places, separated themselues 
in three scuerall companies: Gray of G loc ester, WilUam 
of Worcester, and Thomas of Reading, because their ^ 
iourney to London ivas all one way, they conuersed com- 
monly together: And Doue of Excester, Sutton of Sails- 
hurie, and Simon of South-bampton, they in like sort kept 



CDOipaDf the one wilh the other, meeting euer all toge- 
ther at Baziogstoke ! and tlie three Nurtherne Clothiers 
did the like, who commoaly did nut meet till they came 
, to Bosomes Inne in Lnniton. 

Moreover, fur the loue and delight that these Westernc 
jnen had each in otiiera companie, they did so prouide, 
ut theirVVainca and themgelues would euer meet upon 
Fyone dayin London at larrats Hall, surnamed the Gyant, 
I lor that hec surpassed all other men of thftt age, lioEli 
n stature and strength : whuse merriments and memor- 
able deeda I will aetdoivne vnto you in this followinjf dis- 
course. 

I How King Henry sought the fauour of all iiis subiectn 
especially of the Clothiers. Chap. 1. 
This King Henry, ivho for his great learning and wik- 
dome was called Beauclcrke, lieeing the third Sou to the 
renoivued Cunquerour: after the death of hia hrother 
William Ruffu;, touke vpon him the gouernnient of this 
Land, in the alisence of his second brother Robert Duke 
of Normandie, who at this time was at wars amongst the 
InBdels, and was thosen King of Jerusalem, the nhiuh 
he, for the loue he bare to his owne country, refused, 
and with great honour returned from the holy Laud ; of 
whose cotiimiog ivheu King Henry vnderstood, knowing 
hee would make claime to the Crowne, sought by all 
meanea possible to winne the good will of his Nobility, 
and to get the fauor of the Commons by courtesie : for 
the obtaining whereof hee did them many faiionrs, 



thereby the better to strengthen himBelfe ag^nst his 
brother. 

It chanced od a time, as he, with one of his soni 
aud diuers of his Nobilitie, rode from Londun towards 
Wales, to appease the iury of the Welahmen, which 
then began to raise themaeiucs in ariiiea against his 
aiithoritj, that he met with a great number of Wainea 
loadeo with cloth, commiiig to London, and seeing them 
Btill drtue one after another so tBac; together, dc 
inanded whose they were: the Waine-men answered i 
this sort : Colea of Reading; (quuth they.) Then by and 
by the King asked another saying; Whose cloth is all 
this? Old Coles, quoth liee t and agaioe anon after he 
asked the same questions to others, and still they e 
swered. Old Coles. And it is to be reiiiemlH'ed, that 
the king met them In auch a place so narrow : 
streight, that hee with the rest of his traiue, were faine 
to stand as close to the hedge, whilest the carts passed 
by, the which at that time being in number aboue t 
himdi'ed, was oeerc hand an liourere the King could get 
roome to be gone ; so that by his long stay, he began 
to be diapleased, although the admiration of that siglit 
did moch qualilie his furie; but breakin;^ out in discon- 
tent, by reason of his stay, be said, I thought Old Cole 
had got a Commission for all the carts in the Country 
to cary his cloth. And bow if he haue (quoth one of the 
Wainmen) doth that gricue you good sir f Yes, good 
sir, said our King, what say you to that ? The felloiv 
seeing the King (in asking that question] to bend his 



Ijrowes, tboug'h he knew not what he was, yet being 
abasht, he answered thus ; Why eir, If you be angry, uu 
body can hinder you ; fur passible sir, you huue anger 
at communilement. The king eecinq; him in vttering 
of his words to quiuer and ijuakc, laughed heartily at 
him, aa well in respect of his simple auswerc, as at his 
feare : and ao soooe after the laet Wain went by, which 
gaue present passage vnto him and his Nobles ; and 
_ thereupon entriog into communicaiion of the com- 
modilie of cloathing, the king' gaue order at his liome 
retume, to have Old Cole brought before his Maieslie, 
to the intent lie might hauc conference with him, noting 
him to be a eubiect of greal abilitie : but by that time 
he came within a mile of Staines, he met another com- 
pany of ivaiiies in Uke sort laden with cloth, whereby 
the king was driven iivto a further admiration .■ and de- 
manding whose ihey were, anawere was made in this 
aort : They be good-man Suttons of Salisbury, good 
sir ; and by that time a score of them were past, he 
asked againe, saying ; whose are these ; Suttona of 
Salisbury, <|d. they, and so still, as often as tlie king 
asked that question, they answered, Ijuttona of Salis- 
burie. God send me many such buttons, aaid the king. 
And thus the farther he trauelled Westward, 'more 
Wainea and more lie met continually : vpon which occa- 
sion he said to his Nobles, That it would neuer grieue a 
king to die for the defence of a fertile Countrie and faith- 
ful aubiects. 1 alwayes thought (quothhe) that Gnglanda 
^ valor was more than her wealth, yet now 1 see her wealth 



intScient to maintaine her valour, which I will eeekc t 
■Therisli in all I may, and with my aword keepe my selfe 
in possession of that I haue, Kings and Loners can brooke 
no partners : and therefore let my Brother Robert 
thinke, that although hee was Heir to England by binh, 
yet I am King by poasession. All his fauourers I musl 
account my foes, and will aenie them as I did the t 
^rntefull Earle of Shrewahury, whose landa I haue 
aeized, and lianisht hia body. But now we wi]l lease 
the king to his iourucy into Walea, and n-aiting his borne 
retume, in the nieane time tell you the meeting of thes 
iolly Clothiers at London. 

How William of WorceEter, Gray of Gloucester, and 
old Cole of Reading', met altogether at Readinfc, and 
of their communication by the ivay as ihey rode to 
London. Chap, 2. 
When Gray of Gloceater, and William of Worcester 
were come to Reading, according to their cuatome, they 
alwayea called old Cole to haue his companie to London, 
who also duety attended their comming, hauing pro- 
nided a good breakefast for them : and when they bad 
well refreahed themselues, they tooke their horses 
rode on towards the Citie r and in their ionmey Wil- 
liam of Worcester asked them if they had not heard of 
the Earle of Moraigne his escape out of the Land f 
What is he fled qd. Gray l I muse much at this matter. 
being in such great regard with the King as be was : 
1 pray you, doe you not know the cause of his going. 



qd. Cole ? The common report, quoth Gray, is this, 
that the couelous Enrle, who through a greedy desire, 
neiier left begging' of the King for one thing or other, 
and his request beinj; now denied liim, of meerc obsti- 
nacy and wilfull frowardnGEse, hath banished htmselfe 
out of the Land, and quite forsaken the Country of 
Cornwall, hauing made a vow neuer to set foole \vith»n 
England agiune, and as report g ^eth, he with the late 
banisbt Earl of Shrewsbury, haue ioyned them^elues 
with Robert Duke of Normandy, against the King, the 
which aeiions of theirs hath inflamed the Kings wrath, 
that their Ladies with their cbildren are quite turned 
out of doorea succourleese and fnendlessc, so that it is 
told me, they wander vp .and downe the Country like 
forlorne people, and although many doe pitie them, yet 
few doe releeue them. 

A lamentable hearing, qd. William of Worcester, and 
with that casting their eyea aside, they espyed Tom Doue 
with the rest of his companions come riding to meete 
them, who as aoone as they were come thither, fell into 
such pleasant discourses, as did shorten the long \va.j 
they had to Colebroke, where alivayes at their comming 
towards London they dined : and being once entred into 
their lunp, according to olde custorae, good cbeere was 
prouided for them : for these Clothiers were the chiefeat 
guests that trauailed along the way : and this was aa 
sure as an act of Parliament, that Tom Doue could not 
digest his meat without musicke, nor drinke wine without 
en, so that his hostesae being a merry wench, would 
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nftcntlmes call in iwo or three of her neighboura « 
to Iteepe him cuiupooy, where, ere they parted, tbev 
were made a» pleasant as Pies. And this licing a 
tinuall ruatome atnon^'st them when they came thither, 
at length tlie woniena husbands lie^ranne to take excep- 
tions at tLeir nines going thither : whereupon great 
controuersie grew betweene them, in turh sort, that 
when they were most restraiaed, then they had moat 
desire to worke their wills : now gip (i[uoth ihey) n 
ivebeso tycd to our taske, that wee may not drinke witit' 
ourfrieoda? lie, fie, vpon these yellow hoHe; will no 
■ otber die eerue your turne ? Iiaue wee thus long bin your 
wiues, and doe you now mistrust ts I verily j on eate too 
much salt, and that makes you grjw eholericke, badde 
liners iudge all others the like, but in faith you shall not 
bridle vs so like asacs, hut wee will goe to our fnends, . 
when we are sent for, and doe you what you can. Well, 
quoth their husbands, if you be so head-strong, ' 
tame you : it is the duty of honest women to obey their 
husbands sayings. And of honest racu (quoth they) to 
thinke well of their wiuea ; but who doe sooner empeacli 
their credit, then their husbands, charging tlieui, if they 
doc but smile, that they are subtill ; and if they doe bat 
winke, they account them wily '■ if sad of cuunteuance, 
then sullen : if they be froward, then they are counted 
shrewes ; and sheepish if they bee gentle i i 
keepc her house, then you will say shee is melancholy, * 
if shee walke abroade, then you call her a gadder i 
Parltane, if she be precise ^ and a wanton, if shee he 
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" ^g&ftant .- SO there is no woman in the world Cliat koowes 
how to please you: that we thinkc our seluee accurst to 
be married wiues, liuing with so many woes. These men, 
of whose company you forewarne ■vs, are (for oug'ht that 
- eaer we saw) both honest and courteous, and in wealth 
farre beyond your selues : then what reason is there, 
why we should restraine to visit them! is their good 
will BO much to be requited with seome, that their cost 
may not be counteruaited with our company i if a woman 
be disposed to play light of loue, alas, alas doe you 
tliinke that you cau preuenl her ? Nay, wee mil abide 
by it, that the restraint of liberty inforceth women to he 
lewd : for where a woman cannot be trusted, she cannot 
tbinke her selfe beloued, and if not beloued, what cause 
hath she to care for such a one? therefore husban'ds, 
refiorme your opinions, and doe not worke your owne 
woes, with our discredit. The Clothiers, we tell you, 
are iolly fellowes, and but in reapeet to our courtesle, 
they would scome our company. 

The men hearinj^ their wiucs so well to plead for 
Ihemseluea, knew not how to answere, but said, they 
would put the burden on their conscieoces, if they deale 
vniuBtly \yith them, and so left them to their owne wills. 
The women hauiog thus conquered their husbands con- 
ceits, would not leaue the fauour of their friends for 
frownes, and as aboue the rest Tom Done was the most 
pleasaiitest, so was he had in most reputation ivlth the 
. women, who for his sake made this Song : 

p, Tom Douo, 



Tby coiBp«ny etiU »e loue, we loue, 

God grant ihae well lo thriue. 

And neuei will (we) depart from thee. 

For beller or worse, my ioj, 

For thou Bhalt sliil haue oui good wilt. 

Gods blessing on roj sweet Boy. 

This soDfr went vp and downe through tlie wbol^ 
Country, anil at length becnme a dance among the C' 
mon sort, so that Tom Done, for his tnirth and g 
fellowabip, wa# famous in eiiery place. Now when tl 
came to Loudon, tlicf tverc welcome to tbc Oaat lai 
the Gyant, and as soone as they were alighted, 
were saluted by the Merchants, who waited their com 
ming thither, and alwayea prepared for ihein a costlm 
supper, where they commonly made their bargaine, a 
vpoQ euer/ bargnine made, they still vsed lo send « 
tokens to the Clothiers wiues. The next muming they 
went [u the hall, ivhere they u^et theNortherneClothien, 
who greeted one another in this sort. What, my Mastem gf 
the West, well met: what cheeref what cheere! Euen the^ 
best cheere ourMerfbaiils could make vs: (quoth On^.jl 
Then yon could not chose but lare, well, quoth Hodge 
kms ; and you be weary of our company, adieu, quot 
Sutton : Not so, said Martin, liut shall wee not bauejil 
game eie wee goe i Ves faith for an hundred ponnds^ 
Well aaid, old Cole, said they ; and with thiit Cole aud I 
Gray went to the Dite tvilh Martin and Hodgekins, 
and the Dice running on Hodgekins side. Coles money 
began to waste. Now by the maase, quoth Cole, u 
money shrinkes as bad as Nurtherne cloth. ^Vhcn thefJ 



hail played long. Gray slept to it, and recouered t^iae 
the money tliat Cole had lost. But while (hey were thua 
playing', the rest being delitfhted in contrary raattere 
euery man satialied his owne humour. 

Tom Done called for musieke, William of Worcester 
for wine, Snlton set his delight io hearing merry tales, 
Simon of South-bampton got him into the kitchin, and 
to the pottage pot he goes, for he esteemed more a messe 
of pottage, then of a venizon pasty. Now air, Cutbert 
of Kendall was of another mind, far no meate pleased 
him ao well aa mutton, such as ^-aa laced in a red petti-' 
eoale. And you shall vnderetand, that alwayes when 
they ivcnt to dice, they got into Bosomes Inne ; which 
was Eo called of bis name that kept it, who being a fonle 
sloucR, went alwayca with his nose in hie bosotne, and 
one band in bis poeket, the other on his slafic, figuring 
forth a description of cold Winter, for he alwayes wore 
tivo coates, two caps, two or three paire of stockings, and 
a high paire of shooes, ouer the which he drew on a 
great paire of lined slippers, and yet would oft com- 
plaine of cold wherefore of all men generally he was 
called Old Bo some, and hi a bouac Bosom ea Inne. 

This lump of cold ice had lately married a young 
wife, who was a'^ wily as she was wanton, and in her com- 
pany did Cutbert onely delight, and the better to make 
passage to his loue, he would often thns commnne with 
her: I muse, good wife, quoth he. Uood wife, quoth 
ahe ; Verily sir, in mine opinion, there is none good but 
nd therefore call me Mistreaae. Then said Cul- 
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bert, Faire Mietria, 1 liaue often mused, that you being^ 
a proper ivomau, could find in your heart for to match 
wicli 8ucli a ^reazie Carle as this, aa cuill mannered 
mate, a foule lump of kitcliin-stufte, aad aucli a one 
is indeedc, a Kcurne of men ; Iiow tan you like bim tta 
all women mislilief l or loue such a loathsome creatumf 
me thinks verily it should grieue you to lend him a kiea^ 
much more tu lie with him. Indeed sir, quoth she, I 
but hard furtane in this respect, but my friends wonH. 
haue it S0| aud truly my liking' and my loue toward him 
are alike, he neuer had the one, nor ncuar shall get tl 
other: yet I may say to you Before I married him, thei 
I proper young' 



me, who loued 

cuuld get my compi 

wherein my pleaisuri 

and griefc, wherin r 

regartlfl mee, no ma 

they mi^'hc beare mi 

and this is a double ;;riefe, he 

a minde, that 1 cannot looke 



accuseth meof ir 



their lilies, and glad ivaa he tlu 

ly, those were my golden daye^ 

abounded, but these yeeres oFcu 

exccede. Now no mat 

nc, and albeit in secret 

g-ood-will, yet who dares shew it? 

me so iealous 

hut presently he 



nstancy, although (I protest) without 



And in truth, qd. Ctitbert, he should haue cause t» 
coiiiplaine for somewhat, were I aa you. As sure 
liue, and so be shall, quoth she, if he doe not change 
his byas. Cutbert hearing her say so, be^n to grow 
further in requesting her fauour, wishing he mig'ht be 
her seruaut and secret friend, and the better to obtune 



his desire, lie gauc Ler diuers gifts, inBomuch that she 
befi^n sometiiinr;' to lissen vnto him : and albeit she 
liked well of his apeeclies, yet would she blame him, 
and lake him vp very short sometimes for the same, till 
in ths ead, Cutbert shewed binsolfe to be desperate, 
paying liee would drowne himselfe rather than liuc in 
her disdaine. O my sweet heart not so, quoth nhee, 
God forbid I should be the death of any man ; Comfort 
thy selfe, kind Cutbert, and take this kisse in token of 
further kiodnesse, and if (hou wilt hane my fauour, 
thou must be wise and circumspect, and in my husbands 
aight I would alwayea haue thue to find fault with my 
doiagB, blame my bad huswifries, dispruse my person, 
and take exceptions at euery thing whereby he will be 
as well pleased, as Simou of South-hampton with a. 
messe of pottage. 

Deare Mistresae, quoth he, I will fulfill your charge 
to the vtleriDDSt, so that you will not take my ieat in 
eameat. Shee answered. Thy foulest speeches I will 
esteeme the fairest, and take euery dispraise to be a 
praise from thee, turning each word to the contrary : 
aud so for this time adieu, f^ood Cutb. for supper time 
drawes neere, and it is ibeet for me to looke for my 
meal. With that down comes old Bosome, calling his 
wife, saying. Ho Winifred, is supper ready? they haue 
done playing aboue : therefore let the Chamberlaine 
couer the Table. By and by, qd. she, it shall be done 
straight-way. How now my Masters who wins, qd. 
Cotbert! Our money walkes to the West, qd. Martin : 
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Cole bath woone 40 pounds of me, and Gray hatli gotten 
well; the best h <[<!. Hodgekins, tliey will pay for out 
lupper ; then let ts Iibuc good store of Sacke, qd. 
Sutton. Content eaid Cole, for I promise you, I s 
not to grow rich by Dit'e-playiog-, therefore call for 
what you will, I will pay for till. Vea said biiuonl 
Chttmberlaine, I pray thee bring a whole botlle of 
pottage fur me. Now Tom Done bad all the hdlere ata 
becke of his finger, which follow bim vp and down tha. 
City, UB diligent as little chickeoB after a ben, and n 
a vow, that there should want no Musicke. And at that 
time there liued in Londou a Muaician of great repute 
tion, named Reior, who kept his scruants in such costly 
gwmecta, that they might seeme lo come before any- 
Prince. Their eoates were all of one colour; and it it' 
Baid, that afterward the Nohillty of [bis Land, noting it 
for a seemely eight, vsed in like manner to keepe theip 
men all in one liuery. This Reior was the most akilt 
fullest Musician that liued at that time, whose wealth wat 
very great, ao that all the Instruments whereon his ser- 
uants plaid, were richly garnished with atuddesof ailner^ 
and some gold : the bowea belonging to their Vlolinu 
were all likewise of pure siluer. Hee was also for kia 
wisedoine called to great OfGce in the City, who also 
builded (at bis owne cosil the Priory and Hospital o£ 
S. Bartholomew in Smithflfld. His seruants being the 
best consorts in the City, were by Tom Doue appointed 
to play before the young Princes. Then supper being 
brought to the boord, they all sat down, and by andby 
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after comes vp ilieir Oast, who tooke liis place amonf; 
them : and anon after, the good vvifc in a red peticote 
and a \Taiatcoate, comes among' them as white as a Lilly, 
saying', My Masters, you are welcome, I pray you be 
merry. Thus falling close to their meate, when they 
had well fed, they found leysure to talke one with 
another : at what lime Cnt'i. began thus to finde fault, 
Vms, my Oast, quoth he, you haue a wise huawife 
to your wife, lieere is meate drest of a. new fashion i 
God aenda meate, and the deuil sends cooks. Why 
tfhat ailes the meate, quoth she, serues it not your 
tumes ? belter men then your sclfe are content iiithall, 
but a paultry companion is eucr worst to please. Away, 
you sluttish thing, qd. Cutbert, your husband hath a 
Bweet Jewell of you : I maniell such a graue ancient 
man would match himselfe with such a young giglot 
that hath as much handsomcnes in her, as good hiiKwifry, 
which is iust nothing at alt. \\'ell sir, said ahee, in 
regard of my hus'ianda presence I am loth to aggrauale 
anger, otherwise I ivould tell thee thy oivne. Goe td, 
what uecds all ihia, i^uoth the co:npany ? in good faith, 
Cutbert, you are to blame, you Snd fault where none Is. 
Tush, I must speake my mind, quoth Cutbert, I cannot 
diaaemlile, I trust the good man tliinkes neuer the worse 
of me : so I baue his good \till, what the foule euill care 
I for his wifes. Enough, quoth Tom Doue, let va ivith 
Musicke remoue theae brabbles, we meane to be merry, 
and not melancholy- Then said old Cole, Now trust 
me, Cutbert, we will have your Oasteaae and yon 



friends ere wc port : here iromaii t drioke to you, and 
re^ud DOt his words, for he is babbling wheresoeuer he 
comee. Quoth the woman. Nothing grieues me bo much, 
HS that hee should thus openly checke mee : if he had 
found any thing ainisse, be oiigbt hnue spied a better 
lime (0 tell mee of it then nuwc, ytvis he need not thnut 
my bad buaivifrie into my huabaudfl head, I liue not bo 
quietly with him, God wot : and with that she wept. 
Come Cutbert, quoth ihey, drinke to her, and ahalce 
hands and be friends. Come on, yuu puliog hagg«g% 
quotli he, I drinke In you, here will you pledge o 
and shake hands .' No, (quoth shee) I will see tl 
choackt first, sliake hands with thee i J will shake luutds 
with the deuill as soooe. Goe to, said her husband, jon 
shall ibake hands with him then ; If you wiUnot shake 
hands, lie shake you : what, you young huswife? Well, 
husband, said she, it becomes a woman to obey her 
husband, in regard whereof, I drink to him. Thata wdl 
EUd, quoth the company ■■ and so she tooke her leave 
and went downe. And within B while after they paid 
the shot, and departed tbente to larrats Hall, where 
they went to their lodginji- j and the next day they 
tooke their way homeward alttogether : and coinming to 
Colebmoke, they tooke vp their lo<iglug ; and it wu 
(Jolei custome (o deliuer his money to the good mfe of 
the home to keepe it till morning, which in the end 
turned to his vttcr destruction, as hereafter shall be 
shewed. 



How Grays wife of Glocester, with one or 
her neighbours went to the Faire, where s 
came rto be hired, and how ehe tooke the Earle of 
Shrewesburies Daughter into her aeruice. Chap. 3, 

It was wont to be an old cuHtome in Gloceaterahirc, that 
at a certaine time in the yeere, all such young men and 
Maidens as were out of aeruice, resorted to a &ire that 
was kept iieere Glocester, there to be ready for any that 
would come to hire thena, the young men stood all on a 
row on the one side, and the maidens on the olher. It 
came to pass. Chut the Earle of Shrewsbnriea daughter, 
whose father was lately banished, being driven into 
great distresse, and weary with trauell, as one whose 
delicate life ivaa neuer vsed to such toyle, sate her 
doivne qion the high-way aide, making this lamentation: 
false and deceitfull world, quoth she ! who is in 
thee that wishes not to be ridof ihee, fur thy extremities 
are great } Thou art deceitfull to all, and trusty to 
none. Fortuner is thy treasurer, wlio is like thy selfr, 
wauering and vncoastaut, she setteth vp tyrants, beateth 
downe Kinp : giueth shame to some, and reoowne to 
others : Fortune giueth theee euils, and we see it 
not : with her hands she toucheth va, and we feele it 
not; she treades vs vnder foot, and we know it not; she 
speakcs in our cares, and wc heare heruot; she crieii 
aloud, and we voderstand her not: And why? because 
we know her not, vntill misery doth make her manifee^i, 
h my deare father, well maist thou doe. Of all 



miafortuiieB it is most vnbiippy to be furCiitiatc : and by 
tltii niUfortune came my fall. Was Guer good Lady 
Tirougbt to this extremity i \lbst is become of my rare 
Jewels, luy ricL aray, my suiiiptuona fare, my wiidng 
BenUDts, my luauy bieaiis, and all my vainc pleaanreEl 
my pleasure h bauisht by displeasuru, tiiy friends fled 
like flies, my seruDDts gone, ray feasting' turned to fast- 
ing, my ricb array consumed to raggee, and my lewela 
deeke out my cbiefcBt enemies ^ therefore of all tbinga 
the roeaiiest state is best, pouerly witb surety, ie better 
tbau honour tnixei^ ivitb fearc : eeeing God bath allotted. 
me to tbis misery of life, 1 will frame my heart to em- 
brace humility, aud carry a mind answerable to my re 
fortunes, fie on this vaine title of Ladisbip, bow little 
doth it auaile tbc distressed 1 No, no, 1 must therefore 
forget tny birth aud pareutage, and think no mon 
iny fathers bouse, where I was ivont to bee serued, 
will 1 leamc to eerue, and plaine Meg shall be my as 
good Lord grant I may get a guod scruice, nny any ser- 
uice shall seru::, where I may haue meat, drinke, and 
apparell. She had no sooner spoken these words, but. 
she spied a couple of maidens more coniming towards . 
her f who were going Eo the faire - and bidding her good 
morrow, asked her if she went to the faire- Yea maiy 
qd. she I am a poor mans child that is out of sen 
and I heare that at the Statute, folkes doc come of pur- 
pose to hire aeruants. True it is, said the Maidens, ( 
thither goe we for the same purpose, and would be g 
of your company. With a good will, and I am right 



glad of yours, eaid she, beseeching you good Maidens, 
you will doe me the faiiour, to tell me what seniice were 
beat for ine ; for t!ie more too blame my parents, they 
would neuer put me forth to know any thing. Why 
what can you doc (quoth the Maidena?) can you brew 
and bake, make butter and cheese, and reape come 
well : No verily, said Margaret, hul I would be right 
glad to learoe to doe any thing whatsueuer it be. If 
you could apiii or card, said another, you might do ex- 
celleutwell with a Clolher, for they are the best aeruicea 
that I know, there you shall be sure to fare well, and so 
line merrily. 

Then Margaret wept, saying, alas, what shall I doel 
I waa neuer brought vp to these ibiiiga. What, can you 
doe nothing, quoth theyf No truly (quoth she) that is 
good for any thing, but I can read and write, and aowe, 
some skill I have in my needle, and a little on my Lute : 
but (his, I see will profit me nothing. Good Lord, quoth 
they, are you bookiah f wee did neuer heare of a Maide 
before that could reade aud write. And although you 
can doe no other thinjj, yet possible you may get a 
seruice, if you can behaue your selfe manerly. I pray 
you qd. another, seeing you are bookish, will you doe bo 
tnucb as to reade a loue-letter that is sent me ? for I 
was at a friends of mine with it, and he ivas not at home, 
and so I know not what is in it. 1 pray you let me see 
it, quoth Margaret, and I will shew you. Whereupon 
she rendeth as followetb. 



And now 1 heue Bay that ibou doat rei 
And Iherofore, lennj, 1 pray lice recit 



Tliat thau no longer wilt hero remune. 



And in apight of Fortuoe, Bat, or Mouse, 



Now atae, jrood suulc (quoth lenuy) I thinke he boTl 
the kindest young man in the world. The rest an! 
ed, that he seemed no (esse, and surely it appeareth J 
that he is a pretty witty fellow, quotii one of ihein, how \ 
finely hee hath written his letter in rime, trust it 
will glue you a good thing, and let me haue a copy of it' 1 
to send to my sweet-heart : that you shall with all my 
heart ; and so comming to the iatre, they tooke vp Aur I 
standing. 

Within a while after, goodwife Gray of Gloceitor ] 
cume thither to store iter aelfe of diuers commoditiea j J 



and when shee bad bought what she would, she told her 
neighbour abe bad ^reat need of a mBid-seruant or 
tivaine : therefore, (|d. ahe,good neigbliourgoe witbnie, 
and let me baue your opinion. Wiih a good will, said 
her neighbour, and together tbey went, and looking and 
viewing the maideua oucr, she tooke gpeciall notice of 
Margaret. Beleeue me, quoth abee, there. stands a 
very proper maiden, and one of a modest and eomely 
countenance. Verily, said her neighbour, so she is, as 
euer I looked vpon. 

The maiden seeing. them lo view her so well, was ao ' 
abashed, that a scarlet colour oversprcd ber lilly ebeekes, 
ivhieb the woman perceiuiog, came vnto her, and asked 
if she were willing to seme. The maid with a low cur- 
teaie, and a most gentle speech, answered, it was the 
onely cause of her comming. Can you spinnc or card, 
said good-wife Gray ? Truly Dame, said she, though 
my cunning therein be but email, my good will lo 
learne is great, and I trust, my diligence shall content 
you. What wages will you take, quoth good-wife Gray? 
I will referre that, said Margaret, to, your conscience 
and courtesie, desiring' no mure then what I shall de- 
serue. Then asking what Country-woman she was, the 
maiden wept, saying : Ah good Dame, I was vntimely 
borne in Shropshire, of poore parents, and yet not so 
needy as vnfortuuate, but death hauing ended their 
sorrowes, hath left me to the cruelly of these eriuious 
timea, to finish my Parents Tragedy with niy troubles. 
What! maiden qd. her daiue, haoe you a care to doe 



your busines, and to liue in GikIb teare, and you s 
liaue 1)0 care to regard fortunes frownes, and so they 
went home together. 

Now, so BOODC aa the (tood-nian aaw her, hee aaked 
hia wife where ehc had that iiiaiden ! .She saiil, at 
Fsire. Why then qunth he, thou hast brought all the 
faire away, and I doubt it were helter for ts, to send the 
fidre to another Towne, then to keepe the faire here. 
Why man, quoth abe, what naeane you by that ? Woman, 
I meane this, that she will prone a Loadstone, to draw 
the hearts of nil uy meu after her, and so we ihatl haue 
wise service done of all aides. Then said bid wife, f 
hope, huiband, hlargaret will have a better care both lo' 
her owne credit, and our commodity then ao, aad ai 
her alone to looke to such matters. Is thy name Mar- 
garet, quoth her Master! proper is thy nmne to lhj> 
peraon, for thou art a pearle indeed, orient, and rich ii 
beauty. 

Ifia wife hearing hitn say so, began to change her 
opinion : What husband Cqnoth she) ia the irind at that 
doore ? Begin you to like your maid ao well ? 1 doubt 
1 had most need to looke to your aelfe : before God, I 
had rather then an ungell I had chosen some other: 
but heare you maid, you shall packe hence, I will n 
nourish a Snake in roy bosome, and therefore get yoa 
gone, I will none of you, prouide a aeruice where yoa 

The maiden hearing her say so, fell downe on 
kneea, and besought her, saying, O aweet dame, be not 



so cruell Co me, to tarne me out of doores, now : bIbe, I 
knoiv not ivhere to ifoe, or wliat to doe, if you foraake 
me. O let not the fading beauly of my face dispoile me 
of your fauour : for rather tlieu tliat shall liinder my 
seruicc, this my knife shall aoone distigm^ my face, and 
1 will banish beauty as my greatest enemy. And ivith 
that, her aboundant tearea stopped her speech, that shee 
could not rtter one word more. 

The woman seeing this, could not harbour any 
longer, nor could her Master stay in the roome for 
weeping. Well, Margaret, said her dame (little know- 
ing that a Ludy kneeled before her) vsing thy aelfe 
well 1 will keepc thee, and thou ahalt bauc my 
good will, if thou gouenie thyselfe with wiaedomc^ 
and BO she sent her about her businesae. Her hus- 
band comming' to supper, aaid, Hoiv now wife, 
art thou so doubtful! of me, that thou hast put away thy 
maiden? I wis (qd. she) you are a wise man, to stand 
praising of a maidens beauty before her face ■- and you 
a wise woman, qd. he, to ^row iealous ivithout a cause. 
So to supper they went, and because Blargaret shewed 
her seife of finest behauiour uboue the rest, she was 
appointed to waite on the table. And it is to be vnder- 
stood, that Gray did neuer eaCe his meat alone, but still 
bad some of his neighbours with him, before whom be 
called his maid, saying, Margaret, come hither. Now 
because there wis another of the same name in the 
house, she made answer, t call not you, maiden, <)uath 
be, but Mai^eret with the lilly- white hand. After which 
time she was euer called &o. 



How the Kings Maieatie Bent far the ClotbierB, and of 
the aundry fauours nhich he did them. Chap. 4. 

Kind Henry prouiding- fur his voya^ into France, 
against King' Lewis and Rotiert Uuke of Normandie his 
owne brother, committed the Gouernraenl of the Realnie 
in 'his absence, to the Bishop of Salisbury, n man of 
great wisedome and learning, ivhom the king esteemed 
highly, and afienvard he thought ^(ond to send for the 
chiefe ClotUiera of England, who according to the kings 
appointment came to the Caurl.'O'nd huuiiig licence to 
come before his Maieatie, he spake to this effect. 

The strengtii of a King is the lone and friendstiip of 
his people, and he gouernes ouer his Realme most 
surely, that mleth iuatice ivith mercy : for he ought to 
feare many, whom many doe fcare ■ therefore the 
Ooucraors of the Com man- wealth ought to obaerue two 
specioil precepts : the one is, that they so maintaioft 
the profit of the Commons, that whatsucuer in their 
calling they doe, they rcferre it thereunto: the other,' 
that they be alivayes as well carefull oner the whole 
Common- wealth, as ouer any part thereof i lest, while 
Ihey Tphold the one, the other he brought to viler decay. 

And forasmuch as 1 doe vnderstand, and haue partly 
seene, that you the Clothiers of England are no small 
benefit to the wealth publike, I thought it good to know 
from your owne moutlies, if there be any thing not yet 
granted that may benefit you, or any other thing to be 
removed that doth hurt you. 



OP TROMAH OF READING. 2? 

The great desire I liaue to maintaine you in your 
irailett, hatli moued me hereunto. Therefore boldly say 
what you would haiie in the one thinp or the other, anil 
I will giant it you, 

A^th tliat. they all fell downe Tpoa their knees, and 
desired God to saue his Maie^tie, and withall, requested 
three dayes respit to put in their auswere : which was 
^rauQted. And thereupon they departed. 

When the Clothiers had well considered of theiie 
matters, at length they thought mccCe to request of his 
MaieatJc for their first benefit, that all the Cloth- 
measnrea thorow the Land might be of one length, 
whereas to their great disfiduantB^e before, euery good 
rowne had a seuerall measure, the difficulty thereof was 
such, that they could not keepe them in memory, nor 
know how to keepe their reckonings. The second thin^ 
whereof they found themselueB griened, was this, that 
the people would not take crackt money, though it were 
neuer bo good siluer? whereupon it came to passe, that 
the Clothiers and diucrs others, receiuing great aumtnea 
of money, doe take among it much crackt money, it 
serued them to do vse, because it would not goe cunant, 
but lay vpou their hands without profit or benefit 
whereof they prayed reformation. The third was a 
griefc, whereof Hodgekins of Halifax complwned, and 
that was. That whereas the Towne of Halifax liued al- 
together vpon Cloathing, and by the reason of false 
borderers, and other euill minded persons, they were oft 
robbed, and had their clothes carried out of their lieldes. 
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that case, are not sufficient to kcepc men in awe, it is 
indeed high time to liaue sharper punishment for them. 

With that Hodf^ekina Fmnanncrly iaterrupCed the 
King, saying in brood Northerue speech, Yea gude faith, 
inai Liedg, the faule eule of mai saule, gift any 'thing 
will keepe tliem whiat, till the karlea be hanged by the 
cragge. What the dule care ihey for bearing their 
eyne, sea lang as they may gae groping vp and downe 
the Country like fanse lizar lownes, heggiug and 
craking ? 

The King amiling to heare this rough-hewne felloiw 
make this reply : Content tbec Hodgekiiis, for we wilt 
have redrcaee fur all : and albeit that hanging of men 
was never aeene in England, yet seeing the corrupt 
world is gTOwne more bold in all ivickednesse, I thinkc 
it not amisae to ordain this death for such malefactors : 
and peculiarly to the towne of Halifax I giue this pri- 
uilege, That whosoever they finile stealing their Cloth, 
being taken with the goods, that irithout further iudge- 
ment, they shall be hanged vp. 

Thus (said our King) I haue granted what you re- 
quest, and if hereafter you find any other thing that 
may be good for you, it shall be granted ; for no longer 
would 1 desire to liue among you, then I have care for 
the good of the Common-wealth : at which words ended, 
the king rose from his Royall Throne, while the Clothiers 
on their knees prayed for both his health, and happy 
Huccesse, and shewed themselves most thankcfull for his 
HighneEaes fauour. Mia Moieslie bending his body 



towards tliein, that at hie home returne, bee would (by 
the grace of Gwi) wait tLem. 

How the Clothiers had prouided a sumptuous feast for 

the Kings sonnes, Prince Williiun and Prince Robert, 

jLt Gerarda Hall j shewing also what thance befell 

Cutberl of Kendall at that same instant. Chap. 5. 

The Clothiers i(eparting from tlic Court in a merry 

mind, ioj'full of tbeir good sncccisiie, each one to othei 

prused and magnified Ihe Kings great wiaedome and 

rertue, commending also his affability and gentle dia- 

positioD, so that Hodgekina affirmed on hia faith, that 

bee had rather speake to his Kings Maicatie, then to 

many Justices of peace. Indeed (said Cole) he ia ft 

most mild and mercifuU Prince, and 1 pray God be may 

tang rai^ne over \f. Amen said the rett. 

Then said Cole, My Masters, shall we forget th» 
great courtesie of the Kings eoiiues, those sweet anfti 
gentle Princes, that still showed us fauour in our suite I 
in my opinion, it were reason to gratilie them in somq ' 
sort, that we may not vtterly bee condemned of ingra- 
titude wherefore (if you thinke good) we ivill prepare a 
banquet fur them at our Oast Garrats, who aa you know 
bath a fairc bonse, and goodly roomes : Besides, the 
man himseife is a most courageoos mind and good be< 
hauiour, sufficient to entertain a Prince j his wife alao U 
a dainty fine Cooke : all which conaidered, I know not ft 
litter place in London. Tis true, quoth Sutton, and if 
the rest he content, I am plwsed it shall be so. At 
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ii they all answered, Vea, for quoth the^, it will not 
be paeeing forty ahillings a piece, and that we shall re- 
couer iu our crackt mouey. 

Being' thua agreed, (he feaet was prepared. Tom 
Doue, quoth they, we will commit the prouiding of 
musicke to thee : and I, said Cole, will inuitc dtiiers 
of our Merchants and their iviues to the same. Thafts 
well remeiahred, said Gray. Upoa this they called to 
the Oast and Uaatesse, shewing- their determination, 
who most willinj^ly said, all thiujrs should be made 
ready, but I would haue two dayea liberty, said the 
goodnife, to prepare my house and other things. Con- 
tent, said the Clothiera, in the ineane space we will bid 
our guests, and dispatch our other affaires. But Simon 
of Southumpton chanjed his OaaleBse, that in aoy case 
she should not forget to make good store of pottage. 1i 
shall be done, quoth she- 
It is to be remembred, that while this preparation 
was in hand, that Cutb. of Kendall had not forgot his 
kindnes to his Oastesse of Bosomes Inne. Therefore 
finding time conuenient when her husband waa ouersee- 
ing his hay-makers, hee greeted her in this aort. Sweet 
OaateGse, though I were the last time I was in towne, 
ouer-bold with you, yet I hope it was not so offenaiue to 
you, aa you made sbew for. Bold, my Cutbert ? quoth 
ahe, thou hast vowed thy aelfe my semant ; and so bdng, 
you are not to bee blamed for doing what I wild you. 
By my honesty, I could not chuse but amile to my selfe, 
80 soone as I was out of their sight, to thinke how 



prettily you begao to brabble. But now, cjuoth he, < 
will cIiBDge our chidings to kiBaings, luid it ycxetli i 
that tlieae cberry lipps should be subiect to such a Lolv f 
Cocke as thy husband. 

Subieci to hitD, quoth she; In fnith sir, no, i will ] 
haue my lips at as muck liberty as tiiy tongue, the oat I 
to say what I list, and the other to touch whom I like: - 
In troth, shall I tell thee, Cuthert, the churles breadi I 
smels BO strong, that I care as much fnr kissing of him, I 
OS for looking' on hi[n : it is su(.-h a mis-shapen mizer, 
and sueh a bundle of beastlinesse, that I c 
chinke on him without apittiog. Fie vpoii him, I would 
ray frieuds had carried nie to my grauc, when they went 
with mc (0 the Cbur<:h, to make him my husband. And J 
no sliedding a ieiv dissemblinc^ teares, she slopt. What, I 
ray Bweel Mistresse (quoth he) weepe youf Nay ait J 
downe by ray side, and I ivill sing tliee one of myfl 
Counlrey ligges to make thee [uerry. Wilt thou in fu.tk'f 
(qnoth ahee) I) Yes verily, said Culbert : and in troth, 1 
quoth she, if you full a-ainging 1 will sing with you. Thalfl 
ie well you can so suddenly change your notes, quotbf 
Cutbert, then haue at it. 

Mm, IiQUg liaue Ilou'd this bonny LaEse, 

' Yet durst not ibew the same. 

Won. Theteia you piaae yauriieire an Aase, 

Mak, I was (te more to blame. 

Yat BliU will I lemaine to thee , 

Tntng dilly do, tnui| dilly : 

Tby fiiend and lauei secretly. 

Wuu. Thou art my ovne sweet bully. 



Utiv. But when ehill 1 eoio; Iliee. 

delight of thy faita loue 1 
Won. Eu«i when thou seeBt that fortuna 

all manner leis rsmauc. 
Mas. O, I will fold Ihee in my anneB, 

Trang dilly do, tiuig dilly, 
And keejie thee so from sudden h: 
Won. Thou art my owne sweet buHy. 

Wou. My hnshand be is gone fromhornr 






It very well, 
le letume again < 



Man. But when w 
WoM. In trutl 

If long be keeps him oat of tight, 
Tning dilty do, trang dilly. 

Be Blue thoushalt haue (by delighi. 
Man. ThoD art my bunny las^e. 

While tliey were singing' thia song', her husband being 
on a auddeo come home, stood secretly Ln a comer aiid 
heard all, and bicaiiiii^ liimseJfe with both bis hands, 
sud, O abominable dissimulation, moaetrous bypocriiie, 
and are you in this humour? can you brawle together 
and sing together? Well, qd.'hee, I will let them alone, 
10 see a little more of their knauery. Neuer did Cat 
watch Mouse so narrowly, as I irill watch them ; And 
BO going into the kitchin, lie asked hia wife if it were not 
dinner time. £uen by and bj^ husband (quoth ahe) the 
meat nill be ready. Presently after comes in Hodge- 
Idpa and Martin, who straight asked for Cutbert of 
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Kendall. Answer was made, that be was in his chamber. 
So when they had called him, they went to dinner : then 
they requested that their ( »ast and Oastesse would sit 
with them. 

Husband, said she, you may goe if you please : but 
as for roe, I will desire pardon. Nay, good-wife, goe vp^ 
said her husband. What woman, you must beare with 
your guests. Why husband, qd. she, doe you thinke 
that any can beare the flirts and fromps, which that 
Northerne tike gaue me the last time he was in towne ; 
now God forgiue me, I had as liefe see the diuell as to 
Bee him : therefore good husband goe vp your selfe, and 
let roe alone, for in faith, I shall neuer abide that Jacke 
while I Hue. Upon these words away went her husband, 
and though he said little, he thought the more. Now 
when he came vp, his guests bade him welcome. I pray 
you sit downe, good mine Oast, quoth they, where is 
your wife ? What will she sit with ys ? No verily, said 
he, the foolish woman hath taken such a displeasure 
against Cutbert, that she sweares she will neuer come in 
his company. Is it so, said the other ? then trust me 
we are well agreed : and I sweare by my fathers sale, 
qd. hee, that were it not meete for good will to you, 
then loue to her, I would neuer come to your house 
meere'. I beleeue it well, said old Bosome. And so 
with other communication they droue out the time, till 
dinner was ended. 

After they were risen, Martin and Hodgekins got 
them forth about their affaires, but Cutb. tooke his Oast 



Ty the hand, anyinp, My Oaat, lie goe taike with your 
wife i for ray part I tliougUt we had bin frienda : but 
seeing her stnmacke is so big', and her lieart bo ffreat, I 
will see what :ihe ivill say to me ; and with ihut he stcpt 
jnto the kitchin, saying, God speed vou Oastia. It muat 
he when you are away then, said she. What is your 
reason, said tlie otlier ? Because Ood neuor eomea wliera 
knaueg are present- Gip goodly draggletaile, (|d. hci 
had I such a wife, I would present her tallow-face to the 
deuill fur a candle. With that ehc bent her browcs, and 
like a Fury of hell began to flie at him, saying, Why 
you gag-tootli Jache, you blinking coinpantou, get thee 
out of my kitchin quickly, or with my poivdreil beefe- 
brotb, I ivill make your pate aa bold an a Fryers. 

Get rae gone, quoth he! thou shalt not bid me twice; 
ont you durty heelea, yoii tviU make your huebauda hure 
growe ihoraw his hood I doubt: and with (hat he gut 
him into the Hall, and eat him downe on the bench by 
his Oaat, to whom he said: 'Tie piltie, my Oast, that 
your aged veeree that loues quietneese, shouhl be trou- 
bled witli such a scolding queane. I, God heipe me, 
God heipe me, ijuoth tlie old man, and so went towards 
the stable : ivh:ch his wife watching, suddenly stept out 
and gaue Cutbert a kisse. 

Within an houre after, the old man craftily called for 
his Nag to ride to Held : but as sooue as he waa gone, 
Cutbert nnd hi^ Oasteaae were such good frieiida, that 
they got into one of Ware-houses, and lockt the doore to 
them ■- but her hua band hauing seta spic for the purpose. 
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tuddenly tnnied backe, uid ctUed for a capcue vi 
lay in the X^'arehonic. The eeniBiit could not find the 
ke<r bv any meaac!. Wliereopoa bte called to haue the 
lodce broke open. Which ther within hearing, opened 
the doore of their owne accord. So »oone as her buibaod 
e^ied her in thai place, irith adminilon he said : O 
pMuoD of my heart, irhat doe you here? what, you 
Ih«I cannot abide one another .' what make yaa oo cloie> 
loi^ther? ill your chiding and rwyling, brabling, bimI 
brKuling, come to tbii? O what dissemblers are tfaesel 
Why. my Oast, i^ Catbert, what need yon take the 
matter so hot ? 1 gaae a Cheese i« my Conntry-mu 
llodgekuis, to lay rp, and delioered it to your wife to be 
ke«pi ; and then t$ it t>ot reason, that she should come 
and teeke me my Cheese ! O, quoth the old man, belike 
Ihc dore was lockt, beeanse the Cheese should not 
away. The doore sud Us wife Tsknowne to vs clapt is 
it telfc. and hauin^ a spring locke, was presently fast. 
Well, huswife, fi. he, I will pue yon as much credit ai 
a CroCKlile. hut as for your cvmpanion, 1 will teach him 
to cnrae hither to looke Chee=«s. 

And with that he cnsed his men to t^e him pre- 
santly, and to bind him hand and foot- Wiicb hdn; 
done, they drew him rpin a basket into the smoky louer 
nf the hall, and there they did let him han^ all that 
nijtbi, Fiien till the next day dinner time, when he shouU 
hauc becne at the banquet with the Princes . for ndther 
Ilodgckins nor Manin could intreai their inflamed Oaet 
to let Uu downe. 



And in such a heate was bee driuen with drawing 
him Tp, tliat he ivas fuine to cost off his ^ownes, his 
coates, BDil two paire of his stockings, to coole himselfe, 
making a. vow he should hang there scuen yeeres, except 
the Kings sous came in person to beg his pardon, which 
most of all gricucd Cutb. Wbea Cole and the rest of the 
Weaterne-Y'eomen heard hereof, they could not chuae 
but laugh, to thioke that he was so taken tardy. 

The young' t'rincea hauing giuen promise to be with 
the clothiers, kept their hoare, but when all the rest 
went to giuc them eutertaiumcnt, Kimon was so busie in 
supping his pottage, that be could not spare so much 
time. Which when ths Princes saw, with a smiling 
countenance they said, Sup Simon, thcrcs good broth : 
or else beshrew our Oastesse, quoth he, neucr looking 
behind him to see who spake, till the Prince clapt him 
on the shoulder. But good Lord, how blanke he was 
when hcc spied them, knowing not how to excuse the 



Well, the Princes hauing ended their banket, Garrat 
comes and with one of .his hands tooke the table of aix- 
teene foote long quite from the ground ouer their heads, 
from before the Princes, and Ect it on the other side of 
the hall, to the great admiration of all them that 
beheld it. 

The Princes being then ready to depart, the Clothiers 
moued them in pkasant mancr, to be good to one of 
their company, that did neither sit, lie, nor stand. Then 

must needs hang, qd. thePrinces. And so he doth. 
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roost ejfcelleiit Princes, qd. they ; and therewithall told 
them the whole matter. When they heard the storie, 
downe to Bosomes Inne they goe, where looking vp into 
the roofe, spied poore Cutbert pinned vp in a basket, 
and almost smoaked to death, who although hee were 
greatly ashamed, yet most pitifully desired that they 
would get him release. 

What is his trespasse, said the Prince ? Nothing if it 
shall like your Grace, qd. he, but for yoking for a 
cheese : But hee could not find it without my wife, said 
the good-man : the villaine had lately dined with mutton, 
and could not digest his meatc without cheese, for wluch 
cause I haue made him to fast these tweuly houres, to 
the end he may haue a better stomacke to eate his 
dinner, then to vse dalliance. 

Let me intreate you, quoth the Prince, to release 
him : and if euer hereafter you catch him in the come, 
dappe him in the pownd. Your Grace shall request or 
command any thing at my hand, said the old man : and 
so Cutbert was let downe vubound, but when he was 
loose, he vowed neuer to come within that house more. 
And it is said, the old man Bosome ordained, that in 
remembrance of this deed, euery yeere once all such as 
came thither to aske for cheeses, should be so serued : 
which thing is to this day kept. 



How Simons wife of ^outhamptOD, beta^ wholly bent to 

pride aad pleasure, requested her huaband to see 

London, wliith being j[rati ted, liowshe g-ot good-irife 

!Jutton of Salial'ury to gne with her, who toulce Grab 

to gn along with them, and how he prophecied of 

manj' things. Chap G. 

Thk ClothierB beinff all come from London, Suttoris" 

mfe of Soulh-hampton, who \tas ivith her husband yery 

mery and pleaaant, brake her mind vuto him in this 

sort I 

Good Lord, husband^^ will you neuer be so kind aa 
let me goe to London with you? shall I be pend vp in 
South -ham pt on, like a Pjlrat in a ca^e, or a Capon in a 
coope! I would request no more of vou in lieu of all 
my paines, i^arke and care, but tu haiie one weel^s time 
to see that fain? Cily: what is this life, if it be not niixt , 
with some delight? und what delight is more pleasing' 
then to see the fashions and maners of vnknowne placei? 
Therefore ;;ood husband, if thou louest me deny not this 
simple request. Vou know I am no eominon gitdder, 
nor liaue oft troubled you with trauell. God kuoives, 
this niny he the last thing that eocr 1 shall re<]ueat at 
your hands. 

Woman, quolh he, 1 would willingly aatiafie your 
desire, but you know it is not conuenient for both of vs 
to be abroad, iHir charge ja ao great, and therefore our 
care ought not nof be small. If you will goe your selfe, 
one of my men shall goe with yon, and money enough 
■ Qo. Simon'.. t Qn, lo. 



you ahull baue in your purse: l)Ut to goe nritli you ray 
lelfe, you aee my buBinesae mil not permit me- 

Husband, said she, 1 accept your gentle offer, and it 
may be I aball intreat my gossip Sutton to goe aloni; 
with me. 1 shall be glad qd. her huabanil, prepare your 
selfe when you will. 

When alie had obtained this licence, she sent her 
taaa Wetsell to Saliabury, to know of good-ivife Sutton 
ifshee would keepc her company to London. Mattona 
ivlfe betu/{ BE willing- to goe, &3 she was to requeBl, 
neuer rested till she had goltcu leaue of her husband j 
the which when she had obtained, casting in her mind 
their pleasure would bee small, being but they tn^ne ! 
thereupon the wily woman sent letters by collericke 
Crabbe her man, both to Grayes wife, and FitzalleDi 
wife, that they would meet thcin at Reading, who likinff 
well of the match, consented, and did so prouide, that 
they met according to promise at Reading, and from 
thence iviih Coles wife tliey went all together, with eadi 
of them a man to London, each one taking vp their 
lodging with a seuerall friend. 

M'hen the Merchants of London vnderstood thof 
were in towne, they inuited tbcm euery day home to 
their owne houses, where they had delicate good cheere: 
nod when they went abroad to sec the commoditieB of 
the City, the Merchants iviues eucr bore them company, 
being attired most dainty and fine : which when tha 
' Clethiere wiues did sec, it ^icued their hearts they bad 
not the libe. 



Now, when they were broug'ht into Cheap-side, there 
with great wonder they beheld the ahops of the Gold- 
smiths J aiid on the other side, the wealthy Meroeri, 
whose shops ahined with all sorts of coloured ailkes : in 
Watlinf -street they viewed the great number of Drapers : 
in Saint Martina, SLooroftiiera: at Saint Nicholas Church, 
the flesh shanablea j at the end of the old Change, the 
Fiah-mougera : ia Can die week -street, the Weauers : then 
tame into the lewea-street, where all the lenes did inha- 
bite : then oaiue they to Dlackwel-hall, where the Coun- 
try Clothiers did vse to meele. 

Afterwards they proceeded, and came to S. Pauls 
Church, whose steeple was so hie, that it seemed tu 
pierce the clowdes, oti the top whereof, was a great and 
mighty Weather-cocke, of cleaiie siluer, the which not- 
withstanding seemed aa stnall as a sparrow to mens eyes, 
it stood so exceeding high, the which goodly Weaiher- 
CDcke was afterwards stolne away, by a cuiining Cripple, 
who found meanes one night to clime vp to the top of 
the steeple, and tooke it downe: with the which, and a 
great summe of money which he had got together by 
begging in his life lime, he builded a gate on the North 
side of the City, which to this day is called (Jripple- 
gate. 

From thence they went to the Tower of Londoo, 
which was builded by lulius Ctesar, who was Emperour 
of Rome. And there they beheld salt and wine, which 
hadlyen there euer since the Romanes inuaded thisLand, 
fas many yeeres before our Sauiour Chrbt was 



borne, the tviiie woi growne so thicke, tliat it might 
haue beene cut like a tellf. A.nd in that place also iliey 
SBW the money that was made of leather, which i 
cient time went tjuirant amongst Uic people. 

When they hud to their great coiilentation beheld all 
this, they repaire<( to their lodginen, hailing also 
sumptuous supper ordained for them, with all delight 
that might he. And you gliall vnder^tand, that when 
the Country Weauers, which came up with their damea, 
saw the Weauers of C an lilewike- street, they hod great 
desire presently to haue souie oonference with theni} 
and thus oue began to challenge the other for woriie- 
raanship: quoth Weasell, lie norkc with any of yon all 
fOr s crowue, take if you dare, and he that makes hil 
yard of cloth soonest, shall haue it. Vou eh^l he 
wrouj;ht withall, said the other, and if it were for t«tt 
crownea : but we will make this hargdne, that each of 
vs shall made their owne guilles. Content, qnotk 
Weasell: and bo to works they went, hut Weasell lost; 
Whereupon another of them tooke the matter ia hand,- 
who lost likewise; so that the London ^^'eaue^s trium 
phed against the Country, casting forth diuera frumps, 

Alas poore fellowea, quoth they, your hearts ar 
^ood, hut your hands are ill. Tush, the fault was ii 
their legs, quoth another, pray you ftiend, were you no 
borne at home? Why doe you nske, quoth Weasell I 
Because, said hee,the biggest place of yourlcf^ge is' 
next to your shooe. 

Crab hearing this, being Cholericke of nature, chafed 



like a man of Law at the Barre, and he wagera with 
them four crotvuee Co twnine : the others Hgreed, to 
worke they ^o : l)ut 0»b cooquered theui all. Where- 
upon the Loudon Weauers were nipt in the head like 
birds, and hud not a word to say, 

Now, xaitli Crab, ae v/e haue lost nolhiug, so yoa 
balie woniie nothing, and beeause 1 know you cannot be 
right Weauera, except you be good-feliowea, therefore if 
you will goe with vs, we will bestuw the Ale vpon you- 
That is epoken like a guod-fellow and like a Wcauer, 
quotk the other. So along they went as it were to the 
iigae of the red Crosse. 

When they were set diiwue, and had drunke well, 
they began merrily to prattle, and to extoll Crab to the 
skies. Whereupon Crab protested, that bee would come 
aod dwell amonjr them. Nay, that must not be, said a 
London Weauer -. the King hath giucn vs priuiledge, that 
none should Hue among ua, but such as serue seuen 
yeeres ia London. With that Crab, according lo his old 
maner of prophesying, said thus: 

The day ia very neere at liuiid. 
When as the King o( this fairo Land, 
Slial ptiuileJge yau more then sa : 
Then Weauns nhall in skulet gae. 

And to one brotliethood be bioughc. 
The first is in I^adon nrougbt. 
When othei Tiaiies-men by yDurfsuie. 
Shall couet all to due the same. 
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Tben diall joa »U Ikw woidnMi well, 
Bat this one tbiBg I ikall joa tell : 
Tbe day will cone before die doome/ 
In Caadleweek-ctreeC ehaD Hmd no loome. 

Nor nny Weuwr dwelling time. 
Bat men tlint ehall man credit beue : 
for CkKhing iheU be tore decnjde. 
And men TndiMM thnt rae dinft tnde. 

And y«t the dny eome men shall see, 
Thb tnde againe shall laised be. 
When as Bajliife of Sarom towne ; 
Shall hay and porchaae Bishops downe. 



When there neoer aaan did sow> 
Great store of goodly come shall grow ; 
And Woad, that makes all coloars soand. 
Shall ^ning Tpon that barren ground. 

At that same day I tell yoa plaine. 
Who so alioe doth then remaine, 
A proper Maiden they shall see. 
Within the towne of Salisburie, 

C>f fauooT sweet, and nature kind. 
With goodly eyes, and yet starke blind. 
This poore blind Maiden I do say. 
In age shall goe in rich aray. 

And he that takes her to bis wife, 
Shall lead a ioyfuU happy life, 
The wealthiest Clothier shall be be, 
That euer was in that Country. 



h 



But tlolLing kept na it ha.lh beene, 
In London aeaet aball be Bsene : 
For Weauera tLen the most sbal] vein. 
That worke for clothing next tbe skin- 
Tilt pride ibo Cammon -wealth doth peele 
Andcauselh buawiuea Jeuue thtir nlieele. 
Then pouerly vpon eatli side, 
Vnto those woikeraea shall betide. 

AC that time, from Eagles nest, 
That proudlj builded in the Weat, 
A lOTle shall come with cuiming banil, 
I'o bring strange weauing ia ihis Land, 

And by their gainea tlmt great will fall. 
They shall maintaine the Weauera Hall : 
1 lut long they ahall not flourish so, 
]lm folly will them ouerthrow. 

And men shall count it mickU shame, 
To benre that kind of Weauera name. 
And this as aure shall come to jiaeae, 
Ab here ia Ale within this gla^e. 



Wlieo the silly soules that sate about him heard tiim 
spe&ke in thU sort, they a<imired, and honoured Crahbe 
for the aailie. Why my masters, said Weasell, doe you 
wonder at these words? he will tell you twenty of these 
tftles, for which cause we call hira our cajiuas Prophet : 
hiB attire hts his title, said they, and we neuer heard the 
like in our liues : and if this should be true, it would be 
strani^e. Duubl not but it will be true, qd. Weasell; 
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for He tell you what, he did but once see our Nicke 
kisse Nel, and presently he powred out this rime : 

That kisse, O Nell, God giue thee ioy, 
Will nine months hence breed thee a boy. 

And He tell you what, you shall heare : we kept 
reckoning, and it fell out lust as Tones buttockes on a 
close stoole, for which cause our maids durst neuer kisse 
a man in his sight; vpoa this they broke company, and 
went euery one about his business, the London Weauers 
to their frames, and the Country fell owes to their Dames, 
who after their great banqueting, and merriment, went 
euery one home to their owne houses, though with lesse 
money than they brought out, yet with more pride. 

Especially Simons wife of South-hampton, who told 
the rest of her gossips, that she saw no reason, but that 
their husbands should maintaine them, as well as the 
Merchants did their wiues : for I tell you what, quoth 
she, we are as proper women (in my conceit,) as the 
proudest of them all, as handsome of body, as faire of 
face, our legs as well made, and our feet as fine-* then 
what reason is there (seeing our husbands are of as good 
wealth,) but we should be as well maintained. 

You say true gossip, said Suttons wife : trust me, it 
made me blush, to see tliem braue it out so <rallantlv 
and wee to goe so homely : but before God said the other, I 
will haue my husband to buy me a London gowne, or in 
faith he shall haue little quiet : so shall mine said an- 
other: and mine too, qd. the third: and all of them 
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i\Ti.g the same note : sg Ihut tvlieii tkey came home, their 
hiubaDds had little to doe : Eipecially SioioD, whose wife 
doily lay at him for Loadoo apparel), to whome he said, 
Goodwoman, be content, let us goe according to our place 
and ability : irhat will the Bdliffes ihiuke, if. I should . 
prancke thee up like a pcacocke, and thou in thy al lire 
lurpaaBC their wiues l they tvould either thinke I were 
mad, at else that I had mote money then I could well 
vse, consider, J pray iliee guod wife, that such aa are in 
their youth masters, doe proue in their age Starke 
beggars. 

Beside that, it is eiiuu^Ii to ruse me vp in the kings 
booke, for many limes, mens coffers are iudged by their 
garments ; why, we are Country folks, and niust keepe 
our seliies iu good compasse- gray russet, and good 
hempe-apunclotli doth best become vs; I tell thee wife, 
it were as vndecent for vs to goe like Londoners as it is 
for Londoners to goe like courtiers. 

What a coyle keepe you, quoth she \ are not we Gads 
creatures as well as Londoners ? and the kings subiecta, 
as well us they \ then finding our wealth (o be. as good 
as theirs, why should we not goe as guy as Londoners f 
No, husband, no, here is the fault, wee are kept without 
it, oncly bei'ause our husbaud be not so kind as Lon- 
doners '■ why man, a cobler there keepes iiis wife better 
then the best Clothitr iu this Couatrcy: nay, I will 
affirine it, that the Luu<Iuu Uyster- wines, and the very 
kitchin-stuffe tryers, doe exceed vs in thiir SunUaiea 
atlire : nay, more then that, I did see the VVater'bearers 
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Wife which belonfj^ to one of oar Merchants, come in 
with a Tankerd of Water on her shoulder, and yet halfe 
a dozen gold rings on her lingers. You may then thinke, 
wife Cquoth he) she got them not with idlenesse. 

But wife, you must consider what London is, the 

chiefe and capitall City of all the Land, a place on the 

which all strangers cast their eyes, it is (wife) the Kings 

Chamber and his Maiesties royall seate: to that City 

repaires all Nations vnder heauen. Therefore it is most 

meete and conuenient, that the Citizens of such a City 

should not goe in their apparell like peasants, but for 

the credit of our Country, weare such seemely habits, as 

doe carry grauity and comelinesse in the eyes of all 

beholders. But if wee of the Country went so (quoth 

she) were it not as great credit for the Land as the 

other? Woman, qd. her husband, it is altogether 

needlesse, and in diuers respects it may not be. Why 

then, I pray you, quoth she, let us go dwell at London. 

A word soone spoken, said her husband, but not so 

easie to be performed ; therefore wife, I pray thee hold 

thy prating, for thy talk is foolish : yea, yea husband, 

your old churlish conditions will neuer be left, you keepe 

me heere like a drudge and a droile, and so you may keepe 

your money in your purse, you care not for your credit, 

but before I will goe so like a shepheardesse, I will first 

goe naked: and I tell you plaine, I scome it greatly, 

that you should clap a gray gowne on my backe, as if I 

had not brought you two pence: before I was married, 

you swore I should haue any thing that I requested, but 
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non all U forj^otteD. And in saying; this, she went in, 
and soone after she was so sicke, that needes she must 
goe to bed : and iviien she was luid, she drauc out that 
night ivith many grieuous groanea, sighing' and aobbiug, 
and no rest she could take God ivot. And in the morn- 
ing when shee should ride, the g'ood eoule fell downe in a 
Swowne, whicli put her maidens in a great flight, who 
running downe to their master, cryed out ; Alas, alas, 
our Dame is dead, our Dame is dead. The good-man 
hearing this, ran vp in all haet and there fell, to rubbing 
and chaling- of her temples, sending for aqua vitas, and 
saying. Ah my sweet-heart, speabc to me, good-wife, 
alaeke, alutkc; callin the neighbours, you nueaaes, quoth 
he. With that she left vp her head, fetching a great 
groane, and presently swouned againe, and much a doe 
ywis, he had to keepe life in her- but when she was 
come 10 her selfe, Hoiv dost thou wife, <[d. he } What 
wilt thou haue i for Goda sake lell me if thou hast a 
mind to any thing, thou shalt haue it. Away dissembler 
(<|d. she) how can I beleeve thee? thou bast said to 
me as much a hundred times, and deceiued me, it is thy 
churliahnebse that hatli killed ray heart, neuer was 
woman matcht to so vukind a man- 
Nay, good-wife, blame me not without cause ; God 
knoweth how heartily I loue thee. Lone me? no, no, 
thou didst neuei' carry my loue but on the tip of thy 
tongue, quoth she, I dare sweare thou dcsirest nothing 
so much as ray death, and for my part, 1 would to God 
^ubadat thy desire: btic be copteut,] shall not trouble 



ihee loQj;;': and with that fetchmt; a ii|;h, ikee atvouned 
and gaue a great groaae- The man seeing her in 
caee, wag wounrfrous woe: but sii aoone ae they had re* 
CQnered her, he aaid, O my rfeare mfe, if any bad conceit 
hath inf^eodered lliis aiciicnesse, let me know it ; 
thou knowst any thint^ that may procure thy health, let 
me Tnderstand thereof, and I protest Ihou ihalt haue it^ 
if it cost ndc all that eurr 1 bauc. 

U husband, quoth she, how may t credit your w 
when for a pallry sute of apparell you denyeil mel 
Well, wife, quoth he, thou shalt haue apparell or taty 
thin); else thou wilt request, if God send thee one* 
health. O husband, if I may find you so kind, 1 ihtU 
thinke my aelfe the happiest woman in the world, thy 
worda haue greatly comforted my heart, raee tVuiketh 
If I had it, I could dritiko a good draught' of Remsh 
wine. Weil, wine was sent for ; Lord, said she, thai 
I had a piece of a chicken, I fecle my stomache (leeirous 
of some meate ■ Glad am 1 of that, aaid her huflband, 
and ao the woman within a few dayea after ivaa very 
well. 

But you shall vnderstand, that her hnaband was fains 
to dresse her LondoD-likc, ere he could get her quiet, 
neither would it please her except the etuffe waa bought 
in Cheapside : for out of Cheapside nothing would con- 
tent her, were it neuer so good : insomuch, that if she 
thought a Taylor of Cheapside made not her gowne, she 
would sweare it were quite spoiled. 

And hauing thus wonne her husband to her will. 
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mhea tte reat of the Clothiera wiues lieard thereof, they 
would be BDted in the like sort too : so that cuer since, 
the wiuea of South-hamptou, Soliahury, of Glocester, 
WorceaCer, and Reading, ivent all as gallaot and as Iiraue 
fts any Lon doners wiuea. 

How the Clothiers gent tlia King aide into France, and 

how he onercarne his brother Robert, and brought 

him into Eng-Iand, and how the Clothiers feasted hia 

Maiesty and his sonne at Reading'. Chap. 7. 

The Kings Maiestie being at tlie warrca in France, 

aguaat Lcwia the French King, and Duke Robert of 

Normaudy, sending for diuera supplies of Snuldiera out 

of England, the Clothiers at their owne proper coat aet 

out a great number, and sent them ouer to the King, 

Which Roger Bishop of Saliabury, ivlio gouemed the 
Realme in the Kings absence, did certifie the King 
thereof, with his letters written in their commendation a. 
And afterwards U came to pasae, that Cod scat bia 
Highnea victory ouer hia enemies, and liauing taken his 
brother priaoner, brought him moat ioyfully with him 
into England, and appointed him to be kept in Cardife 
Caatle prisoner, yet ivith this fauour, that be tiiiglit hunt 
and bawke where he would, vp and downe the Country, 
and in thia aorte hee llued a good while, of whom we will 
epeake more at large hereafter. 

The King being thua come home, after hia Wintera 

rest, be made hia Summers progrcaae into the West- 

liatrey, to take h vieic of all the chiefe Townes: 
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whereof the Clothiers hein^ aduertiaed, they made gretk 1 
preparation agninathis coraming, becBuae he had projiJ 
miBed to viiit them all. 

And when his (irace came to Readinff, he was enteN I 
tained and re<^eiued with great ioy nnd triumph : Thomu I 
Cole being the chiefe man of regard In all the Towne, J 
the King honored his house with his Princely presence, .1 
where during the Kings abode, he, and bia sonne, a 
Nobles were highly feBSted. 

There the King beheld the great number of people,4 
that ivos by ibni one man maintained in worke, whawl 
hearty aflection nnd loue toivanl his Maiesde did.1 
well appeare, as welt by their outward coiintenanceBi 
as their gifts presented vnto Iiim. But of Cule him- 
selfe the King was so well perswaded, that he committed 
sncb trust in him, and put him in great authority 
in the Towne. Furthermore the King said. Thai for I 
the loue which those people bore hiin liuing, that b 
would lity his bones among them when he 
For I know not, said he, where they may be better lts>l 
stowed, till the blessed day of resurrection, then a: 
these my friends which are like to be happy partaker 
the same. 

AVhereupoo his Maicsty caused there to be builded M 
most goodly and famous Abbey: in which he i 
shew his deuolion to God, hy increasing his seruici 
leaue example to other his successors to doe the like. 
Likewise ivithin the towne he after builded a faire and 
goodly Castle, in the which he often kept Ub Court, _ 



wl/lt;h vraa a place of Lis chlefe residence during his life, 
saying to the Clothiers, that seeing he found them such 
faithfull suhiccts, he would be tlieir neighbour, and dwell 
among them. 

After his Maieelies Royall feasting at Reading, he 
proceeded in pro^resse, till he had visited the whole 
West-countries, being wondrously delighted, to see those 
people so diligent to apply their busincsse : and com- 
ming to Salisbury, the Bishop receiued his Haieaty 
with great ioy, and with triumph attended on hja Grace 
to his Palace, where his Highnesse lodged. 

There Sutton the Clothier presented his Highnesse 
with a broad cloth, of ao fine a thread, and exceeding 
good workmanship, and therewithall of so faire a colour, 
as his Grace gaue commendation thereof, aod as it is 
said, he held it in such high estimation, that thereof he 
made his Parliament robes, and the lirst Parliament that 
was euer in England, was graced with the Kings person 
in those robes, in requital! whereof his Highness after- 
ward yeelded Sutton many princely fauours. 

And it is to be remembred, that Simon of South- 
hampton (seeing the King liad ouerpast the place where 
he dwelt) came with his wife and seruants to Salisbury, 
and against the K. going forth of that City, hee 
caused a most pleasant arbour tobemade vpon the toppe 
of the hill leading to Salisburie, beset all with red 
audwhile roses, in such sort, that not anypnrt of the tim- 
ber could be seene, ivithin the which sat a maiden at- 
tired like a Queen, attended on by a fdire traine of 
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maideas, who at clie Kinj^ approach presented Itim i 
with a garland of sweet flowrea, yeeldin^ him lucti 
honour SB the Ladies of Rome were tvont to doe to iheir 
Frincei aft^r (heir victonea : which the Kii]|r lookc in 
ftradouB part, and for his farenell from that Conuiry, 
they bore him compatiy ouer part of the Plaiue, with the . 
sound of diuera sweet itibtrumenta of musicke. All 
which wheo his Grace vndentood was done at the cost 
of a Clothier, he stud he waa the most honoured by those 
men, aboue all the meane subiects in hia Landi and so 
his Highness past on to Exeter, hauing giuea great 
rewards to tlieae maidens. 

Tomas Done aud tlie residue of the Clothiers, against ' 
his Graces cotniuiog thither, hod ordained diuera sump- 
taons shews ; first, there waa one that presented the 
penon of Augustus Cesar the Bmperour, who coa- 
mauded after the Romane iouasion, that tltelr City 
ahould he oalled Augustus, after his owne najne, tvlucli 
before time waa called Isca, aod of later yeeres, Eseter. 

There his Maiesty was I'uyally feasted seuea dayea J 
together, at the onely cost of Clothiers, but the diuera 
deligbtes and suudry postimea which tjiey made there ' 
before the King, and his Noblca, is too long here to bi 
rehearsed, aud therefore I will ouerpasae them to auoi< 
tediousnesse. 

His Grace tlieo coasting along the Country, at las' 
came to Oloceeter, an ancient Ctty, which wa^ bailded 
liy Gloue, a Brittiah King, who named it after bis oirne ' 
name, Gloceiter. Here waa his Maieaty entertained I* 



Gray the Clothier, who prafesc himselfe to be of that 
aacienc family of Grayes, whose first origlaall iiuued out 
of that BnolenC and Hooorable Castle am) Towne of 
Bithin. 

Here was the King- most hountifully feasted, hauing' 
in his company his brutlier Robert (atthou^rh his pri- 
BOaer the same time.) And his Grace beinj; desirous to 
see the Maidens card and spimie, they were of purpose 
aet to their workc ; aiuong' whom was faire Margaret 
with her white hand, whose excellent beauty hauing 
pierc't the eyes of the amorons Duke, it made auch an 
iinpreaaion in liia heart, that tifterward he eould nener 
for^t her : aod eo vebemenlly was his affection kindied, 
that he could take no rest, till by writing he had lie- 
wrayed bis minde : but of this we will speake more in 
another pluce ; and the King at his departure said, that 
to gratiftu them, hee would make his sonne Robert 
their Earle, who was the first Earle that euer was in 
Glocester. 

Now when his Grace was come from thence, he went 
to Worcester, where William Fitz-illen made prepara- 
tion in all honourable sort to receiue him, which man 
being borne of great parentage, was not to learoe how 
10 enlertaine hia Maiestie, being descended of that famous 
Fkmily, whose patrimony lay about the Towne of 
(Iswestrie, which Towne hia predecesaora had inclosed 
with stately walls of stone- 

Although adiierse fortune had so grieuously frowned 
o of them, that their children were faioe to be- 
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come Tradesmen, whose hands were to them in stead of 
laaiU, notwithetanding God raised agaioe ihe fame of 
this man, both by hia great wealth, and also in his pos- 
terity, whose eldest son Henry, tlie Kiugs god-son, he- 
came afierivard the Maior of London, who was the first 
Maior that ener was in that City, who gouerncd ilie 
same £3 yeeres : and Chen his son Roger Fitx-ailea waa 
the second Maior. 

The princely pleasures that in Worcester were 
shewn the King, were many and marueloiu, and in no 
place had his Maieaty recciued mure delight then here ; 
for the wliich at his departure he did shew himaelfe very 
thBDkefull. Now when his Grace had thus taken view 
of all his good townea Westward, and in that progresae 
had visited these Clothiers, he rcturaed to London, with 
great toy of his Commons. 

How Hodgekins of Hallifax came to the Court, and 
complained to the King, that hia priuiledge vna 
nothing worth, because tvhen ihey found any of- 
fender, they could not get a haogman to execute 
him ; and how by a Fryer a gin was deuiaed to chop 
oGfmena heads of it aelfe. Chap. S. 
Aftsh that Hodgkins had got the priuiledge for the 
towne of Halifax, to hang vp such theeues as stole their 
doth in the night, presently without any further iudge- 
raent, all the Clothiers of the towne were exceeding 
glad, and perswaded tbemaelucs, that now their goods 
would be safe all night, without watching them at all. 
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> that wliereaa before, the town maiulained certaioe 
iratclimen to keepe their dolh by night, they were 
hereupon dismissed as a thin^ seedlcssc to be done, 
supposing with theinselues, that seeing they should be 
straight hanged that were found faulty in this paint, that 
no man would be so desperate to enterprise any euch 
act. And indeed the matter being uoyscd through the 
whole Country, that they were straight to be hanged 
that vae sucb theeuery, it made many leivd Huers to re- 
atrainc aueh theeuery. 

Neuerthelei, there was at that same time liuing, a 
notable Thef.fe named Wallis, ivhom in the north they 
called Mighty Wallis, in regard of hie valour and man- 
hood i This man being -most subtile in such kind of 
knaucry, hauing heard of this late priuilcdge, and there- 
withal! of the Townea security, said that once he would 
venture bis iiccke for a paeke of Northeruc doth : and 
therefore commirg to one or two of his companions, he 
asked if they would be partners in hia adventure, and if 
(quotb he] you will herein hazard your bodies, you shall 
be sharers in all our booties. 

At length by many pcrswasiona the men tonsented; 
whereupon late iu the night, they got them all into a 
Farriours shop, and called vp the folkes of the house. 
What the foule ill wald you haue (quoth they) at this 
time ot the night ! Wallis answered, saying, Good- 
felfowea, we would haue you to remoue the shooes of 
our horses feete, and set them on againe, and for your 
paiaes you shall be well please*!. The Smith at length 



was perswaded, and wheu he had piuckt off all tlu 
sliooes from their hordes feete, ifaey would needes 
them all set od againe, quite contrary nith the c&kins 
forward, that shnuM stand backward. How! fay, fay 
man, qd. (he Smith, are ye like fules i what the deeU 
doe you mp.ane to brenke your crags ! gud faith I tro 
the men be wood. Not go, Smith, qd. they, do thou u 
we bid thae, aud thou alialt ba,m thy mony; for it 
old proucf be. 
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Gudd foith and scu I sail, qd. the Smith, and so i 
bee was willed. When Wallis had thus caused their 
horses to be shod, to Hailifax they went, where they 
without any let, laded their hordes with cloth, and bo 
departed contrary way. 

Ill the morning, so soone as the Clothiers came to 
the field, tliey found that they were robd, wherenpon 
one ranne to another to tell these things. Now when 
Hodgekins beard thereof, rising' vp in haste, he wild hil 
neighbors to mark and to see, if they could not descry 
either the foot-steppce of men or Hordes. Which being 
done, they perceiued that horses had bcctic there, and 
aeeldng to pursue them by their foot-steppea. they went 
a cleane contrary way, by reason that the horses were 
shodde backward : and when in vaine they had lony 
pursued them, they returned, being neuer the ne 
Now Wallis vsed hit feate so long, that at length he 
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taken, and two more with him : whereupon according; 
lo the priuilege of the Towiie, they put Halters about 
the theeues iieckes praaeotly t» hanp; Ihem vp- 

Whea they were come to the place appointed, 
WaHia and tlie rest being out of hope to escape death, 
prepared ihemselues patiently to suffer the rigor of the 
haw. And therewith the rest laying open ,the lewd- 
nesse of hia life, grieuously lamenting- for hh sinnes, at 
length commending their aoules to God, they yeeldcd 
their bodies to the grauc, with which sight the people 
were greatly mooued with pity> because they had neuer 
scene men coine to hanging before: but when they 
should haue beene tye<i vp, Hodgekins willed one of his 
neighbours to play the Hang-mans part, who would nut 
by any meaiies doe it, although he was a very poore 
man, who for his paines should haue beene possesE of all 
their apparell. When he would not yeeld to the office, 
one of those which had hi« cloth stolen, was commanded 
to doe the deed ; but he in like manner would Dot, 
saying; WJieti I hitue the skill to make a man, I will 
hang a men, if it chance my workmanelup doe not 
like me. 

And thus from one to another, the office of the 
Hang-man was posted off. At last a Rogue came by, 
whom they would haue compelled to haue done that 
deed. Nay, my masters, qd. he, not so : but as you 
haue got a priiiiledge for the Towne, so you tverc beat 
to procure a Commission to make a hang-man, or else 
you are like to be ivithout one for me. Neighbor 



Hodgkins quotli one, I pray you doe ihis office your: 
telfe, you liaue hnd moat losse, and therefore you should 
be the most ready to hanj; tliem your selfe. No, not I 
(quoth Hodjfkmg,) though ray loise were len i 
greater then it is, notirithstaodiD^ look which of thew 
Theenes ivill take Tpon him to hung the other, iball 
hane his life saucd, ntliertviae they shall all to prison 
till 1 can prnuide a hiingman. 

AVhen ^^'allis saw llie matter brought to thia passe,, 
he began stoutly to reply, saying. My masters of the 
Towne of Halifiix, though your priuiledgc atretch to 
hang men vp presently that are found stealing of your 
goods, yet it glues you no warrant to imprison them 
till you proiiide them v. hung-mac, my selfe, with these 
my fellowes, haue here ycelded our seines to satisfie the 
Law, and if it be not performed, the fault is youn, and 
not our<, aiill therefore we humbly lake ourleaue: from 
the gallowes the xviii of August. And with that he 
leapt from the ladder, and hurl'd the halter at Hodgkins 

When the Clothiers saw this, they knew not what to 
say, but taking them by the sleeues, entreated to haue ^ 
their owne againe. Not so, qd. ^Vallis, yju get not the 
value of a packe or a bawby : wee haue slolne. your 
cloth, then why doe you not hang vsi here we hai 
made our aeluea ready, and if you will not hang y 
chuse. A pl^ue vpon you, quoth he, you haue hindred 
me God knowes what, I made account to dine this day 
in heaucn, and you kcepe me here on earth where there 



IS not a quarter of that g'ood cheare. The foule euill 
take you ull, I was fully prouided In giue the galloweB a 
boxe on the eare, and now Qo<I knowes when I shall be 
in an good a rainde Bgaine ; and Bohe with the rest of his 
companions departed. 

When Hod^rekina saw, that notivithstanding their 
theeuery, how they flovvted at their lenity, he was much 
mooued in minde : and as he stood in his dumps 
chewing his cud, making his dinner with a dish of 
melancholy, a gray Fryar reuerently saluted biiu in tlds 
aorl : All haile, good-mao Hodgekius, happinease and 
health be eucr ivith you, and to all suppressors of leivd 
liuers, God send euerlasting ioyes- 

I am sorry good-man Hodgtkius, that the great pri- 
uUedge which our King gaue to this towne, comes to no 
greater purpose ; better faire had it beene that it had 
neuer beene granted, then so lightly regarded ; the 
towne lialh suffered through their owne peeuishnesae, 
an euerlasting reproeli this day, onely liecause foolish 
pitty hath liindred Justice. 

Consider, that compassion is not to be had vpon 
theeues and rotibers ; pity onely appertaineth to the 
vertuoua sort, ivho are ouerwhelmed with the wanes of 
misery and misthanee. What great cause of boldnesse 
hane you giucn to bad liners, by letting these fcllowes 
thus to escape, and how shall you now keepe your 
goods in safety, seeing you fulQll not the Law which 
should be your defence! neuer thinke that theeues will 
make any conscience to carry away your goods, when 



tbey find them selucs in no danger of death, tvho haue 
more catkb to praise your pity, then cominetid yottr 
wisedome : wherefore in time eecke to preueat the 
aiiiDf( euill. 

For my owne part, I haue that care of yotu" gooi, 
that 1 would worke all good meanes for your be- 
nefit, and yet not so mueh in respect of your profit, 
as for the desire I haue to vplinld Justice, and seeing I 
find you and [herestso womauiah, that you could not find 
in your hearts to hani^ a Theefe, I haue deuised how to 
make a gin, that shall cut off (heir heads without mans 
helpe, and if the King will allow thereof. 

Whcu Hodgekioe heard this, he was sometrhat com- 
forted in mind, and said to the Fryer, that if by his 
cunniug he would performe it, he would once againe 
make sute to the King to haue his grant for the same. 
The Fryer willed him to haue no doulit in liim ; and 
90 when he had deoiiicd it, he got a Carpenter tu firame 
it out of hand. 

Hodf^eklns in the mcane time posted it vp to die 
Court, and told his Maicsty that the priulledge of Hal> 
lifix was not worth a pudding. Why bo, said the King i 
Because, quoth Hodgekins, we can get neucra hangman 
to truase our iheeues : but if it shall like your good 
Grace, (quoth he) there is a featc Fryar, that will make 
vs a deuiae, which shall without the hand of man cut off 
the cragges of all such cades, if your Maiesty will 
please to allow thereof. 

'I'he King vndcrslanding ihc full i-.ffcct of the matter. 



at length granted hU petition : wtiereupon till IliiH Any, 
it is obBcrucd in Holliiox, that such as Hre taken 
Rte&ling of llicir clotji, haue tlieir heads chopt off with 
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How the Bailiffcs of London could get no man to bee a 

(!atchpole, and how certaine Flemings tooke that 

office vpon them, whereof many of them were fledde 

into this Realcne, by reason of ccrtaine waters that 

bad drowned a great part of tUeir Country. Chap. 9, 

Thk City of London lieing at that time gouerned by 

BailiSes, it cams to passe, thfit in a tertainc fray two of 

their Catch-poles were killed, for at that time they iiad 

not the name of Sergeants i and you shall vnderatund, 

that their office wna then so much hated and detesteil of 

Eogliahmen, that none of them would take it ypon him : 

so that the BailiScs were glad (o get any man whatso- 

eucr, and to giue him certain wages to performe that 

It carae to passe, as I said before, that two of their 
Officers by arresting of a man, were at one instant slaine, 
by meanea whereof llie Bailifles were enforced to seeke 
others to put in their roomea ; hut by no meancs could 
they get any, wherefore according to iheir wonted man- 
ner, they inade proclamation, that if there were any man 
that would present himselfe before them, he should not 
onely be settled in that office during their liucs, but also 
should haue such maintenance and allowance, as for such 

1 was by the City prouided : and notwithstanding 
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tbat it ivBS an office moEt ncccBtiary m the Common- 
tvealth, ;et did the poorest wretch despise it, that lined 
in any eatiomtion among his neighbours. 

At last, a couple of Flemings, which were fled int 
Land, by reason that their Country was drowned witit 
the sea, licariDi; (he Proclamation, offered themseli 
nito the BayliS'es, to serue in Ibis place, who were p 
sently receiued and accepted and according to order had 
garments giuen them, which were of 2. colors, blue and 
red their coates, breeches and stocliinga, whereby ihey 
were knowne and discerned from othpr men. 

Within halfe a yeere after, it came to piLsse, that 
Thomas Doue of Exeter came vp to London, who hauing 
by his iolliCy and goodfellowsbip, lirou^ht bimselfe 
greatly behind hand, was in danger to diners men of the 
Cite, among the rest, one of hia Creditors feed an Officer 
to arrest him. The Dutch-man that had not heene lonj; 
experienced in such matters, and hearing how many of 
his fellowea had beene killed for attempting to arrest 
men, stood quiaering and quaking in a corner of tbo 
street to watch for Thomas Douc, and hauing loag- 
waiteil, at length he espied him ; whereupon lie prepared 
his mace ready, and with a pale countenance proceeded 
to his Office ; at what time comming behiud Uie man, 
suddenly with his mace he knockt him on the pate, say* 
ing, 1 arrest you, giuing liim such a blow, that be fell 
him to the ground. 

The Catehpole thinking he had killed the ma 
lefL hie mace behind him and ranne away : the Creditor. 



he ran afler him, callinj; und crying that he should turne 
againe; But the FJeming would not by any meanea turne' 
backs, but ^01 him quite out of the City, und toolifi 
Sanctuary at Westminster, 

Douc being coine to himselfe, arnse and went to his 
Inne, no man hinJring hia passage, being not a little 
glad he bo cscapeil the danger. Yet neuerthelesse, at hia 
next comming to London, another Cutchpole met with 
him, and arrested him in (he Kings name. 

Doue being dismayed at this misehieuous mischance, 
knew not wliat to doe : at last hee requested the Catch- 
pole that liee tvould not violently east him in prison, but 
stay till such time as he could send for a friend to be his 
surety i and although kindnesse in a Catchpole be rare, 
yet was he won with faire words to doc hiia this fanour i 
whereupon Doue desired one to goe lo his Oast larrat, 
who immediately came with biin, and offered himselfe 
to be Douea surety. 

The Officer, who neuer saw this man before, was 
much ainazed at his sight: for larrat was a great and 
mighty man of body, of countenance grim, and exceed- 
ing high of stature, so that the Catchpole was wonder- 
fully afraid, asking if he could find neuer a surety but 
the deuill, most fearftilly intreating him to coniure him 
away, and he would doe Doue any fauour. What, will 
you not take my word, qd. larrat ? air, qd. the Catchpole, 
if it were for any waiter in hell, I would take your word 
as Hoone as any diuels in that place, but seeing it is for 
.a matter on earth, I would gladly haue a surety. 
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Why, thou whoraon cricket, (quoth lairot,) thorn 
inag^staLpie, thou spiuner, thou pauUry spider, doil 
(hou take me for a deuill? Sirra, take my nonil, I' 
charge thee, for tht9 man, or else ^oMJman butter-fly. 
He make thee repeut it. The Officer, while he wu ii 
the house, said, he was coteot, but as soon as he cum 
into the street, he cryed, saying : Helpe, helpe, goo4 
neighbors, or else the deuill will carry a\ray my priaoneri 
notwithsttuidinir, there \va3 not one maa would stirre ta 
he the Catchpolea aide. Which when he saw, he tooke 
fast hold on Thomas Done, and would not by uiy 
meanes let him goe. 

lorrat seeing this, made no more adoe, but 
to the Officer, gaue him such a fillop on the forehead mlh 
his finger, that he fell the poore Fleming to the ground 
and while he lay in the street stretching his heelea, lairat 
tuoke Doue vndcr his arme aud carried hioi home, mhera- 
!ie thought himsclfe as aafe, as King Cbarlemune in, 
Mounl-albioQ. 

The next morning larrat conneyed Doue on 
Towne, who aftenvard kept him in the Country, 
I'ume no more in the Catchpolea clawes. 

How Duhe Robert came a wooing to Margaret with the 
white hand, and ho^v he appointed to come and steals 
her sway from her Masters. Cliap. 10. 
The beautiful! Margaret, who had now dwelt with het 
Dame the epoce of foure yeeres, was highly regarded 
and secretly beloucd of many gallant and worthy GeD> 



ttemen of the Coimtry, but of two most especiallj', Dnfce 
Robert, and Sir William Ferrla. It olianced on a time, 
that fairs Margaret with many otbera of her Masters 
folkea, went a hay-making, attired in a red atammell 
peticoate, and a broad strawne hat vpon her head, abe 
had also a hay-forke, and in her lappe shee did carry her 
breake-fast- As she went alonjj-, Duke Robert, with one 
or two of his keepers, met with her, whose amiable sigbt 
did now anew re-inkindie the secret fim of louc, which 
long lay smothering in hia heart. Wherefore meeting 
her so happily, he saluted her thus friendly. 

Fajre maid, good morow, are you walking so dili- 
gently to your labour? Needes must the weather be 
faire, when the Sun shines so cleare, and the hay ^vho]c- 
some that is dryed with gucb splendent rayes. Renowned 
and most uotable Duke (tjd. she) poore barueet folkes 
pray for faire weather, and it is tlie laborers comfort to 
see hia worke prosper, and the more happy may we count 
the day, that ia blessed with your princely presence : 
but more happy, said the Duke, are Ihey which are con- 
nersant in thy company. But let me intreat thee to 
tume backe to thy Masters with me, and commit thy 
forke to some that are fitter for such toyle : trust me, 
me thinkes thy dame is too much ill aduised, in setting 
thee to such homely buaines. I muse thou canst indure 
this vile beseeming' seruitude, whose delicate lims were 
neuer framed to proue such painefull experiments. 

Albeit, quoth she, it becomroeth not me to controulc 
your iudiciall thoughts, yet were you not the Duke, I 



would sav, yoof opinion deceiued you: though your 
fiure eyes seeme clearc, yet I deemed them vnperfeci 
they cast before your mind any ahadow or sparki 
beftuty in tnc : But t rather thinke, because it hath heene 
an old saying, that ivomen are proud to heare themseluea 
praised, that you either epcoke this, to driue away the 
time, or to wring' me from my too apparent imperft 
tioD9. But 1 humbly ititreatc pardtm, too lonj^e haue I 
fore'sluwed my biuiaesse, and sbewne myaelfe ouer-bold 
in your presence ; and therewith, with a courtly grace, 
bending her knees to the courteoDS Duke, sUee went 
forward to the field, and the Dnke to the Towne oE 
(iloccetcr. 

When he cauie thitbcr, he made his Keepu' great 
cheare, iulrealiug them they would giue him respit 
awhile with old Gray; for we twaine must haue a game 
ur two, quoth he : aud for my safe returne, I gage to 
you my princely word, that as I am a true Knight and 
Gentleman, I will returne safe to your charge agiune. 

The Keepers being content, the Duke departed, and 
with old Gray goes to the field, to peruse the Worke- 
fulkcs, where ivhile Gray found himselfe basie io manj 
matters, he tooke opportunity to talke with Margaretj 
shee who by his letters before was priuie to his purpose, 
guest beforehand the cause of his comming : to whom 
he spake to this effect: 

Faire Maid, I did long since manifest my loue to 
thee by my letter; tell me therefore, were it not better 
to he a Duches then dmdge '■ a Lady of high repiitation, 



tlien 8 seniant of simple degrep. i ivith me tliou mi^htest 
liue in pleasure, where here thou draivest thy dayes forlh 
in paine ; by my loue ihou ahouldat be mnde a Lady (if 
;^at treasures ; ivliere now thou art poors and 
beggerly; all mtuiner of delights should tbeo attend 
on thee, and tvhataocuer thy heart desireth, thou ' 
shouldet haue : ivherefore seeing it lyes in ihy owne 
choice, muke thy lelfe hsppyi by consenting to my 

Sir, Cquoth ehe) I confesae your loue desenies a Ladies 
fauonr, your affection a faithful friend, such a, one as 
co)ild make but one heart and miod of two hearts and 
bodyes; but farre vnGt it is that the Turtle should 
match with the Eag-le, though her loue be neuer eo pure, 
her niiigs are vofit to mount so high. While Thales 
gazed on the Bturres. he etumbled in u pit. And they 
that clime vnaduisedly, cutch a fall suddenly: what 
auaiieth high dignity in time of aduersity 1 it neither 
helpeth tlie sorrow of the heart, nor remoues the bodies 
misery: as for wealth and treasure, what are they, but 
fortunes baits to bring men in danger } good for nothinfr 
but to moke people forget themselueg r and whereas you 
alleadge pouerty to be a hinderer of the hearts comfort, 
I find it my selfe contrary, knowing more surety lo rest 
vnder a simple habit, then a royall Robe: and verily 
there is none in the world poore, but they that think 
themselaes poore: for such as are indued with content, 
are rich, hauing nothing else, but he that is possessed 
with riches, without content, is most wretched and mise- 
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ruble. Wherefore most Noble Duke, albeit I account i 

my life vaworthy of your least fauour, yet I would 
desire you to mati'h your luue to your like, and let me < 
rest to niy rake, and vue my forke fur my liuinf^. 

Consider, faire Marg'aret, C^lioth he) Chat it lyes not 
in mans power to plaee hia laue where he list, b^g tht 
worke of an high deity. A bird was neuer see 
Poiitus, nur true louc in a fleeting mind: neuer shiU 
remoue the aSeclitin of my heart which in natui 
eembicib the Btoue Ablstoii, ivhoAC tire can nener be 
cooled : wherefore sirect Maiden ^'inc not olistinatB 
dcniall, where geutle acceptance ought to be receiued. 

Faire air, (([uoth she) consider what Idtfh displeasure 
may rise by a neb match, what danger a Kings frowoei 
may breed, my worthlesae matching with your Royalty, 
may perhaps regaine your liberty, and hazard my Ufei 
then call to mind how little you should enioy yonr loiM)^ 
or 1 my wedded Lord. 

The Duke at these words made this reply, lliat if l{ 
consente<l, she should not dread any danger. Thti 
thunder (quoth he) is driuen away by ringing of belief 
the Lions wrath qualified by n yeeldingbody: howmucli 
more a Brothers anger with a Brothers intreaty i Bja 
he hath receiued many fauora, and neuer yet did 1 
requite any one nf them : and who is ignorant tiiat the 
Princely Croivn which adorneth his head, is ray right? 
all which 1 am content he shall still enioy, so he reqnite 
my kindnease. But if he should not, then would I be 
like those men (that eating of the tree Lutes) foiget 
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the Country where they were borne, and neuer more 
should thia clime couer my head, but with thee woold I 
liue in a atrange Land, being better content with an 
egge in thy company, then vrith all the delicatea in 
England. 

The Maiden hearin); this, who with many other 
words 'va3 long wooed, at last consented; where yeelding 
to liim her heart with her hand, hee departed, appointing 
to certifle her from CardiSe Castle, what determination 
he would foiloiv : so taking bia leaue of Gray he wont to 
his brothers, and with them posted to Cardifie. 

Now it is to be remeinbred, that air William Ferrers 
within a day or two after came veto Grayes house, M it 
was his ordinary custome, but not so much ywia for 
Grayes company, as for the ininde he had to Mat^aret 
hia Maide, who although he were a married inao, and 
had a faire Lady to hia wife, yet he laid hard siege to the 
fort of this Maidens chastity, hauiofr with many fcure 
words sought to allure her, and by the offer of sundry 
rich gifts to tempt her. But whe she saw, that by a 
hundred denials she could not be rid of him, she now 
chanced on a sudden to giue him such an answer, as 
drone him from a deceit into such a conceit, aa neuer 
after that time he troubled her. 

■ Sir William Ferrers being very importunate to haue 
her grant his desire, and when after sundry assaults she 
gaue him still the repulse, hee would needes know the 
reason why shee would not lone him, qooth he. If thou 
didat but consider who he is that seeketh thy fanour. 



what pleaeure he may doe thee by his parse, and what 
credit by his couDCeaance, thou wonldst neuer stai 
snch nice points. If I lie thy Ineod, who darelh be thy 
foe! aad what ia he ihat will once call thy nan 
question fur any tluag? therefore sweet girle, be better 
aduised, and refuse not my offer beinj; so lar^- 

Truly sir William (quoth she) thougli there be manr- 
reasons to make me deny your suite, yet is there o 
aboue the rest that causes me 1 cannot loue you. Now> 
I pray thee, my wench let me know that, quoth he, 
I will amend it whatioeuer it be. Pardon me sir, 
Margaret, if I should speake my mind, it would posublj 
oBend you. and doe me no pleasure because itisadefect, 
in nature, which no pliisicke can cure. Sir William ■ 
hearing' on her so, being abashed at lier speech, aaid, 
Faire Marijaret, let me (if I may obtaine no more at thy 
hands) yet intreat thee to know what this defect should 
be; I am not wry-neckt, crouk-Iegd, stub-fooled, lame^ 
handed, nor bleare-eyed : what can make tliis niislikef 
I neuer knew any body that tooke eicceptions at my per- •' 
son befiire. 

And the more sorry em 1, quoth she, that I was so ' 
malapert to npeake it, but pardon me my presumption, 
good sir William, 1 would I had becne like the Sloike i 
tongiielessf, then should 1 neuer haue caused your dift- . 
quietl Nay sweet Margaret, quoih he, tell me deare 
loue, I commend thy siuglenesse of heart, good Ma^aret * 
speake. Good sir William let it rest, quoth shee, I > 
Imew you mil not helecue it when I haue renealed it. 
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iieilher is it a thing tbat yau cnn heipe: and yet such k 
rajfaoliehnesse, had it not heeae for tbat, I thinke verily 
1 had granleii your puite ere now. But seeing you vt^b 
me BO toucli to knn>v what it is, I will tell you : it is sir, 
your ill-liiuuured great noae, that haiiES sagging go 
lothaomely to your lips, that I cannot finde in my heart 
SO much B9 to kissc yoit. 

What, my nose, quoth he? ia my nose so great and 
I uenerkneiv it; certainely I thought my nose Co be as 
comely as any mans : bat this it is we are all apt to 
think well of our eelues, and a great deale better then 
wc ought ; but let me see 1 my nose ! by the masse tia 
true, I dne now feele it my selfe: Good Lord, how was I 
blinded before f Hereupon it is i^crtaine, that the Knight 
was driueo into i;ueh a conceit, as none could perswade 
him but hia nose was so great indeed; his Lady, or any 
other that spake to tlie contrarie, he would say they were 
flatterers, and that they lied, insomuch that he would be 
ready to strike some of them that commended and spake 
well of his nose. If they were men of worship, or any 
other that contraried him in his opinion, he would 
aweare they flowted him, and be ready to challenge them 
the field. He became so ashamed of himselfe, that after 
that day he would neuer goe abroad, whereby Margaret 
was well rid of his company. 

On a time, a wise and graue Gentleman seeing him 
grounded in his conceit so strongly, gauc his Lady 
couuaell, not to contrary him therein, but rather say 
Aax she would seeke out some cunning Physician to cure 
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kirn : for, Boid he, as sir William hath taken this conceit 
of himselfe, so ia he like neuer to beare other npialon, 
tilt hie ownt conceit doth remoue it, tlie nhich mi 
miely nruugbt to bring ii to passe. 

Whereupon the Lady bauing conferred with a RiyH* 
man that beare a jjreat name iu the countrey, bee Toder- 
tooke to remoue thia fond conceit by bis ekilL The d^ 
being appointed when the Phisician should come, and 
the Kni>;ht beeing told thereof, for very ioy he would 
|roe forlh to ineete him, when a woman of the Towoe si 
theKnifihc, hauiiig beard what rumor went because of btl 
nose, abee looked very stedfaslly vpon him -. the Kni^t 
casting bia eye vpon her, aeeing her to gaze so wistljia . 
hia face, with an an^ry countenance said thus to 
Why, how now good huswife, cannot you get you abotft 
your bugineaa > The woman being a sbretvish qneane, 
answered bim cuttedly. No mary can I not, qd. she. No, 
you drab, What is the cause, said the Knigbt i Becaiu<^ 
quoth she, your nose stands in my way : wherewith die 
Knight being very angry, and abashed, went backs 
af^alne to his honae. 

The Physician being come, he had Ailed a certaine 
bladder with aheepes blood, and comieyed it into fail 
aleeue, wliere at the isaue of the bladder he had put ii 
a piece of a swans quill, through tlie which the blood , 
should ninne out of the bladder so close by bis hand, 
chat bee holding the Knight by the nose, it might not be 
perceiued, but that it issued thence. All things being 
prepared, he told the Knight, that by a fbnle corrupt 
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blood whcreirith the veines of his nose were ouer- 
chaiged, bis impedimeui did gjow, therefore, quoth he, 
to haue redresse for this disease, ^ou must hnue a veine 
opened in your uoae, vvhetiee this foule corruption muet 
be token : whereupon it will foltoiv. tliat your nose will 
fall againe to his nalurall proportiou, ami neuer shall 
you be troubled with this griefs any more, and tbe;«- 
□pOD will I t;a^'e my life. 

I pray you tnaater Dot'tor, aaid the Kjiight, is my 
nose so big as you make it? With reuerence I mfty 
speake it, said the Physician, la tell the truth, and auoid 
Battery, I neuer saw a more nii^shapeu nose 90 foule to 
sight. Lo you now Madam, quoth the Knight, this is 
you that said my nose was as well, us hausome, and as 
comely a nose as any mans, 

Alaa sir, qd. slie, I spake it (God wot) because you 
should not grieue at it, nor take iny words in ill part, 
neither did it indeed become me to misltke of your nose. 

All this we will quickly reniedy, said the Physician, 
haue no doubt: and with that, be very orderly prickt 
him in the nose, but not in a Teine whereby be might 
bleed : and presently hauiug' a tricke finely to vnstop the 
quill, the blood ranne into a bason in great abundance : 
and when the bladder was empty, and the bason almost 
full, the Physician seemed to close the veine, and asked 
him how he felt bis noee, shewing the great quantite of 
filthy blood which from thence he had taken. 

The Knight beholding it with great wonder, said, he 
thought that no man in the world bad beene troubled 
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wiA Bucli abundance of corrupt blood in his whole bod^, 
as lay in hia mis-shapen nose, and tlierewithall hs 
began to touch and handle bis nose, saying-, thai he felt 
it mightily asawaged. Immediately a glasse was brought 
wherdn he might behold himselfc. Yea mary, qd. he 
DOW I praise God, I see my nose is ccmie into some 
reasonable proportion, and I feele my selfe very well 
eased of tbe burthen thereofj but if it continue thus, 
Ihats all. I will u-arrant your worship, said the FbyBi- 
dan, for euer being troubled with the like againe. 
Whereupon the Knight receiucd great ioy, and the 
Doctor a high reward. 



How Thomaa of Reading waa murdered at his Uastl 
house of Colebrooke, who also had murdred many 
before hitn, and how their wick ediieese was at lenj^b. 
reuealed. Chap, ii. 
Thomas of Beading hauing many occasions to come to 
London, as well al>out his own affaires, as also the 
Kings businesse, being in a great office vnder his Ma- 
iestie, it chanced on a time, that Ids Oast and Oastesse 
of Colebrooke, who through couetoutiuesae hod mur- 
dered many of the guests, and hauing every lime he 
came thither great store of hie money to lay rp, ap- 
pointed him to be the next fat pig that should be 
killed : For it is to be vnderstood, that (vhen they 
plotted the munler of any mun, this was alwaies their 
lerroe, the roan to his wife, and the woman to her hus- 



band ; wife, there la now a iat pi^ to be had if you want 
one. Whereupon she would answer thus, I pray you 
put him in the hojfstie till to uiorrow. This ivas, when 
any man came thither alone witbuut others in his com- 
pany, and they saw he had great store of money. 

This mad should be then laid in the chamber right 
ouer the kitchen, which was a faire chamber, and the 
better set out then any other in the house : the best 
bedstead therein, though it were little and low, yet was 
it most cunningly carued, i^nd iajre to the eye, the feet 
whereof tverc fast naild to the eliamlier lloore, in aucfa 
sort, that it could not in any wise fall, the bed that lay 
therein was faat sowed to the Rides of the bedstead : 
Moreouer, that part of the chamber whereupon this bed 
and bedstead stood, was made in such sort, that by the 
.pulling out of two yron pinnes below in the kitchen, it 
was to be let downe and taken vp by a draw-bridge, or 
in manner of a trap-doore ; moreouer in the kitchin, 
directly vnder the place where this should fall: was a 
mighty great caldron, wherein they vsed to seethe their 
liquor when they went to brewing- Now, the [uen ap- 
pointed for the slaughter, were laid into this bed, and in 
the dead time of the night when they were sound 
asleepe, by plucking out the foresaid yron pinnes, 
downe will the man fall out of his bed into the boylin^r 
Cftldron, and all the cloaths that were vpon him ; where 
being suddenly scalded and drowned, he was neuer able 
to cry or speake one word. 
. Then had they a tittle ladder euer standing ready in 



the kitehin, by the which they presently mounted 
the sud chEiiiil)er. an<I there closely take away the mani 
appu-ell, as also hia money, in his male or cap' 
tux) then Hftiri); Tp Ihe said fallio^r ftoore which bang 
by hinjfBs, tliey made il fast a^ before. 

The dead body vrould ihey take presently out of the 
caldron and throw it doime tlic riuer, which ran neere 
vjito their house, whereby they escaped all danger. 

Now if in the morning' any of the rest of the ^eat) 
that had talkt with the murdered man ore eue, chanst 
to Bske for him, as bailing' occasion to ride the 
way that he should haue done, Ihe gnod'tnan would 
answere. Chat he tooke horse a good while before day, 
and that he himselfe did set hiui forward : the horse Un. 
){oucl-inaD would also lake out of the stable, and coDoaf 
him by a hay-barne of his, that stood from his hoiue t 
mile or two, whereof htmeclfe did alwaies keepe the 
keies full charily, and when any hay was to be brought 
from thence, with his owne hands he would deliii 
then before the horse should (^oc from ifaence, he wovM 
diamarke him -. as if he ware a long taile, he wonM 
make him curtail i or else crop his eares, or cat Ut 
mane, or put out one of his eies ; and by this meanH' 
liee kepi himselfe viiknowne. 

Now Thomas of Reading, as I said before, btaBg 
markt and kept for a fat pi^'. he was laid in the 
chamber of death, but by reason Gray of Glocester 
chanced also to come that night, he escaped scalding. 

The next time he came, he was laid there agunCi 
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but before he fell asleepe, or was warme ih hia bed, one 
came nding thorow the Towne and cryed piteously, that 
Lontlon was all on a fire, and that it had burned downe 
Thomas Beckets house io West-cheape, and a great 
number more in the same street, and yet (quoth he) the 
fire ij Dot quench t. 

Which tidings when Thomas of Reading heard, he . 
was Tery sorrowfull, for of the same Becket that day he 
had receiued a ^reat peece of money, and had left in his 
house many of his writing's, and some that appertained 
to the King also ; therefore there was no nay but he 
would* ride backe ogaine to London presently, to see 
how the matter stood ; thereupon making bimselfe 
ready, departed. This croaae fortune caused his Oaat 
to firoivne, neuertheless the next time (qd. he) will pay 
foraU. 

Notwithstanding God so wrought, that they were 
preuented the likewise, by reason of a gteat fray that 
hapned in the house betwixt a couple that fell out at 
dice, insomuch as the murderers themsetuea were in- 
forced to call him vp being a man in great authority, 
that he might set the house in quietnesse, out of the 
which by meanes of this quarrell, they doubted to lose 
many things. 

Another time when bee should haue beene laid in 
the same place, he fell ao sicke, that he requested to 
haue some body to watch with him, whereby also they 
could not bring their vile purpose to passe. But hard it 
aio escape the ill fortuues whereunto a man is allotted ; 
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for albeit that the next time that he came to handoa, 
his horse stumbled ant) broke one of hU legs as 
should ride homewurd, yel hired he another to hasten 
his Dwae deatli { fur tberi: is do remedy but lie should 
goe to Civlebrouke ihat ni^lit ; but by the way he m 
heauf asleepe, that he could scant keegie bimselfe in the 
saddle; and when he came neere vnto the Toimej hij 
nose buret out suddenly a bleeding. 

Well, to his Inne he came, and lo heauy was hit 
heart that lie could eate no meat i hia Oast and Oaatemo^ 
hearing he was so melancholy, came vp to cheare him, 
saying. Jeaus Master Cole, what ayles yon to nigiit ? 
neuer did ire see you thus sad before : will it please 
to hane a quart of burnt saeke ? With a good will 
(quotk he) and would to God Tom Done were here, he 
would surely make me merry, and \iit should luclce no 
mUBickei butl am aorry for the man with all tny heart, 
that he is come so farre behind hand : but alas, bo muck 
can euery man say, but what good doth it him ? No, a 
it is not ivords can helpe a man in this case, the me 
had need of other reliere then so. Let me see : I hane 
bat one child in the world, and that is my daughter, and 
halfe thai i haue is bers, the other halfe my wifes. 
^Vhat then? shall I be good to no body liut them ? 
conseienre, my wealth is loo much for a couple to p 
sesBe, and what ia our Religion without charity t And 
to whom is charity more to be aheivne, then to decBld^ 
houae-holders ! 

Good my Oast lend me a pen and inke, and b< 



pa^T, for I will write a letter vnto the poore man 
straight; and something I ivill giue him ; That almes 
which a maa bestowes with his otrne hands, he shall be 
sure to haue deliuered, and God knowes how lonjf I 
shall Hue. 

With that, hia Oastesse dissemblinj^ly answered, 
saying, Duubt not. Master Cole, you are like enough 
by the course of nature to liue many yeerea. God 
knowes (quoth he) 1 oeuer found my heart so heauy 
before. By this time pen, inke, and paper was brought, 
setting himaelfe in writing as followeth. 

In the name of God, Amen. I bequeath my soule to 

God, and my body to the ground, my goods equally 

betweenc my vvife Elenor, and Isabel my daughter. 

Itecn I giue to Thomaa Doue of Exeter one hundred 

pounds, nay that is too little, I gine to Thomas 

Doue two hundred pounds in money, to be paid 

vnto him presently vpon his demand thereof by my 

said wife and daughter. 

Ha, how say you Oast (qd. he) is not this well » I pray 

you reade it. His Oast looking thereon, sud, why 

Master Cole, what haue you written here i you said you 

would write a letter, but me thinks you haue made a 

Will, what neede haue you to doc thus i thanks he to 

God, you may liue many faire yeeres. Tis true (quoth 

Cole) if it please God, and 1 trust this (vriting cannot 

shorten my daies, but let mc see, haue I made a Will ! 

iw, I promise you, I did verily purpose to write a 



letter : notnithatuidinj;, 1 have wtltteu that that God 
put iuto my miod i but louke onc-c againc ray Oust, is it 
not wiitten there, that Doue shall hauc two hundred 
pounds, to be paid when he coniee (i> demand ill yei 
indeed gaid hia Ooste, Well then, all is well, aaid Cole, 
and it shall goc as it ii for me. I will not bestow the 
new writing thereof any more. 

Then folding ii vp, he sealed it, deslriog that hii 
Out would eenil it to Exeter : he promised that he 
would, notwithstanding Cole waa not ntiefied : but 
after some pause, he woulds needs hire one to carry it. 
And so sitting downe sadly iu his chaire againe, vpou ■ 
ludden he burst forth a weeping ; they demanding the 
eauee thereof, he spake as foHoweth : 

No cause of these fesres 1 know ; but it comes now 
into my minde (said Cole) when I set tovrard this my 
last iouney to London, how my daughter tooke on, 
what a cnyle she kept to haue me stay, uud I eonld not 
be rid of the little baggage a long time, she did go hong 
about rae, when her mother by violence tooke her away, 
she cryed out most mainly, O my fother, my father, I 
shall neuer see him agaiue. 

Ala«, pretty aoule, said his Oastesse, this was but 
meere kindnesse in the girle, and it eeemeth she is very 
fond of yoii. But alaa, why should you grieue at this i 
you muat consider thnt it was but childishnesse. I, it 
is indeed, said Cole, and with that he began to nod. 
Then they asked him if he would goe to bed. No, said 
he, although 1 am heauy, 1 liaue no mind to goe to bed 
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^ all. With that cert^ne rauaitiana of the towne came 
to the chamber, an<l knowing Master Cole was there, 
drue out tbeir inatruments, and very solemnly began to 
ploy. 

This musicke comes very well (said Cole) and when 
he had listned a ivhile thereunto, he said. Me thinks 
these inatrumeta sound like the ring of St. Mary Oueriea 
bella, but the Base drowns all the rest : and in my eare 
it goee like a belt that rin;^a a foreiioones knell, for 
Qods sake letthem Icauc off, and beare them thia aimple 
reward. The Musicians being gone, hia Oast asked if 
BOW it would please him to goe to bed ; for (quoth he) 
it is well) ee re cleueji of the clocke. 

With that Cole beholding bie Oast and Oastesae 
earnestly, befran to start backe, saying, what aile you 
to looke so like pale death i good Lord, what haue you 
done, that your hands are thus bloody \ What my hands, 
sud his Uast ! Why, you may see they are neither 
bloody nor foule : either your eyes doe greatly dazel), 
or else fancies of a troubled uiinde doe delude you. 

Alas, my Oast, you may see, said hee, how weake my 
wits are, I ueuer had my head so idle heforo, Come, 
let me drinke once more, and then I will to bed, and 
trouble you no longer. With that hee made himselfe 
vnready, and his Oaatesse was very diligent to warme a 
kerchifie, and put it about his head. Good Lord, said 
he, 1 am not sicke, I praise God, but such an alteration 
I finde in my eelfe as 1 neuer did before. 
—JH^th that the scritch-owle cried pitiously, and anon 



aftar the night-niuen snte croaking hard by his wiodotr. 
lesa hnue mercy rpoii me, quoth hee, what an ill. 
fsuouied cry doe yonder carrion birds make, and there- 
witball he laid liim duwne in his bed, from whence he 
neuer rose a;^ine. 

His Uaet and Oastesae, that all tliiu while noted hia 
troubled mind, lie^^an to commune betwixt themgelnei 
thereof. And the man aaid, he knew not what were 
beet to be done- By my consent (quoth he) the matter 
should passe, for 1 thinke it is not best to meddle oa 
him. What man (tjuoth she) faint you now? haue yon 
done so many and do you shriiike at thia i Then shew- 
ing hirn a great deale of gold which Cole had left witli 
her, she said, Wonld it not grieue a bodies heart to lose 
this I hang the old churle, what should he doe lining' 
any longer > he liath loo much, and we haue too little : 
tut husband, let the thing be done, and then this is our 

Her wicked counsell wm followed, and when they 
had listned at hia chamber doore, they heard the man 
sound aaleepe ; All is safe, quoth ihey, and downe into 
the kilcliin they goe, (heir seniants being all in bed, and 
pulling out the yron pins, downe fell the bed, and the 
roEUi dropt out ioto the boytiug caldron. He betn$; dead, 
they betwixt them cast his body into the riuef, hit 
clothes they made away, and made all things as it 
should he : but ivhen hee came to the stable to conuey 
theuce Coles horse, (he stable doore being open, the 
horse had got loose, and irith a part of the halter aiwut 



r. 



"hu neuke, and sCra\? trusaed vnder his belly, aa the 
Ostlers had drcsaed him ore eue, he ivas gune out at the 
back-side, tvhich led iiitu a great field ioynin;; to the 
house, and so leaping' diuera hcdt;e3, bein^ a lustie 
stout horse, had got into a ground where a mare was 
graaing, wilh whom he kept such a coile, that they got 
into the high-ivay, where otie of the Towae meetiug 
them, knew the mare, and brought her and the horse 
to the man that owd her. 

In the meaiie apace, the Musicians had beene at the 
Inne, and iu requitall of their euenings gift, they in- 
tended to glue Cole some muaicke iu the mortiiog. 
The good-man told thejn he tooke horse before day : 
liketvise there was a gueat in the house that would 
haufi bore hitn company to Readiag, vato whom the 
Oast alao answered, that he himselfe set him vpon 
hersebacke, aod that he went long agoe. Anon came 
the maa that owed the mare, inquiring vp and downe, 
to knoiv and if nuue of them missed a horse, who said 
□0. At the last hee came to the aigne of the Crane 
where Cole lay ; aud calling the Oastlcrs, he demanded 
of them tf they lackt none, they said no : Why then sud 
the man, I perceine my mare is good for something', for 
if 1 send her to field single, she ivill come home double : 
thus it passed on all that day and the night following. 
But the next day after, Colea wife musing that her hus- 
band came not home, sent one of her men on horse- 
backe, to see if he could meete him : and if (quoth she) 
you meet him not betwixt thia and Colebrooke, aske 
for him at the Crane, but if you find him not there, then 



ride to London j for I doubt he is either sicke di 
some mischance bath fallen vnto him. 

The fellow did so, and asking for him at Colebrorfte, 
they answered, hee went homeward from thence aach a 
day. The seraant luiising' what ehonld be become of 
hie Master, and making ranch imjiiiry in the Towne for 
him ; at length one lold him of a horse that iraa found 
on the hi^h-way, and no man knew whenee he came. 
He going to see the horse, knew him presently, and 
the Crane he goes with him. The Oast of the house 
percduing this, was blanke, and that night fled secretly 
away. The fellow going vnto the Justice desired hii 
helpe : presently after word was brought that larman 
of the Crane was gone, then all the men aaid, he had 
sure made Cole away t and the Musicians told 
larmaa said to them, when they would haue ginen Cole 
muucke. Then the woman being apprehended and ej- 
aminedi confessed the trnth. larman soone after wa> 
taken in Windsor Forest, he and his wife were both 
hangd, after they had laid open al these things before 
expressed. Also he confessed, that he being a Car- 
penter made that false falling floore, and how liis mfe 
denised it. And hoiv they had murdered by that 
means Ix. persons. And yet notwithstanding all the 
money whicb they had gotten thereby, they pros- 
pered not, but at their death were found very tarn 
debt. 

When the King heard of this murder, he was for the 
apace of vii dayea so sorrowfull and heauie, as he would 
not heare any snite, giuing also commanderoent, that 



87 

the house aliould quite be conaumed wilh Jire, wherdii 
Cole waa murdered, and that no man sliould ener build 
vpon that curiied ground. 

Oolea aubatance at his death waa exceediog great, 
hee bad daily iu hie hnuee an hundred men seruants and 
3d, maidea ; hee maintMned beside aboue two or tliree 
hundred people, apinoers aod carders, and a great many 
other ho uae -holders. His tvife neuer after married, and 
at her death shee bestoived a mi^btie eumme of money 
toward the muntaioin^ of the new builded Monastery. 
Her daughter nag moat richly married to a Geutlemui 
of great worship, by whom she had many children. 
And some say, that the riuer whereinto Cole was east, 
did euer since Carrie the name of Cole being called 
The riuer of Cole, and the Towne of Colebrooke. 

How diuers of the Clothiers wiues went to the Church- 
ing of SuttoDs wife of Salisbury, and of their merrl- 
mem. Cb. 12. 
SvTTONB wife of Salisbury which had lately bin deliuered 
of a Bonne, against her going to Church, prepared great 
cheare : at what time Simons wife of Southampton came 
thither, and so did diuers others of tbe Clothiers wines, 
onely to make merry at this (Jhurching- feast: and 
whilcst these Dames sate at the Table, Crab, Weasel), 
and Wren, wiutcd on the boord, and as the old Prouerbe 
apeaketh. Many women many words, ao fell it out at 
that time : for there was such prattling that it passed : 
some talkt of their husbands frowardnes, some shewed 
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their m^d« eluttielinea, othersome deciphered the coat- 
lines of their garmeuta, some told many tales of their 
ueighbours : and to be briere, there was none of them 
but would haue tallie for a whole day. 

But when Cralt, Weasel), and Wren saw this, they 
L-oneluded betwixt theiuBelueH, tbn[ as oft as any of the 
women had a good bit of meate un their trenchers, thef 
offering a cleune one, should catch that commodity, aoA 
so they did; but the women iieing buaie intalke, marked 
it not, till ai the last one found leisure to miase h 
ineac ■• whereupon she said, that their boldness exceedi 
their diligence. Not so, foraootb, said Weasell, there 
is an hundred bolder then we. Name me one, said th« 
woman if you can. A flea is bolder, quoth Crabbe. 
How will you proue that, said the woman! 
quoth he, they will creepe vnder your coates, where we 
dare not come, and now and then bite you by the 
buttocks as if (hey were brawne. But what becomes of 
them, qd. the woman ! their sweet meat hath 
sauce, and Iheir lue tines doth often cost them their Iti 
therefore take heed. A good warning- of a fdire womaUi. 
said Wren, but I had not thought ao fine a wit in a lit 
belly. 

The women seeing their men so merry, said it 
Bigne there was good ale in the house. Thats aa fit for 
a Churching quoth Weasell, as a cudgell for a curst 
queane. Thus with pleasant eommunication and merrjr 
quips they droue out the time, till the fruit and ipic»- 
cakes were set on the boord ■■ At what time one of them. 



beifoa to aeke the other, if they heard not of the cruel) 
murder of Thomas of Reading? What, said the reat, is 
old Cole murdered ? when, I pray you was the deed 
done? The other answered, on Friday last, Ogood Lord, 
said the women, how was it done, ean you tell 1 

Aa report goes, said the other, he was rosted aliue. 
U picifull [ was hee roasted ? Indeed I heard one say, a 
man was murdred at London, and that he was sodden 
at on Inholdera house, and serued it to the g;uests iu 
stead of porke. 

No neig'hbour, it was not at London, said another j 
I heare eay twas coming from Loudon, at a place culled 
Colebrook, and it id reported for trnth, that the Inholder 
made piea of him, and peony pasties, vea, and made his 
owne seniant eate a piece of him. But I pray you good 
neighbour, can you tell how it was knawne : some say, 
that a horse reuealed it. 

Now by the masse (qnoth Grayes wife) it was told 
one of my neighbours, thai a eertaine horse did speake, 
and told great things. That sounds like a lie, said one 
ofthem. Why, said another, may not a horse speake, 
as well as Balaam assef It may be, but it is rnlikeiy, 
said the third. But where was the horse when he 
spake 1 As some say, qd. she. he was in the Acid, and 
had broke out of the stable, where he stood fast loeked 
in mighty strong yron fetters, which bee burst iu peeees 
as they had lieene straws, and broke downe the stable 
doore, and so got away. The good-man comming in at 
these speeches, asked what that was they talkt of. 
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MuTy> said his wife wee beare ihat Co)e of Reading ii 
mnrdredi ! pray you is it truci I, said Sutton, it i( 
true, that vile Tillaine his Oast murdered him, in wliose 
hdUBe the man had spent many a pound. But did tliey 
make pies of him, eaid his wile ; No, no, quoth her 
husband : he was scalded to death in a boyliag caldron, 
aud afterward thmwue into a running riuer that is hard 
l>y. But );ood husband, how was it Itnownei By Ul 
horse, (juoth liee. What, did hee tell his 
murdered? could the horac speakc Enj^lish? JesuB what 
a foolish woman are you, quoih he, to aske such a quei- 
lioni But to end this, you are all heartily welcome 
good neighbours, and 1 am sorry you had no better 
cheere- So with thanks the women departed. Tbu 
haue yee heard the diners tales that will be spred abroad 
of an euit deed. 

How Duke Robert deceiued his keepers, and got fcom, 

them; how he met faire Margaret, and in carryiof 

her away, was taken for the which he had his eyei 

put out. Chap. IS. 

UuKB Robert, hauiug, aa you heard, obtained the lout 

of faire Margaret, did now cast in his mind, how bet 

might delude his Keepers, and carry her quite away, li 

the end he being absolutely reeolued what to doe, sent 

this letter vnto her, wherein he requested, that 

would be readie to meet him in the Forrest, betvriH 

Cardiffe and Glocester. 

The young Lady haning secretly receiued his met- 



age, raknowne to her master or dame, in k morning 
betiine made her ready and got forth, walking to the 
appointed place, tvliere lier Loue should meet her. 

Duriog her aboade there, and thinking long^ ere her 
Loue came, she entred into diuers passions, which in- 
deed presaged some disaster fortune to follow. O my 
deare Loue, said shee, how slacke art thou in perform- 
ing thy promise ! why doe not thy deeds agree with thy 
indicting! see these are thy words. Come, my deare 
Margaret, and ivith Cupida swift wings flie to thy friend, 
be now as nimble in thy footing, as the Camels of Bac- 
tria, that runne an hundred miles a day, I will waite 
and stay for thee, so I stay not too long. There is no 
Country like Austria for ambling horses, and to carry . 
thee I haue got one. 

O my Loue {quoth she) here am I, but where art 
thou? O why doest thou play the trewant with time, 
who like the wind slides away vnseeue ? An ambling 
gennet of Spaine is too slow to serue our turncs. A 
flying horse, for flying Loners were most meete. And 
thus casting many lookes thorow the Siluane shades, vp 
and downe to espic him, she thought euery minute an 
houre, till she might see him, sometimes she would wish 
her self a bird, that she might flie throuj>h the ayre to 
meet him, or a pretty aquinll to clime tlie highest tree 
to descry his coming: but finding her wishes vaine, she 
began thus to excuse hitn and perswaded her selfe. 



) blame am I, to finde fault with my 



ft 

I 



fiiend? Aloa, men that Inuke tUeir liberty, must coidB' 
irheD they can, not whea they would, poore piisonen 
ctuiDot doe tvbitt they desire, aud then why should I he 
so bBBtie 1 Therefore if safely I may lay me down I 
will beguile vni|uiet thougbia with quiet sleepe ; ii 
said that Golitio breeds do S«rpentg, nor doth Englanda 
forreats nourish Beares or Lyons, therefore without' 
hurt I hope I may rest awile. Thus leauio)^ faire Mar- 
(ifaret in a sweet slumber, we will returne to Diik»> 
Robert, wbo had thus plotted his escape from bit'. 

Hauing liberty of the Kiu|f to hnwke aod hunt, hee, 
determined on a day, as he should follow the i^hBBe, tV 
Icaue the bounds to the Hart, atid the buiitcrs to 
homes, and being; busie in their sport, himselfe wuiil^ 
Qie, which hee performed at that time when hee ap- 
pointed Margaret to ineeie him, and so comining ti 
place, his horse all on a kvater, aud himself in a, swea^' 
finding his Loue asleepe, he awaked her with a k 
saying. Arise faire Margaret, now comes the tim*,' 
wherein thou shall be madeaQueene: aud presentlf 
setting her on horsebacke, he pasted away. 

Now, when the Keepers saw they had lost hia com*. 
pany, and that at the killing of the game, hee wa^ not 
present, they were among themselues in such a mutiny, 
that they were ready one to stabbe another. It was thy 
ftnlt, said one, that hee thus escapt from vs, that hadst" 
more miad of thy pleasure, then of thy prisoner, and by 
this meanes we are all vndone. The other said as much 



!)3 

I, lliat he hod thongbt he had followed him in the 
chase: but leauing at last this contention, the one 
posted Tp to the King, while the others coasted vp and 
dowoe the Country to searfh for the Duke, who hauiug 
kild his horse in trauellitig, was moat vnhappily mette 
on foot with faire Margaret, ere he could coine to any 
towne, where he mig'ht for money haue another. But 
when he espyed his Keepers eoioe to take him, he de- 
aired Margaret to make shift for herselfe, and to seeke 
to escape them. But she being of a contrary mind, said, 
she would liue and die with him. 

TheDulie seeing hiinaelfe ready to be surprized, drew 
out his sword, and said, he would buy his liberty witli 
his life, before he would yeeld to be anymore a prisoner; 
and thereupon began a great fight betwixt them, inso- 
much that the Duke had killed two of thein ; but hlm- 
aelfehciug sore wounded, aod faint with ouermuch bleed- 
ing, at length fell downe, lieiug not able any longer to 
Btand : and by thin meanes Ihe good Duke was taken 
with his faire loue, and both of thetu committed to 

But in the meane space, when Orayes wife had 
missed her maide, and saw she was quite gone, she made 
great lamentation for her among her neighbouia, for she 
loued her as dearly as any child that euer she bore of 
her owne body. O Margaret, (quolh she) what cause 
hadst thou thus to leaue mc f if thou didst niislikc of 
any thing, why didst thou not tell me? If thy ivages 
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ware too little, I would haue mended iti If tby appareS' 
had been loo limple, thou shouldst liBue hud better^ 
thy Horke had bin too great, I would haue had help« 
for thee. 

Farewell my siveei Meg, the beet seruBiit that euei 
came in any mans house, many may 1 haue of thy name 
but neuer any of thy nature, thy diligence is much, ii 
thy hands 1 laid the whole gouernment of my house, ant 
thereby eased myselfe of that care, which now will cam 

Heere aliee hath left me my keyeB vnto niy chests, ba 
my comfort i« gone with her presence, euery gentle 
word that she waa wont to speuke, cornea now into a] 
mind, her courteous lieh&uiour shall I neuer forgetif 
with how sweet and inodeat a. coutttenance would 
quatifie my oiier-hastie nature ! It repents my heart 
that euer 1 spoke foule word vuto her. Me^, weiC 
ihou here againe, I would neuer chide thee more : but !■' 
was an vnworthy Dame for such a seruant : what 
become of me now, if 1 should chance to be eicke, 
ing she is gone, that was wont to be both my 
■nd Phyaician t 

Well, quoth her neighbours, there is no remedy now, 
but to rest coutetit, you shall one day heare of her, doubt 
you not, and thinke this, that she was noi 
you may get another as good, and therefore due not tatce< 
it Be heauily. O neighbour, blame me not to grieiie,. 
seeing I haue lost so great a iewell, and sure I am per- 
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EWftded, that scant in a bodies life time, ttiey sball meet 
with tlielike- 

1 protest, I would circuit Eoglaiid round about tax my 
bare feet to meet with her againe. O, my Meg was 
surely stole away from me, else would she not bane gone 
in eucb sort. Her busband on tbe other side giieued 
as much, and rested not night nor day riding Tp and 
downe to seeke her: but ahee poore aoule, is fast lockt 
vp in prison, and thcrfore cannot be met witball. 

But when the King vnderstood of hia brothers es- 
cape, bee wafl marueloua wroth, giuing' great charge and 
commandemeot when he was taken, that both hia eyes 
should be put out and be kept in prison till his dying 
day ; appoiudug also that tbe Maid should lose her life 
for presumption of louing him. 

This matter being rumoured ouer aU England, it 
came to the eares of Gray and bis wife, who hearing 
that Margnret also was there in prison appointed to 
die, the good aged woman neuer rested till she came to 
the Court, where kueelicig before tbe King with many 
teares she besought bis Maiestie to spare tbe.Mudena 
life, saying. Most royall King consider, I humbly beseech 
you, that the Duke yonr brother was able to entice any 
woman to his loue : much more a aiUy Maiden, espe- 
cially promising her marriage, to make her a Lady, a 
Dntchesse, or a Quecnc, who would refuse sdch an offer, 
when at the instant they might get both a princely hus- 
band and a high dignity : if death be a Louers guerdon. 



then what ia due to hatred f I am in my heart per- 
iwaded, that had my poore Margaret thuught it ivould 
haue bred your Highnes displeiisure, ahe would ueuer 
haue bought hia loue «o deare. Had your Grace 
it known lo your Commona, that it waa vnlawful for any 
to marry the Duke your brother, who would haue at 
tempted 3uch an action . if she had wilfully diaobeyed 
your Graces commondcmeut, she might haue hees 
thought worthy of death; hut seeing ignorantly 3h|i 
offended, 1 beseech your Grace to recall the HentencOi 
and lei me alii! enioy my seruant, for ueuer H-ill I ria^. 
till your Maieeiie haue granted my petition. 

HisHighties.who was of nature mercifull, beholdinip 
Ihe womana aliundaut teares, tooke pitie on her, ai 
granted her suite; which being obtained, shee weQ^' 
home in all baste possible. And from thence, shce n 
her husband taking their iourney to Cardifie castle, th^ 
came at that rcry instant when the Maiden was 1 
ward her death, who went in most ioyfull sort I 
satn«, saying, that they were not worthy to be accounted 
true louers, that were not willing to die for loue ; 
to with a smiling countenance ahe pasaed on, as if 
had eaten Apium Hisus, which causcth a maa to dia 
laughingi but berDame Gray aeeing her, fell about het, 
necke, and with many kisses imbraced her, saying. Thou 
ahalt not die my wench, but goe home with me; and fof 
thy deliuery, behold here the Kings letters j and with 
that ahe deliuercd them vp to the gorernour of the 
Ga«tle : who reading them found theae words written : 
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Wee. pardon the maids lire, and grant her liberty, hut 
let her nat pa53c, till alie see her louers eyes put out, 
which we will haua you doe in such aort that not onely 
the sight may perish, Im! tlie eye continue faire, for 
which cau»e I haue sent (lowne Doctor Piero, chat he 






e the Gi 



The Gouernour of the Castle hauing read the Kings 
letter, said thus to the Maiden : The Kings M^esty 
hath pardoned thy life, and allowed thy liberty : but you 
must not paase before you see your Louera eyes put out. 
air, aaid the Maiden, inistalce not your selfe, they are 
my eyes that must be put out, and not the Dukee : as 
his offence grew by my meanes, so 1 being guilty, oug'ht 
to receiuc the punishment. 

The Kings com in an dement must be fulfilled, SEud 
the Goueriiour: and therewithal! Duke Robert was 
brought forth, who hearing that he must lose his eyes, 
SEud thus -■ The Noble mind is uetier conquered by j 
griefe, nor ouercome by mischance ; but as the Hart 
reneweth his sge by eating the Serpent, so doth a b 
lengthen his life with deuQuring sorrow : my eyes haue 
oCfended the King, and they must be punished, my heart 
is iu as great fault, why is not that killed 1 

The Kings Maiesty, said the Gouernour, spares your 
life of meere loue, and onely is content to satisfie the 
Law with tlie losac of your eyes, wherefore take in good 
port this punishment, and thinke you haue dsserued 
greater then is granted. 

With this Margaret cryed out, saying, O my deare 
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Laiie, most gentle Prince, well tns;f you wish tliu I b 
nener bin bome, who by icfiog of mee must lose your 
light i but happie should I count my selfe, if it s 
ples«e the King, that I miglit redeetne iliy eyes with m 
life: or « tee, that beiug- an eqnall offender, I might 
receiue equall punishment . hadst ihou iiutained tfali 
antut fiir some Queene or Princesse of high blood, it 
might with the more ease be bome, but to endure it 
such a one as I, it must needs cause a treble griefe U 
increased. 

Content thee faire Margaret said the Duke : for 
honour ought to be gtuen to rertue, and not riches : 
Glory, Honor, Nobility and riches without rertue, are 
but clokes of maliciouanes. And now let me take my 
leaue of thy beauty, for neuer most t behold thy face: 
notwithstanding I account my eyes well lo«t, in that I 
doe forgoe them for so peereles a paragon. Now ihire 
heauens fiu'ewell, the Sunne, Moone, and Starres shall I 
in this world neuer behold againe, and farewall alao the 
fruitfiill earlh: well may I feele thee, but those poon 
windowes of my body are noiv deuyed to view thee any 
more; and though the world hath euer biu my foe, yet 
will I bid thee farewell too, and farewell all my friends, 
whiles I live here in this world, 1 must suppose to sleeps 
and wake when 1 come in heauen, where 1 hope li 
you all againe. Yet had it pleaaed the Ring, I had 
rather haue lost my life then my eyes. Life, nhj, what 
is it but a flowre, a bubble in the water, a spanue long, 
and full of miserie: of such small account is life, that 



pence. And trust me, 
then a goAt doth hete 



euery Soldier will sell it for 
I doe DOW detcat llTe, woe 

' BasUl, 

With thai the Doctor prepu^d hia ii 
being- read^ to set to the Dukes eyes, he said, O atajr 
Master Doctor, till I haue conueyed my Loues counte- 
nance downe into my heart ; Come hilher mj sweet, 
and let me giue thee my last kisse, while mine eyes may 
direct me to thy cherry lips. Then imbracing her in his 
armes, he sdd, O that I might giue thee a kiasc of xx 
yeerea long', and to satisfie my greedy eyes with thy 

' sight : yet it datli somewhat content me, because thou 
art present at my punishment, that I may hold thee by 
the hand, to comfort my heart, at the sudden pricke of 

This being said, the Doctor performed his duty, and 
so put out the christoll sight ; at what time D. Robert 
started rp and with a most manly courage said, I must 
thanke hia Maieatie, that though hee depriuelh me of 
my light, yet he leauetli me eyes to weepe for my sinnes. 
But so soonc as Margaret lieheld the deed, she fell 
dovme in a swoune; and much a doe her dame had to 
lecouer her life ; which when the Duke vnderstood, hee 
was wondrous woe, groaping for her with his bleeding 
eyes, saying U where is my Loue '. for Goda sake haue 
regard to her. And I pray you moat heartily, good 
good-wife Gray, let her haue this fauouT for my sake, 
that she may be veed kindly. And with that the Keepers 
I^ bim into the Castle, and Margaret was carried away 
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ivoadrous sickc and ill : bat her dame ivas most tender 
ouerhEfi end would suffer her to lacke nothing. Wlien 
she was somewhat well recoiiered, her Dame Gray set 
her on horsebacke; nnd at her comming- tn Glocester, 
there was no small ioy. 



Hoiv Thomas Doue beiDe- Tallen to ilecaj, \vHs fonaken 
□f his fricnda, aud despised of his scniants : and hovr 
in the end he was raised againc through the liberolitf 
of the Clothiers. Chap. 14. 

Such as seokc the pleasure of the world, follow a shadow 
ivherein is no substance : and as the adder Aspia tickletk 
a man to death, so doth va!ne pleasure flatter ts, till it 
makes vB forget God, and consume our substance, as by 
Tnin Doue it is apparent, who hod through a free heart, 
and a liherall mindc wasted his wealth; and lookc how 
his. goods consumed, so hia friends fled from hiin : And 
albeit he had beene of great ability, and thereby dons 
good vnto many, yet no man regarded him in his ponerty;: 
but caatiag a scornefuU countenance vpoo him, they 
passeil by him with slender salutation: neither wouU. 
aiiy of hh former acquaintance do him good, orpleaauie 
him the value of a farthing j his former friendship done 
to ihem was quite forgot, and he made of as mucli' 
account, as loh when he sate on the dunghill. 

Now, when his wicked seruants saw him in this di»- 
jirace with the world, they on the other side began to 
disdainc him. Notwithstanding that hee (to his great 
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cost) had long tiine brought them vp, yet did they 
iiothinjf regard it, liuC behind hU backe in most scoroe- 
fuli sort derided iiim, a.nd both in their ivords sod tclioos 
greatly abuse him, rcucretice they would doe none voto 
him, but when they spake, it waa in iucb malapert sort, 
as would grieue an linnest minde to hearc it. 

At last it came to passe, that breaking out into meere 
contempt, they said they ^vould stay no longer ivith him, 
aud that it was a great discredit for them, to serue a 
person so beg^crly : ivhereupaa they thought it cooue- 
uient to accke for their henclita elseivhere. When the 
distressed man found the matter so pkinc being in great 
griefe, he spake thus vnto tlicm Noiv do I find, to my 
sorrow, the sraail trust that is in this false uorld. Why, 
my Masters (quoth he) haue you so much forgotten my 
former prosperity, that yon nothing regard my present 
necessity i in your wants I forsooke you not, in vour 
sickuease I left you not, nor despised you in your great 
pouerty i it is not vokiiowne, though you doe not con- 
sider it, that 1 tuoke some of you vp in the high-way, 
othersome from your ueedy parents, and brought the 
real from meere beggery to a liouse of bounty; where 
from paltrie hoyca, I brought you vp to mans state, and 
haue, to my great cost, taught you a trade, whereby you 
may Hue Jike men. And in requitall of all my courtosie, 
cost and good will, ivill you now on a sudden foreaki 
me f is this the best retompence that you can find your 
hearts to yeeld meef 
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Thia IB farre from the inmdB of bnne»t Keruanti. 
The fierce Lion U kind to those that doe hiui ^ood: 
plnclte Imt one thorne out of his foot, and for the si 
he will shew manifold fauora. The wilde Bull will not 
onerthroir hie dam : tuid llic very Dragons are dutifiill 
to their nourishera. Bee better aduised and call t 
miDd, 1 beseech y<)u, that 1 haue not plui^kt a thome ot 
of yonr feet, but draivne your whole bodies out of periU, 
and when you had no meniies to helpe your selnea, I 
ooely was your support, nud he, that when all other 
forsooke you, did comfort you in all your extremities. 

And what of all thia, quoth one of them} becftuie 
you tooke rs vp poore, doth it therefore follow, that we 
must be your slaues ! We are young-men, and for oi 
part, we are no further to regard your profit, then it 
may stand ivith our prefernieni ; Why should we lose 
our benefit to pleasure you? if you taug-ht v» our trade, 
and brought vb vp from hoies to men, you had our. 
seniiee for it, \vhereby you made no small benefit, if you 
had as well TBed it, as we got it. But if you be poore, 
you may thankc your eelfe, bein;; a iust scourge for 
your prodigalitie, and is my opinion plaine, that to 
stay with you, is the next way to make vs like 
nether able to helpe our selues, nor our friends ; then- 
fore in briefe ; come pay me my wages, for J will not 
stay, let the rest doe as they will, for 1 am reaolued. 

Well said his Master, if needs thou will be gone, 
here is part of thy wages in hand, and the rest as soane 
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u God sends it, thou shalt haue it : and with that, 
tuniing to the rest, he said. Let mc yet iotreat you to 
stay, and leaue me nut altogether destitute of heipe : by 
your labours must I liue, and without you I know a 
what to doe- Consider therefore my need, and regard 
my great charge. And if for my sake you ivill doe 
nothing, ta1<e compassioa of ray poore children ; stay 
ray sliding foot, and let me not vtterly fall, through your 
flying from me. 

Tush (quoth they) what do you talke to ts? we can 
haue better wages, and serue a mau of credit, where our 
fare shall be farre better, and our gaiiies greater : there- 
fore the world might count vb right coxeoroes, if we 
should forsake our pro&t, to pleasure you : therefore 
adieu, God seud you more money, for you are like to 
haue DO more men : and thus they departed. 

When tliey were gone, within a while after they met 
one vnih another, saying. What cheare ? are you all come 
away: in faith I, what should we doe else, quoth they : 
but hear'st thou sirra, hast ihou got thy wages ? Not yet 
eaith the other, but I shall haue it, and that is as good, 
(is but X shillings. S^at thou so (said he) now I see 
thou art one of God Almighties idiots : Why so, said the 
other? Because (quoth he) thou wilt be fed with shales : 
but He tell thee one thing, twere better for thee quickly 
to arrest him, lest some other doing it before, and there 
he nothing left to pay thy debt: hold thy peace, 
faire words make fooles fdne, and it is an old 
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Mjiag, Oae bird i 
if thou dost not tLi 



I hand is worth two in bush: 
'est liim presently, I will not I 
gine thee two peuce for thy x. shillings. Mow shall I I 
come b; him, quoth the other ! j;iue me but two pott . 
of ale, and He betray bim, said he. So they beiiif J 
agreed, this smooth-fae'd ludas comes to his lute master, 
and told him that a friend of his at the doore would i 
speake with hiu. The vnmistrusting man thinliiiig do I 
euill, went to the doore where presently an Officer | 
arrested bim at hia mans suite. 

The poore man seeing this, being stntckeD in 
sudden sorrow, in the griefc of bis be.irt spake to 
effect ; Ah lliou lewd fellow, art tlinu the first man 
aeekes lo aug'menl my miserie I Haue 1 thus long giueo 
thee bread, lo breed my oucrthrow } and nourisht tbee 
in thy neede, to worke my destruction ? Full little did 
I thinke, when thou so often diddest dip thy false fingers J 
In toy dish, that I gaue food to my chiefeet foe : boCfl 
what boote complaints in these extremes! Goewifeyv 
quoth be, vnto my neighbours, and see if thou canst get! 
any of ibem to be my baile. But in vaine washerp^nCf 
spent. Tben he sent to his kinsfulkes, and they denied J 
lum : to his brother, and he would not come at hin 
that there was no shift, but to prison he must : b 
he was going, a Messenger met him with a letter from I 
Master Cole, tvliercin as you beard, bee had promised | 
him two hundred pounds i which when the poore uan 
read, hee greatly reioyced, and shewing the same ti 
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Officer, hee was content to take his owne word. Where- 
upon Tom Done went Ipreseaily to Reading, where at 
hia comining, he found all the rest of the Clothiers, 
lamenting Coles vntiinely death; where the wofull 
widdow paid him the money, hy which deed all the 
rest of the Clothiers were induced to doe some- 
thing for Doue. And thereupon one gane him 
ten pounds, another twenty, another thirtie pounds, 
to begin the world anew; and by this meanea (toge- 
ther with ihe blessing of God) he greiv into greater 
credit then euer hee was before. And riehea being 
thus eoine vpon him, his former friends came fawn- 
ing vnlo hira and when he had no neede of them, 
then euerie one was readie to.proffer him kindnease. 
His wicked scruants also ihat disdained him in his dia- 
tresse, were afler glad to come creeping vnto him, 
intreating with cap and knte for his fauour and 
frienjlship. And albeit ]iee seemed to forgiue their 
trespasses done against liim, yet hee would often say 
he would neuer trust them for a straw. And thus he 
euer after liued in great wealth and prosperitie, doing 
mueh good to the poore, and ac his death^ left Co his 
childreugreatlands. 
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How &ire Marearet oude her estate and lugh birth 
kaowBc to her Muter and Dame; and for ihe ii 
Icnie she bore to Duke Robert, made a tow neuer to 
oarrr, but became ■ Nan in the Abbejr U Glocetter- 
Ch^. 13. 

ArrsB bire Stuguet «u cook afalne to Glocetter 
■eoec tUd the behold the cleare day, but with a weepii^ 
9fei and hi great wai the sorron' which s!ie concMoed, 
t&r the IiMse of Duke Robert ber l^tbfull Loner, that 
■ke merljr despised all the pleasures of this life, aud at 
Ivt betmred her eelfe in thit sort fniu her Dame 

O taj good Master and Dame, too long haue f dia- 
Mmbled mj parentage from you, whom Ihe frowud 
dcatiuies doe porene to desenied pnuiabmeDt. The 
irafnll dsiiKbler am I of the rnhappj Earle of Shrewi- 
borie, whoeoeriince his baniAbmeut, haue done notliiDf 
bu drswite miicbaace after meei wherefore let ne iB- 
tttu jna (.dear Master and Dame) to haue your good 
riUt, to spend the retnuant of my life in some blessed 



When Gray and hii wife heard tbiE, tbev nrondred 
l^reatly, as well at her birth, as at her strange deinannd. 
Whereupon her dame knew not huw to call her, whe- 
ther Maiden or Madam, but said, O good Lord, are 
a Ladie, and i know it not ? I an sorrJe that I itni 
not before. But when the folkes of the bouse heard 
that Mai^aret was a Lady, there n-as no small altera- 
ber Dame said, that lihe had 



thought to haue had a, match between her and her son : 
and hy many perswaeiona did aeeke to withdraw her 
from beiog' a Nun, saving in this manner : What Mar- 
garet, thou art younj^ and faire, the world <no doubt) 
hath better foriune for thee whereby thou maiat leaue 
an honourable issue behind ihee, in whom thou mayit 
liue after death. 

These and many other reasons did they alledge voto 
her, but all in vaioe : she making this reply. Who 
knowea not that this world giueth the pleasure of an 
hours, but the sorrow of many daiea ? for it paitb euer 
that which it promiaeth, which is nothing elee but cou- 
tinuall trouble and rexation of the rainde. Do you think, 
if I had the offer and choice of the mightiest Princes of 
Chriatendom, that I could match my aelfe better then 
to my Lord Jeaus? No, no, hee is my husband, to 
whom 1 yeeld my selfe both body and souk, giuing- to 
him ray heart, my loue and my most firme affections ; 
I haue ouerlong loucd this vile world : therefore I 
beseech you farther disswade me not. 

When her friends by no meanes could alter her 
opinion, the matter was made knowue to his Maieetie, 
who against thi! time that she should be receiued into 
Ae Monaaterie, came to Glocester with moat part of hii 
Nobilitie, to honour her action with his princely presence. 

All thin|]^ bein;^ therefore prepared, the young Lady 
was in most princely wise attired in a gowne of pure 
white aattin, her kirtle of the same, embroidered with 
gold about tlie skirts in most curious sort, her head wa* 



lOB TUE Fl.tfASANT HiaTOtLIE 

garuBlied with goW, pearlea, and precious stonet, 
libuing ber baire like thrids of burnlaht gold, hanging 
downe behind in manner of a princely bride : abont ha 
ynory necke ieweh of inesliinabte price went bung, »ai 
her bindivreste were cornpassed about with bracelets Of 
brigUUfhining- Diamond 3. 

The streela tlioroiv ibe which she should passe, w 
pleaaantly deckt nich grecne oaken boughs. Then 
came the young Lady most like an heauenly Angell out 
of her masters house, at what time all [he bells in Glo- 
cester were solemnly rung! ahc bein^ led betwixt the 
Kings Maiestie, hauing on hia Royal Robes, and Impe- 
nail Cru'vne, and the chiefe Bishop wearing his Miter, 
in a Cope of cloth of gold, euer her head a Canopy of 
white alike, fringed about in princely manner ; before 
her ivent an hundred Priests singing, and after her all 
the chiefe Ladies of the Land : then all the wiuet 
Mudens of Gloccster followed, with an innumerablf 
sort of people on euery side standing to behold her. 
this sort she passed on to the Cathedrall Church, where 
she was brought to the Nunry gale. 

The Lady Abbesse receiucd her ; where the beautiful 
Maiden kneeling downe, made her prayer in sight of all 
the people : then with her owne bands she vndid her 
virgins faire goivne, and tooke it off, and gsue it away 
to the poorc ; after that, her kirtle, then her iewels, 
bracelets and rings, saying, Farewell the pride and 
vanitie of this world. The ornaments of her head n 
the next shec gaue away \ and then was shee led on i 



tide, wbere she nas stripped, ncd m stead of liet smocbe 
of 3oi^ Bilkc had a smocks of rough b^re put vpon lier. 

Then eame one with a paire of sheares, and eut off 
her golden-coloured lockes, and with dust and ashea all 
bestrewed her head and face. Which being done, she 
was brought agiiinc into tlie peoples si^ht bare foot and 
bare leR-'d, to whom she said j Now farereell the world, 
farewell the pleasures of this life, farewell my Lord the 
King, and to tlie Dukes siveet lone farewell, now shall 
my eyes weepe for ray former transgressions, and no 
more sball my tongue taike of vanity ; farewell my good 
Master and Dame, and farewell all good people. 

With which words she was taken away, and neuet 
after seene abroad. When Duke Robert heard thereof, 
he desired that at his death, his body might be buried in 
Glocealer : in that Toivnc, (juolh he, wheie first my 
deare eyes beheld the heauenly beauty of my Lone, and 
wbere for my sake shee forsooke the world ; which was 
performed accordingly. 

The King also at his death requested to be buried at 
Beading, for the great loue bee bare to that place, 
among those Clothiers, who liuing were his hearts com- 
fort. Gray dying wondrous wealthy, gaue land to the 
Monasterie whereinto Blargaret waa taken. VViUiam 
Fitzallen also dyed a most rich man, bauing builded 
many houses for the poore, whose sonne Henry after 
was the first Maior that was eucr in London. 

Sutton of Salisbury did also at his death much good, 
and gaue an lumdred li. to l)e yeerely lent to poore 
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weauers of the Towne, to the worlds end. iSimon of 
South-hampton g^aue a most boonteoiu gift towards die 
biiildi|ig of a Monastery at Winchester. Hodgkins of 
Hallifax did also i^reat good, and so did Cutbert of 
Kendall, who had married xxiii. couples out of his ovne 
house, giuing each of them x. IL to beginne the world 
withall. Martin Briam of Manchester gaue toward the 
building of a free-schoole in Manchester, a great masse 
of money. And thus (gentle reader) haue I finished 
my stone of these worthy men, desiring thee to take ny 
paines in good part, which will ingage me to greater 
matters, perceiuing this curteonsly aceepted. 
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Whkit we observe the tendency which has been 
ghowa by the generality of mankind in all agea and 
conntrie!!, to estimate the capabilities of the buman 
mind by the limited powers which liave been allotted 
to themselves, we cannot be surprized that they' 
should endeavour to rtduce the maater-Epirits of 
Genius and Philosophy to their own level, by attri- 
buting their superior acquirements to the influence of 
demoniacal agency. Such has ever been the solution 
which the vulgar have given to the apparently myste- 
rious power which superior intellect possessed over 
them, while the few whose better knowledge should 
have led them to check so delusive and dangerous 
an opinion were too often induced by feelings of envy, 
if not openly to encourage, at least tacitly to sanction 
it. Among the many who have been thus treated-, 
none have been so more unjustly than Roger Bacon, 
who in the three first chapters of his epistle on the ' 
Power of Art and Nature, expressly declares against 
magic, unlawful books, characters and spells, but 
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h in the following tale transformed from the greatest 
philosopher of his age into a beneficent and powerful 
conjaror. 

The history of Fryer Bacon as related in these 
pages, was probably written towards the close of the 
sixteenth ceDtury, and is we may suppose a collection 
of the various traditions respecting him which were 
current among all classes of Uie conmiunity when the 
narrative was compiled. Many of the incidents con- 
tained in it are widely diffused in other shapes, and 
the name of our hero has doubtless often been con* 
nected with them merely from their being mutual 
subjects of popular fable : but the Brazen Head and 
the wonderful Perspective Glass, which he is report- 
ed to have made, seem deserving of particular notice, 
though any credit which may be given to him for 
his exertions in constructing such a head, *^ by the 
which hee would have walled England round with 
brass/' he wiU I fear have to share with so many 
who are said to have possessed similar skill in the . 
construction of magical images that it will be consi- 
derably diminished. Virgil is reported to have con- 
structed certain images called Salvacio Romee, which 
are fully described in that extraordinary production 
the Lyfe of Virgilius. Robert Greathead or Grosthead, 
commonly called Robert of Lincoln, is reported by 
Gower to have constructed a brazen head which could 
speak, and is coupled with our author by Butler, who 
speaks of ** Old Hodge Bacon and Bob'Orostead/^ 




iam of Malmsbury mentions a similar one coa- 
Structed by Pope Sylvester the Second, ond Yepes 
affirms that Henry de Villeine made such a one at 
Madrid, wLich was afterwards broken to pieces by 
order of John the Second, Kiag of Castile, and upon 
numerous authorities, the same thing has been as- 
serted of Albertus Magnus,* And here let me 
extract what Sir Thomas Browne says upon this sub- 
ject in his Vulgar Errors. Book 7. Cap. 17. 

Every ear is filled with the story of Friar Bacon, 
that made a Brazea Head to speak these words rime 
is, which though they want not the like relation, is 
surely too literally received, and was but a mystical 
fable concerning the philosopher's great work, where- 
in he eminently laboured ; implying no more by tha 
copper head than the vessel where it was wrought; 
and by the words it spake, than the opportunity to 
be watched about ibe tempus ortus, or birth of the 
mystical child, or philosophical king of Lullius, the 
rising of the terra foliata of Arnoldus; when the 
earth, sufficiendy impregnated with tbe water, as- 
cendeth white and splendent; which not observed 
the work is irrecoverably lost, according to that of 



* Ston^ mcndons a head oC tatlh madE at Oxford by the art 
of necromancy, in the reign of Edward the Second, that at a time 
KppiHiited spalce these words, Caput dieidtiur, the head Bball b« 
cut off: Cuput iltwibil«T, the head shall be Ull up ; Fidis dniiilmn- 
lur supra caput, (be feet shall be lifted above tlie hesfl. 
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Thoe b one trsdhion connected widi the history of 
Friar Bacon which is not mentioned either in the Play 
or the Romance, namely, that he acquired his skill 
in magic by promising himself to the devi!, after his 
death, provided he died either in the chnrch or out of it, 
«nd the fulfilment of which contract he evaded, when 
he felt his end approaching, by causing a cell to be 
formed neither in nor out of, but in the wall of the 
ehurch, vdierein he both died and was buried. 
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THE FAMOUS HISTORIK OF FRYER 

BACO>f. 



Of tlie Parents and Birth of Fryer Bacon, and Iiow lie 

uiJilicled bimaelfe to Learning. 
In most men's opinions he ivas borne in the west part 
of England and was sonne to a ucallby farmer, who pat 
him to achoole to the parson of tbe towno where hee 
was borne : not with intent that he should turiie fryer 
(aa he did,) hut to get ao raucli iiDder§ landing, thai be 
might manajfe the better thai wealth hee was to leave 
him. But young Bacon tooke his learning so fast, that 
the priest could not teach him any more, ivliich made 
him desire his master tliat he would spcakc tu his father 
to put him to Oxford, that he might not lose that little 
learning that hee had gained : his master was very 
willing so to doe : and one day meeting his father, told 
him, that he had received a great l>lessing of God, iu 
that he had given him so wise and hopefull a child, ag 
his Sonne Roger Bacon was '.for an was he named) and 
wished liitn withall to doc his duty, and to hring up ao 
his child, that hee might shew liis thanhfulnesse to God, 
\Thich could not better he done then in making of him a 



ickoller; for he found by hia sudalnc takiog of hU 
learnini;, Ihat liee wna a childe likely to prove a very 
great clerke: hereat old Bacon vfos not well pleased 
(for he desired to briti^ him up to plough and to Ihe i 
cart, as liee hiiiiselfe was brought) yet he for reverence i 
Bake to the priest, shewed not his an^er, but kindly I 
thanked hiin for his painea and counsell, yet desired him 1 
not to spcake any more concerning' that matter 
hee knew beat what liest pleaaed hiniselfe, and that he I 
would doe: so broke they off their taike, and parted. 

So sootie as the old man came home, he called to h 
Sonne for hia bookes, which when he had, he lock'd I 
them.up, and gave the boy a cart wliip in the place of I 
them, sayitifc to him : Boy, I will have you no pries^.a 
you lihall Dot be better teamed then I, yon can tel] 
by the almanack when it is best sowing wheat, wlien 1 
barly, pcaae, and bcane : and when the beat libbing is, I 
when to sell (jraine ond cattell I ivill teach thee ; for I 
have all fnires and markets aa perfit in my memory, at 
Sir John our priest has masse without booke ' take mee 
this whip, I will leach Ihee the use of it, it will be mora 
profitable to thee then this harsh Latin : make no reply, 
but follow my counsell, or else by the masse thou ihalt 
feele the smart hand of my anger, Young Bacon 
thought this but hard dealing, yet would he not reply, 
but within sixe or eight dayes he gave hia father the _ 
Blip, and went to a cloyster some twenty miles o^J 
where he was enterttuned, and so continued his leamlnt'f,| 



ai)d m small time came Co be so famous, that he was 
Bent for to the UoiTeraity of Oxford, where he \ong 
time stuilied, and grew so excellent in the secrets of 
art and nature, that not Eng'land onely, but all Chris- 
ten do me admired bim. 

How the king sent for Fryer Bacon, and of the wonder- 
full things he shewed the king and queene. 
The king being in Oxfordshire, at a Nohlemans house, 
was very desirous to see this famous fryer, for he hed heard 
many times of his ivouilroua things that he had done by 
his art: therefore hee sent one for him to desire him to 
come to iheeourt. Fryer Bacon kindly thanked the king 
by the messenger, and said, that he was ut the kings 
service, and would suddenly attend him : but, sir, saitli 
he (to the gentleman) I pray make you hasle, or else I 
shall be two houres before you ut the court. For all 
yonr learning [answered the g-eutleman) I can hardly 
beleeve this, for seliollers, old-men and travellers, may 
lye by authority. To alrenjrthen your beliefe (said 
Fryer BacouJ I could presently shew you Che last wench 
that you lay withall, but I will not at this time. One is 
as true as the other [said the gentleman) and I would 
laugh to see cither. Vou shall see (!iem both within 
these foure houres, quoth the fryer, and therefore make 
what haate you can. I will prevent that by my speed 
(said the gentleman) and with that lid his ivay : but he 
rode out of his way, as it should seem ; for he had hut 
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Ave miles to ride, and yet was he better than three 
houres a ridioj^ them ; so that Fryer Bacon by his art 
was with the king before he came. 

The king kindly welcommed him, and said that hee 
long time had desired to see him ; for he had as yet not 
heard of his life. Fryer Bacon answered him that fame 
had belide him, and given him that report that his poore 
studies had never deserved, for hee beleeved that art had 
many sonnes more excellent then himselfe was. The 
king commended him for his modesty, and told him, that 
nothing could become a wise man lesse than boasting': but 
•yet withall he requested him now to be no niggard of his 
■knowledge, but to shew his queene and him some of his 
skill. I were worthy of neither art or knowledge (quod 
Fryer Bacon), should I deny your maiestie this small r&> 
quest : I pray seat yourselves, and you shall see pre- 
sently what my poore skill can performe : the king, 
queene, and nobles sate them all down. They having 
'80 done, the fryer waved his wand, and presently was 
heard such excellent musicke that they were all amazed, 
for they all said they had never heard the like. This is, 
said the fryer, to delight the sense of hearing, I will de- 
light all your other sences ere you depart hence : ^o 
waving his wand againe, there was lowder musicke 
heard, and presently five dancers entred, the first like^ 
court-laundresse, the second like a footman, the^hird 
•like an usurer, the fourth like a prodigall, the fift like a 
foole : these did divers excellent changes, so that they 
gave content to all the beholders, and having done their 



dance, tliey all Taaishcd aicay in their order us they came 
in. Thus feasteit he two of their sences ; then waved he 
his wand againe, iind there was another kind of mnaicke 
heard, and whilest it wus playing-, there was soddnly 
before them a table richly coTered witli all sorts of deli- 
catea : then desired he the king- and queene to taste of 
some certaine rare fruits that were on the table, which 
they and the nolilea there present did, and were yery 
highly pleased with the taste j they being- satisfied, all 
vaniBhed away on the sodaine- Then waved he bis wand 
agune, and sodainly there was such a smell, as if all the 
rich perfumes in the whole world had hin there pre- 
pared in the best manner that art could set them out : 
whilst hee feasted thus their sinellio;;, he waved his 
wand Dgaine, and iheir came divers nations in sundry 
habits (aa Russians, Puiandcrs, Indians, Armenians) all 
bringing sundry kinds of furres, such as their couutriea 
yeelded: all which they preseuted to the king and 
queene : these furres ivere so soft in the touch, that they 
highly pleased all those that handled them, then after 
some odde fantastlcke dances (after their countrey 
manner) they vanished aivay: then asked Fryer Bacon 
the king's majesty, if that hee desired any more of his 
skill? the king answered that hee was fully satisfied for 
that time, and that hee onely now thought of something 
that hee might bestow on him, that might partly satisfle 
the kindnesse that liec had received. Fryer Bacon said, 
that hee desired nothing so much as his majesties love, 
and if that he might be assured of that, bee would thjnke 
himselfe happy in it : for that (said the king) be thou 



enr inre of it, in token of vihlch receive this Jewell, and 
ifithill g&ye him a costly jeiiell from his necke. The 
fryer did ivith great reverence tlmnke his maiedtie, and 
Slid : as your niBiesties vassal! you shall ever finde n 
ready to do you service, yuur time of needc sliall finde it 
both beDe(it:iall and delightfull. But nmongst all theie 
frenllemen, 1 see not the niaa that your grace did send 
for me by, sure he tinth tost his way, or else met with 
gome sport that detainei him au long, 1 prninised ti 
here t>efore him, and all lliis noble Bssetnbly can 
nesse I am as good as my word : I lieare liim comtning ; 
with that entered tlie ({enlleinan all bedurted (for ho 
had lid through ditches, iiuagniires, plaehes, and wnten, 
that hee wua in a moat pittifull ease) he seeinR the 67*6, 
there looked full angerly, and bid a poxe on all hii 
devils, for they had led hitn out of hia way, and almoct 
drowned him. Be not angry sir (said Fryer Bacon) here 
ia an old friend of yours that hath more cause : for she 
hath tarried these three hourea for you (with that bee 
pulled up the liaagiugs, and bebinde them stood a 
kitcbeu-mayde with a baa ting-ladle in her hand) n 
am 1 as good as my word with you ; for I promised t<t 
helpe yuu to your sweetheart, how do yon like this? So 
ill, answered the gentleman, that J will be revenj^ed of 
you. Threaten not (said Fryer Bacon) least I do you 
more shame, and doe you take heed hoiv you give scholf 
lera the lye againe; but because I know not bow wel^i 
you are stored iviih money at thia time, 1 will bear yon(. 
wenches charges home: with that sbe vanished awayi 



the Iiingj queeae, and all tlie company laiiji|;bed to see 
wilh what shame tUis gentkmftn imiured the sight of 
liis grcasie atreetheart : but the geiitleman went away 
discontented. This done Fryer Bacon tooke his leave 
of the King and Queene, and received from them divers 
gifts (as well as thankcs) for his art he shewed them. 

How Fryer Bacon deceived his Man, that would fast for 



Frtsr Bacon had one onely man to attend on him, 
and he too was none of the ivisest, for he kept him in 
charity, more then for any service he had of him. This 
man of his (named Miles) never could indure to fast as 
other religious persons did, for ahvayes hee had in one 
comer, or another, flesh which hee would eaic when his 
maislfir eat bread only, or else did fast and abstaine from 
all thinjTS. Fryer Bacon seeing this, thought at one time 
or other to bo even with hiro, which he did one Fryday 
in this manner. Miles on llie Thursday night bad provi- 
ded a great blacke-pudding for his Prydayes fast : this 
pudding put he in his pocket Cthinking belike to heate 
it so, for liis maister had no lire on those dayes) on the 
next day, who vvas so demure as Miles, hee looked ai 
though bee would nut have cat any thing: ivhen his 
maister offerd him some bread, hee refused it, saying his 
sinnes deserved a greater penance then one dayes fast io 
D whole weeke : his maister commended him for it, and 
bid him lahe beed that he did not dissemble : for if he 
t would at last be knowne; then were I worse 
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then a Turke said Miles : so went he forth as if he 
would have gone to pray privately, but it was for no- 
thing but to prey upon his blacke pudding ; that pulled 
he out, (for it was halfe roasted with the heate)and fell 
to it lustily ; but he was deceived, for having put one 
end in his mouth, he could neither get it out againe nor 
bite it off, so that hee stamped out for helpe : his mais- 
ter hearing him, came ; and finding him in that manner> 
tooke hold of the other end of the pudding, and led 
him to the hall, and shewed him to all the schollers^ 
saying : see here my good friends and fellow students 
what a devout man my servant Miles is, he loveth not 
to break a fast day, witnesse this pudding that his con- 
science will not let him swallow : I will have him to be 
an example for you all, then tyed hee him to a window 
by the end of the pudding, where poore Miles stood like 
a beare tyed by the nose to a stake, and indured many 
floutes and mockes : at night his maister released him 
from his penance ; Miles was glad of it, and did vow 
never to breake more fast dayes whilst that he lived. 

How Fryer Bacon saved a Gentleman that had given 

himselfe to the Devill. 

In Oxfordshire there lived a gentleman, that had through 
his riotous expences wasted a faire inheritance that was 
left him by his father : after which hee grew so poore, 
that he had not wherwith to buy himselfe so much 
bread as would mainteine his miserable life : the me- 
mory of his former state that hee had lived in^ and the 



pment want ihat he now sustajned, made him to grow 
desperate and rc^ardleasc both of his soulc and bodies 
estate : which gave the devlll occasion to worke Upon 
his ireaknesse in tbix nianer following. 

On a time, hee being alone full of griefe and cur, 
(griefe for hi3 folies paat, and care Uow to get a poore 
living for the rEinuirder of his daycs) the Devill came 
to him and asked him what hee wanted <hee came not 
in a ahape terrible, but like an oid penny-father.) This 
gentleman was amazed at his sodaiae presence, but 
hearing him demand of his wants, hee tooke to him cou- 
rage and said : I want all things, T want money to bay 
my apparell, money to buy mee meal, money to redceme 
my land and money to pay my debts: can or will you 
heipe mee in this misery } I ivill ansivercd the Devill, 
on some conditions helpe you to money for to supply all 
these wants and that sodainly. On any condition, aaid 
the Gentleman, helpe mee, and I sweare for to per- 
forme them -. I take no oaihes (answered the Devill) I 
must have bonds, if you will doe so, meet mee by the 
woods side to morrow morning, and there 1 will have 
tlie moneys ready: I will said the gentleman (for hee 
poore man was glad of it on any conditions, as he said 
before-) The neit day hee went to the wood where the 
iDevill had promised to meet him : long had he not been 
tHere, but he beheld the Devil comming, and after liim 
two other like servingmcn with bagges of money : this 
reioyced the poore gentlemans heart to tbinke that hee 
should once again live like a tiian. The Devill comming 



^ 




B TBI FAHOCS mSTOIIT 

•• Vm hU ; Mnte I will peribnae tny promiie a 
if Am fan will fcale lo llw condilioDa that I have ben ^ 
■IhmIj iti»»ii wQlia^T **i^ '^ S^'>''^i'>'o- I ^1> I J 
pn^ nai ifcca. Tk DerDE read them to this effect : lli>t:l 
he kai In •• maA moner u he ihoold liare need of) ,1 
luh i»pl»yrilw tWirniin fnllnniin): Pint, to redeem^ I 
next to p*T hb debts: lutly, ttl 
at hee wanted: 
IcM M lUa eonditjon, that *o looiie aa he had paid aH 1 
Mrt*, (Iwt be ahould be at the leaden disposiaf^, and bit 
witbOBt an; delar, freelf to f eeld himjelfe to him upon 
the Gnt demand of tltf aroreiaid lender. To this the 
gCDtl^man lealel, and had the moDey carried t 
damlwr, with which money hee tn thort time redeemed i 
kii laod, and bought ench thing's aa he needed, and like- I 

^ payed all his debts, so that there was not uiy a 
that could aike him one penny. 

Thni lired IbU t^tleman once againein great eredi^ I 
and gifw to fTVat a hashand that he incretued hii I 
estate, and was richer then ever his father before him 4 
WM : trvl long did this joy of bis not continue, for one I 
day bee beeiog in bis studie ^the Detil appeared unto 1 
lum, and did tell him that now bis land was redeemed, 
tnd his debts paid, and therefore the tinie was cot 
that hee must yeeld himselfc to his mercy, as hee w 
bound by bond- This troubled the gentleman to beui 

I thinkc bo>T that he must become a slave tO | 
s stranger ibat hee did not know (for hee knew not ai 
yet that he iVBS the Derill) but beinR urged lo answer for 1 



himadfe (by the devill) hee said that hee bad not as 
yet paid all his deh[», and therefore aa yet hee was not 
jiable to the bonds slrait conditions. At this the Devill 
seemed angry and \vith a fearefull noyae Iransffonned 
himselfe to an ugly ghope, saying, alas poore wretch, 
these are poore excuses that thou Frameat, I know them 
all to be false, and so will prove ihem to thy face to 
morrow morning, till when I leave thee to despaire ; So 
with great noyse he went hia way, leaving the gentleman 
halfe dead witli fcare. 

When he waa gone, the gentleman reviving be- 
thought himselfe in what a miserable atate he was notv 
in, then wished he that he liad lived and died poorely, 
then cursed he all his ambitious thoughts, that led Jilm 
first to desire againe that wealth which he had so vainly 
by his riot lost : then would hee curse hia prodigall 
expences that were the original! of all his misery : 
thus ivas he tormented a long time in hia minde, at laaC 
he fully resolved to end his wretched life by gome violent 
death, and to that end he ivent forth thinking to kiU 
Mmselfe, which he had done, had it not beene for the 
Fryer: for as he was falling upon hia sword. Fryer 
Bacon came by and called to him to hold, which he did. 
Fryer Bacon demanded of him the cauae why he was bo 
desperate that he would run headlong to hell f sir. 
Mid he, the cause is great, and the relation is so terrible 
10 me, that I would iiitreat you not to trouble me any 
more, but to leaye roe to my owne will : his answer 
filled the Fryer with amazement and pitty both at once. 
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t» aimilvr f«uaest smKf% kt boc toot wiUol- 
ake s««T frioB Ti« ^hu beaeit wkick Toa may 
Vt k : fittlj ddeiee ywbt selfe (.1 pny yoa) 
>£»t Bflt Vit I ihall ghe fo«r trooUed^ 
Fax^KT sui tbis Geatlanaa) I ksow 
aB t^at jv^ kare fpok«B is trnli, aad I h»re sany 
r ect i Tgd comfort froai dw MOtker char^ (I dare 
IT our, fSsr I fexn iktr. «kee viD Bcver remwe om 
fer a ckiide> I kare bo part ia her beaefictioB, jet since 
3NM reqoest to eamest^r the casK, I will tril 3^00^ lieare 
ll sad tremble. Know tlieii that I hurt (^iveii my teUiB 
to tke Devill for a little weahh, and ke to montMr ia tius 
wood most hare me : now kafe ytm mj griefe, bat I 
know not kow to ^t comfort. This b stFaane (quoth 
Fryer Bacon, ^ yet be of good comfort, penitentiall teares 
may doe much, which see yon doe not spare ; scone I 
will risit you at your house, and ^ve you that comfort 
(I hope) that will b^rct you a^aine to goodnesse: the 
Gentleman with these words was somewhat comforted 
and returned home. At night Fryer Bacon came to 
him, and found him full of teares for his kaj^noua of- 
fences, for these teares he gave him hope of pardon, 
demanded further what conditions hee had made with 
the Devill ; the gentleman told him^ how that ke had 



promiaed himselfe to him bo saoae as hee had pnld all 
his debts ; which he now had done, for he owed not one 
pen^ lo any man living. Well said Fryer Bacon, conti- 
nue thy sorrow for thy sinnea, and to morrow meete hinl 
without feare, and he thou content to stand to the next 
m&ns iudgemeot thatahnll come that wa.y, whether thou 
doest belong lo the Devill or no ; feare not, but do so;, 
aud be ihou assured that I will be he that shall come 
by, and will give such judgment on thy side, that thon 
ahalt bee free from him: with that Fryer Bacon went 
home, and the gentleman went to his prayers. 

In the morning the ^otleman (after that hee had 
blessed himselfe) went to the wood where he found the 
Devill ready for him, so soone a.3 he <:ame neere, the 
De¥ill said, now deceiver are you come, now shall thou 
see that I can and tvill prove that thou hast paid all thy 
debts, aud therefore thy soule belongeth to me. Thou 
art a deceiver (said the gentleman) and gavestme money 
to cheat me of my soule, for else why wilt thou he thy 
own judge: let me have aome other to iudge between ns. 
Content said the Devill, take whom thou wilt; then I 
will have (said the gentleman) the nest man that com- 
meth this way : hereto the DeviU agreed. No sooner 
were these words euded, but Fryer Bacon came by, to 
whom this gentleman speake, and requested, that he 
would be iudge in a waighty matter hetiveene them two : 
the Fryer said, he was content, so both parties were 
agreed : the Devill said they were, and told FryerBacou 
bSV ttie case stood between them iu this manner. 




^ 



■mm : hK fax all mt (lyeitsg I* the godenan)' 
llH*i iiL uygtgwgifcePcTfflTBfhifwybw*^ I 
MV M^wic Idh My attwa ; Bcrarhad keaay Ilmgaf I 

Ian MyOiaif af ifcn m4 tkM ait free; deceiver ef ] 
—tkl. mM W Cipcakiv to Oe Derill) h ww thy j 
taifiia*, acMs w M t MI t wiik Ua M long u hce H 
iaiebiBlM lay, ■owkowciBst tkevdcnuutd of UniDr I 
lUv. «beB W M ie^ekicd &r kO that kee hMh U tbec, | 
•Im We pnnk >fac ih; mim e j, Iben Uke Urn u th; ' 
^■e i tin thea tkna Iwt ■iiltiin to doe with him : «nd 
■I 1 ihMji 1*11 III 1 1 t"" AiAIi, tbcDenll TaDiated 
wkh gnat lMR«r, bat FWer Bacon comfoned the fen- 
lIcaBB, m4 actt Ub hoaM iritfa a qiuet consdence 
UUaff k^ Benr to pay the DttSi mootj backe as he _ 
Itatkci Ui «w»e nfeif: which he promiied 4 



lluvr Fryer Bacon made a Brasen bead lu spcake, by the 
wbicb bee would have tvailed England about witb 
Brasse. 
Frver Daeon reading one day of the many conquests of 
Eogland, betliougbt himflelie bow be mig'ht keepe it 
hereafter froin tbe lilie coDquesis, and so make himaelfe 
famous hereafter to all posterities. This <after great 
Bludy) bee found could be no way so well done as one ; 
which was to make a bead of brasse, and if he could 
make tbh bead lo speakc {and beare it when it epeakes) 
tben mi;;:bt bee be able to wall all England about with 
brasse. To this purpose bee got one Fryer Bungey 
to assist him, who ^vas a great scboller and a magician, 
(but not to bee cocnpared lo Fryer Bacon) these two 
with great study and paines so framed a bead of brasae, 
that in tbe inward parts (hereof there was all thinira like 
as in a naturall mans bead ; this bein^ done, tbey were 
as farre from perfection of tbe ivorke as tbey were 
'before, for ibey knew not how to give llioae parts that 
they had made motion, without which it ivas impossible 
that it should speake : many bookes they read, hut yet 
could not iinde out any hope of what tbey sought, that 
at the last they concluded to raise a spirit, and lo know 
of him that which tbey could not attaine lo by their 
owue studies. To do tliis they prepared all things ready 
and went one evening to a wood thereby, and after 
many ceremonies used, they spake tbe words of coniura- 
cion, which the Deviil stralglit obeyed and appeared 



^■V Am, mU^ vhu Aq> woold ? toow, »id Pttct 
•mm Am «M Wk aade n MlUriaU he*] of brassci 
■Kik «c Willi ban to ipeake, m ihc forthem 
■Mtfc SCE k*TC ni*e4 d»ee, uid being raised, vrt 
tm htepc (hee, vnlesie duia t«U to na tkc wn 
mamma W« Is m^r tlii* he*d to tpeake. The Oerill 
UU kte Aal he k*d bM ibu pover of faimselfe: 
ftaKTif l^<i»d Fryer BacQD) I know that thon doit 
4bM«Ue. ■■4 iherefore lell ii u« quicUr, or else 
i^kocUdrf tkeMKUBioe during our pleuures. At 
Atm du«*Uiigt the De*iU cooBCDled to doe il 
mU Aei, ihMt (rith • GOBtinueJ fame of the six hateU 
•iMfIc* k ■baaM have raotioD, mad in one month tpK« 
ipcak, the Tiaie of the moiicth or day hee knew noli 
■ko bee uU them, that if they heani it not before it 
had doac (peaking, all their lahour should be lost : thej 
beiBK ntiified, licenced the spirit for to depart. 

Thes neat tbcK tiro learned fryers faooie a);aiDe, and 
pRpared the sicD)>les ready, and mide the fame, 
with raotiiiiiall watching attended irhen ihisBrasen head 
wosld speake: thus watched they for three weeker 
withoBI any rest, so that tfaev were to n-eary and gleepy, 
that they could not any loager refratne from rest : then 
called Fryer Bacon hi« man Miles, and told him, that it 
WBi not unknown to him what paioefi Fryer Bungy and 
bimeelfe had taken for three weekes space, onely 
make, and la heare the Brasen-head speake, which if 
they did not, then had ihey lost all tbeir labour, and all 
Enflaud had a great lossc thereby : therefore hee in- 



treated Miles that lie would watch whilst that they 
slept, and call them if the head tpeake. Feare not, 
Ijood master (sMd Miles) I will not sleepe, but barken 
and attend upon the head, and if it doe chance to 
speake, I will call you : therefore I pray take yoii both 
your rests and let inee alone for watching this head. 
After Fryer Bacon had given him a great charge the 
second ticne : Fryer Bungy and Le went to sleepe, and 
Miles, oluDC to watcli the brascn head ; Miles, to keepe 
him from sleeping, got a tabor and pipe, and being' 
merry disposed, sung this song to a NoTthren time: 



P 



! eheekcB of scarlet die t 
breed my delighl, 
len that 1 ligge her by. 



Though vcrlue 1 
yet He thuae 

with that 1 ta 
The fcira is oft i 



blacke is often proud, 
le fidlet scrape Ihy crowd. 
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Cwatt idler Knpe thy crowd, 

tot Vtggit the browne is she. 
Hut be mj Bride, God guide 

tlat Peggie and I agree. 

Wiik hit owne mosicke tad such soDgs as these 
spent he his time, and kept from sleepily; at last; After 
some aoTse the head spake these two words, timb is. 
Miles hearia)!^ it to speake no more, thought his master 
would be angry if hee waked him for that, and ther&> 
Iwe he let them both sleepe, and began to mocke the 
head in this manner: Thoa brazen-foced head, hath 
my master tooke all this paines aboat thee, and now dost 
thoo requite him with two words, timb is: had hee 
watdied with a lawyer so long as he hath watched with 
thee, he would hate given him more, and better words 
then thou hast yet, if thou canst speake no wiser, they 
shal sleepe till doomes day for me : timk is : I know 
TIME is, and that you shall heare good man Brazen face. 



TO THE TUNE OF DAINTIE COME THOU TO ME. 

Time is for Mine to plant, 
Time is for some to sowe; 
Time is for some to graft 
The home as some doe know. 

Time is for some to eate, 
Time is for some to sleepe, 
Time is for some to laugh. 
Time is for some to weepe. 



That have drunke all Hie 



ia for iniicli n 



Do you tell us tropper'Doae, when TinrE is, I hope we 
Schollers know our times, wlien to drioke drunke, when 
to kisBe our liosCes, when to goc on her score, and when 
to pay it, that time cornea seldome. After halfe an 
hourehotl passed, the head did epeake ag'ainc,two words. 
whiuli were these; time was. Miles respected these 
words aa little aa he did the former, and would not wake 
them, but etill acoffed at the hrazeu head, that it had 
learned no better words, and have such a tutor as his 
master: and in seorue of it iang this ioag. 



Time was nhen Ihou a kettle 
wert fiU'd with better mailer 

But Fryer Bacoa ^id rhee apoj 
when he thy sides did bnllei 

Time was when conscienre dw 



n Lawyers did not ibrive, 





Tuu WAS : I kMMT ikat braat»4iee, wHkomt ybinr 
tdlui^^IlnofvrTiBe ivM^MidlkMirwIuit tbinf^tkefe 
wlieii Time was, wad if fMitpoike no wiser, no 

Iter shall be waked for race: TiMififfles talked and 
§mttg till anotkerkalfe hoare wnt gamt, then the hraien 
head spake again diese words ; Time b past : and there 
with fell downe, and presently followed a tenAlenoyse,' 
with strange flashes of fire, so that Miles washalfe 
dead with feare : at this ooyse the two Fryers awaked, 
and wondred to see the whole roome Ibo fall of smoake/ 
bat that being Taaished they might perceive the brazen 
head broken and lying on the ground : at this sight they 
grieved, and called Miles to know how this came. Miles 
halfe dead with feare, said that it fell downe of itselfe, 
and that with the noyse and fire that followed he was 
almost frighted out of his wits : Fryer Bacon asked him 
if hee did not speake ? yes (quoth Miles^ it spake, but 
to no purpose. He have a parret speake better in that 
time that yon have been teaching this brazen head. 
Out on thee villaine (said Fryer Baaon) thon bast unr 




done ns both, hadst thou but called u3 when it did 
tipetklte, all England had been wulled round about ivith 
brBBse, to ita glnry, and our eternal fames : wliat ivere 
the wordes it spake: very few (said Mile8)and llioseivere 
none of the tviacst that 1 have beard neitiierj first he 
aaid, TIME IS. Hadat thou call'd us then {said Fryer 
Bacon) we had been made for ever ; then (said Miles) ' 
half an hour after it apake againe and said, time was' 
And wouldat thou not call us then (said Bungey?) 
Alas (aaid niilee) I thought he would have told me aome 
long talc, and then I purposed to have called you : then 
half an houra after he cried, time is past, and made 
such a noyse, that hee hath waked you himselfe mee 
thinkes. At ihia Fryer Bacon was in such a rage that 
hee would have beaten his man, but he was restrained by 
Bungey : hut nevenlielesse for his puDiahment, he with 
his art struck him dunibe for one whole months space: 
Thus the g'rcate worke of these learned Frycra was over- 
thrown (to their great griefes] by this simple fellow. 

How Fryer Bacon by his art took a tovnie, when the 
King had lyen before it three months, without doinjf 
to it any hurt. 
In those times when Fryer Bacon did all hie atraoge 
trickes, the kings of England had a great part of France, 
which they held a long time, till civill warrea at home 
in thia land made them to lose it : it did chanue that the 
King of England (for some cause beat knowne to hlm- 
aelfe) went into France with a great arcnie, where after 
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men to nrne in them, as great ships to brooke the sea, 
only with one man to sleere them, and tbey aliall aayle 
far more swiftly than if Ihey were full of men ; also 
chariots (hat shall [Hove with an tinspcakable force, 
without any liviiii; creature to stirre them. Likewise, 
an instrument may be made to fly withall, if one sit in 
the midst of the instrument, and doe tume an enginei 
by which the wings being artificially composed, may beat 
ayre after the manner of a flying bird. By an instrument 
of three fingers high, and three fingers broad, a man 
may rid himself and others from all imprisonment : yen, 
such an iustniment may easily be made, whereby a man 
may violently draw unto him a thousand men, will they, 
nill they, or any other thinj;. By art also an instrument 
may bee made, where with men may walke in the bol- 
tome (if the sea or rivers without bodily danger : this 
Alexander the Great used (as the ethnick philosopher 
Teportelh) to the end he might behold the secrets of the 
seas. But physical! figurations are farre more siraiige : 
for by tliat may be framed perspects and looking- 
glasses, that one thing shall appeare to be many, as one 
man shall appeare to be a whole army, and one 
eunne or moone shall seem stivers. Also perspects 
may be so framed, that things forre off shall seem moat 
nigh unto us : mih one of these did lulius Caesar from 
the sea coasts in France marke and observe the situa- 
tion of the castles in England. Bodies may also be so 
framed that the greatest things shall appeare to be the 
least, the highest lowest, the most secret tu bee the 
most mauifeet, and in such like aotl the contrary. Thua 



did Socntei p«rceive, that the dtafon which did dntroy 
ihe ciiie lod counirey adioyning', with his naisome 
breath, and t-'onta^'ous ioflupnce, ilid lurke in the deonei 
between the mouotaines : and thus may all thin^rj that 
are done in cities or anniea be diacorered by the eDO> 
mieB. Ag-aine, in such wise may bodies be framed, that 
veneiDOUt and inrectiout influences may be broaghl 
nhither a man will . in Ibis did Aristotle instruct Alex- 
ander; through whieh instruction the poysou of ■ 
basiliske, being lift up upon the wall of a citie, tho 
poison was conrayd into the citie, to the destraction 
thereof . atao perspects may be made to deceive 
sight, as ti> nahe a mao beleeve that bee seelh great 
■tore of riches, when that there it not any. But it ap. 
pertaincth to a hij^her puwer of fifturatlon, that beami 
should be brought and assembled by divers flexions t 
reflexions in any distance that we will, to hanieany 
thfng that Is opposite uuto it, bb it is witnessed by thotc 
perapccia or glasses that burnc before and behiodei 
but the greatest and chiefest of all hgnrationg and thing! 
figured, is to desFribe the heavenly bodies, according to 
llieir length and breadth in a corporall figure, wherris 
they may corporally move with a diuly motion. ThBK 
things are wortli a kingdom to a wise man. Thene 
nay sufGse, my royall lord, to shew what art can doe : 
and these, i>ith luuny things ir.ore, as strange, I am able 
by art to performe. Then take no thought for trinnin; 
this towne, for by my art you shall (ere many dayea be 
past) have your dcairc. 
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The kin^ &tl this while heard him ivith admiration t 
but hearing hini now, that hee would undertaltB to win 
the towne, hee burst out in these speeches : most learned 
Bacon, doe but what thou hast a^d, and I will give thee 
what thou tD09t deairest, either wealth, or honour, 
chooee which thou wile, and I will be as ready to per- 
fonne, as 1 have been to promise. 

Your raaiesties love ia all that I seeke (said the fr^er) 
let mee have that, and I have honour enough, for 
wealth, 1 have content, the wise should seek no more : 
but to the purpose. Let your pioniers raij^e up a mount 
so higli, (or rather higher) than the wall, and then shall 
you see some probability of that which 1 have promised. 

This mount in two days was raised : then Fryer 
BacOD ivent with the king to Ihe top of it, and did witU 
a perspect !ihew to him the towne, aa plainly as if hee 
had beene in it : at this the king did wonder, but Fryer 
Baeon told him, that he fhould wonder more, ere next 
day noone : against which lime, he desired Lim to hare 
his ivhole army in readinesse, for to ecale the wall upon 
a signal given by him, from the mount. This the king 
promised to doe, and so returned to his tent full of joyV 
that he should gain this strong towne. In the morning 
Fryer Bacon went up to the mount and set his glaflieB, 
and other in^tntmenta up : in the meaiie time the kin^ 
ordered his army, and stood in a readinesse for to give 
the assaults : when the signal was given, which was the 
waving of a flagge : ere nine of the clocke Fryer Bacon 
iiad burnt the State-house of the lowne, with other" 



koiUM only tiy hia matheinaltcatl (^loiees, wliicb i 
the whole Inwne in s.a uprore, for none did know how it 
came t whileat that they were queDchiDK of the e&me 
Fryer Bacon did wave hi» fiugee : upon which ti^nall 
g;iven, the kini( set upon ike lowoe, and looke it 
little or no resiaianoe. Thus through the art of thii 
learned man the kin^ f|;ot this stron;^ towne, which bee 
could not doe mth all his men nithout Fryer Bbcodi 
helpe. 

How Fryer Dacoo over-caine the Gennan coniuret Van- 
dermast, and mode a spirit of bis owne carry him 
into Germany. 
Thh king of Eiif^and after hee had taken the tomt 
shewed ^reat mercy to the inhabitants, ^icioff some of 
them their livea freely, and others he set at liberty for 
their icuhl ■ the toivne hec kept aa his owne, and swore 
the chiefe citizens to be hia true aubiects. Presentlf 
after the king of France sent au ainbassadour to the 
king of England for to iiitreat a peace betweene tlieiu. 
Tbi« ambaaaadour beia^ come to the kint(, he feasted 
him (as it is the manner of princes to doe) and with the 
best sports as be had then, tvelcomed him. The ambas- 
aadour aecing the hiog of England so free in his love, 
desired likewise to ^ive him some taate of hia good 
liking, and to that intent sent for one of his fellowes 
(heing a Germane, and named Vandermasl) a famous 
coniiirer, ivho being' come, hee told the king, that since 
his grace had been so bountiful in his love to him, he 



Vonld sbew him (\>y a servant ,of Ma) such (vonderfuU 
things that his grace bad never eeene the like before. 
The kin^ detnaunded of him of what nature those things 
were that hee would doe : the ambassadour answered 
that they were things done by the art of raagicke. The 
king' hearing of this, eent straight for Fryer Bacon, who 
presently carne, and brought Fryer Bungey with him. 

When the banquet was done, Vanderniaat diil aike 
the king, if he desired to see the spirit of any man de- 
ceased : and if that hee did, bee would raise him in sach 
manner and fashion as he was in when that he lived. 
The king told him, that above all men be desired tu aee 
Pompey the Great, who could abide no eijuall. Vander- 
mast by hia art raised hira, armed in such manner as hee 
was when be was slaine at the batlell of Pharealia ; at 
this they were all highly contented, Fryer Bacon pre- 
sently raised the ghost oflulius Csesar, who could abide 
no superionr, and bad slaine this Pompey at (be bnttell 
of Pharsalia: at the sight of hi-ri they were all amased, 
but the kinjr who sent for Bacon ; aad Vandermast said 
that there was some man of art in that presence, whom 
he desired to see. Fryer Bacon then shewed himaclfe, 
sayittgi it was 1 Vaadermast, that raised Cssar, partly 
to give content to this royall preseuee, but chiefely for 
to conquer thy Pompey, as be did once before, at that 
great batlell of Pharsalia, which he now againe shall 
doe. Then presently began a hght between Cssar and 
Pompey, which continued a good space, to the content 
of all, eiicept Vandermaat. At last Pompey was over- 
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cone and ilaine by Catsar^ then viuiished they botft 
•war. 

My lord ambaasaduur (Kald the kinj;) me tluuka that 
my EDKlishman haa put dotvo your Gei maa : hatk he no 
better cuDnini; than this t Yet, answered Vandermaal, 
your grace ahull see me put dowoe your Engliabman 
ere that you goe from hence ; and therefore Fryer pre- 
pare thy sclfe with thy best of art to \nthatai)d in 
Alas, eaid Fryer Bacun, it is a little thing vrill serve i 
resist thee iu this kind. J have here one that ia my li 
ferior (shewing hiio Fryer Bungey) try thy art with him; 
and if thou due put him tu the worst, then will I deale 
with thee, and not till then. 

Fryer Bungey then began to shew his art : and after 
some turning and looking in his booke, he brought up 
among them the Hysperian Tree, which did beare golden 
apples : these apples were kept by a waking dragon, 
that lay under the tree: He having (lone this, bid VaQ> 
dcrmast finde one that durst gather the fruit. Then 
Vandermast did raise the ghost uf Hercules iu his habit 
that he tvore when that he was living, and with his ulub 
on his shoulder : Here is one, said Vandermast, that 
shall gather frmt from this tree: this is H ere- ules, that 
in his life time gathered of this fruit, aud made the 
dragon crouch : aud now againe shall bee gather it in 
spight of all opposition. As Hercules was going to 
plueke the fruit, fryer Bacun held up his waud, U which 
Hercules stayed and seemed fearful. Vandermast bid 
Lim for to gather of the fruit, or else he would torment 



ham. Herculea tvas more fearful), and said, I catntot, 
nor I dare not : for great Bacon stands, whose charmt 
are farre more powerfull than tbine, I muu obey him 
VandermasC. Hereat Vandermost curst Hercules, and 
threatned him ' But I'ryer Bacon lauglied, and bid not 
to chafe himself ere that his journey was ended; Ear 
seeing (said he) that Heresies will doe nothing at your 
command, I will have hira doe you some service at 
mine : with that he bid Hercules ca^ry him home into 
Germany. The Devill obeyed him, and tooke Vwider- 
inast on his hucke, and ivent away with hioi in all their 
sights. Hold Fryer, cried tlie ainbassadour, I will not 
loose Vandcrma^t fur half my land. Content yourself 
my lord, answered Fryer Bacon, I have but sent him 
home to see his wife, and ere long he may returns. The 
king of England thanked Fryer Bacon, and forced some 
gifts on him fur hiii service that he had done for him : 
for Fryer Bacon did so little respect money, that he 
never would lake any of the king. 

How Fryer Bacon through his wisdom saved the en- 
dangered lives of three Brethren. 
Thk peace being eoncluded hetweene the King of Eng- 
land and the King of France, the King of England 
came againe into his country of England, where he wbo 
received very ioyfully of all hia subjects ; But in bis ab- 
sence had happened a discord betvi'eene three brethren, 
the like hath not lieene often heard. This it tvas: A 
rich gentleman of England dyed, and left behind him 



three soDOei. Now for some reasun (wblcU was best 
koowD to himaelfe) he appointed noae of Ibem by Dams 
to be bU lieyre, but spake to tliuia all after tbie maoner : 
You are oil my soiiDes, and 1 love yuu all as a father 
■bould doe, all alike, not one better than the other : and 
cauiic I would alwayea doe rightly so neerc u I (."a 
I leave all my land» and fsooda to him that Iovcb n 
best : Tbcse were his last words that he spake con- 
ceininif any worldly affaires. 

After he was dead and buried, there arose a. ^reat 
coQtroversie betwixt thcin, who should inherit their 
fathers goods and lands, crery one pleading for bimselTe, 
how that be loved bis father best. All the cuDOin)^ 
lawyers of the kiiigdome could Bay Dothing to the 
purpose, L-oncerning this caae, so that they were ioforced 
to begge of the kins' ^ ^ranC for a combat : tor they 
would not share the lands and goods amon"' Ibem, but 
every one desired all or else nothing. '1 be kinj; seeing 
no other way to end this coulroversie, granted a combat : 
the two eldest being to figbt brat, and the congueronr to 
fight with the youngest, and the surviver of ibem wi 
have the land. 

The day being come that was set for these c 
bttants, they all came in armed for the fight. FViar 
Bacon being there present, and seeing such three luaiie ' 
young men like to perish, and lliat by their owne desh 
and bloode, grieved very much, and went to the king 
desiring his inaiestie that he would slay the fight, and 
he would Unde a mennes without any bloodshed to end 



the matter : the kiog was very glad hereof, and caused the 
combatants to be broug-bt before liim, to wliom he said: 
gentlemen, to save the Idood of you all, I have found a 
way, and yet the coQtroveraie shall be ended that is now 
among^i you : Are you eontealed to stand lo hia iudff- 
roent that I shall appoint : they all answered, that they 
were. Then were they bid to returne three days after. 
In that time Fryer Bacon had caused the body of their 
deceased father to he taken out of the ground, and 
brought to the court ; the body hee did cause to he 
bound to a stake, naked to the middle upwards and 
likewise prepared three howes and shafts for the three 
brethren: all these kept hee secretly. 

The third day being come, came these three brethren, 
to whom Fryer Bacon in the presence of the king ga?e 
the three bowes and shafts, saying, be not offended at 
nhat I hare done, there is no other vvay but this to judge 
your cause ; Sec here is the body of your dead fiither, 
shoot at him, for he that comeCh nearest to his heart, 
shall have all the lands and goods. 

The two eldest prepared themselves, and shot at liim, 
and stucke their orrowes in his breast. Then bid they 
the youngest to shoot : but he refused it, saying, I will 
rather loose all, then wound that body that I so loved 
living : Had you ever had but halfe that love (iu you) to 
him that I have, you would rather have had your own 
bodies mangled, than to suffer his lifelesse corps thus lo 
be used ; nay, you doe not onely suffer it, but you are 
the actors of this net of shame' and speaking this, he 
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Fryer Bacon seeing this, did give the iudgement oa 
lus side, for he loved his father best, and therefore had 
all his lands and goods : the other two brothers went 
away with shame for what they had done. This deed of 
Fryer Bacons was highly commended of all men : for he 
did not onely give true judgement, but also saved much 
blood that would have beene shed, had they beene 
suffered to have fought. 

How Fryer Bacon served the Theeves that robbed him, 
and of the sport that his man Miles had with them. 

It was reported about the countrey how that the king 
had given Fryer Bacon great store of treasure. The 
report of this wealth made three theeves plot to rob 
Fryer Bacons house, which they put in practise one 
evening in this fashion. They knockt at the doore and 
were let in l)y Miles : No sooner were they in, but they 
took hold of him, and led him into the house, and find- 
ing Fryer Bacon there, they told him that they came for 
some money, which they must and would have'ere they 
departed from thence. He told them, that he was but 
ill stored with money at that time, and therefore desired 
them to forbeare him till some other time. They an- 
swered him againe,that they knew that hee had enough, 
and therefore it was but folly to delay them, but stnught 
let them have it by faire meanes, or else they would use 
that extremitie to him that hee would. bee loth to suffer. 
Hee seeing them so resolute, told them that they should 
have all that hee had, and gave to them one hundred 
pounds a man. Herewith they seemed content, and 



would have gone their wayea. Nay, said Fryer Baton, 
I pray gentlemen at ray request tarry a little, and heare 
Bome of iDy mans musieke : you are byred reasonable 
well already, I hope in courtesie you will not deny mee 
80 small a request. Tbat will wee not, (aaid ibey all.) 

Miles thought now to have some apart with them, 
which hee bad, and therefore plaid luatily on his tabor 
and pipe •■ so soone aa they heard him play (a^inst 
their wills) they fell a dauncing, and that after such a 
laborious manner, that they quicrkly wearied themselves 
(for they had all that while the bagg^ of money io 
their hands.) Yet had Fryer Bacon not revenge enough 
of them, but bid his man Miles leave them some larger 
measure as hee thought fitting, which Miles did. Milea 
Btr^ght ledde them out of the houae into the fields, 
they followed him, dauncing after a wilde anticke man- 
ner : then led hee them over a broad dike full of water, 
and they followed him scill, but not so good away as he 
went (for he went over the bridge, but they by reason 
of their dauncing, could uot keepe the bridge, hut fell 
off, and dauncing through the wuter) then led hee them 
through a way where a horse might very well have been 
up to the belly: they followed him, and were so durtie, 
as though they had wallowed in the myre like swine : 
sometime gave hee them rest onety to laugh at them : 
then were they so sleepie when hee did not play, that 
they fell to the ground. Then on the sudden ivould hee 
play againc, and make them a tart np and follow him. 
Thus kept hee them the better part of the night. At 
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last hee in pittie left playing, and let them rest. They 
being asleepe on the bare ground he tooke their money 
from ikem, and gave them this song for their fttreweB, 
lo the tune of, " Oh doe me no harme good man.^ 



You roaring boyesi and sturdy theeves, 

yon pimpesi and aples squires : 
Lament the case of these poor knaves, 

and warme them by your fires. 

They snorting lye like hogs in stie, 

but hardly are so warme : 
If an that cheat, such hap shodld meet, 

to true men 'twere no harme. 

They money had, which made them glad, 

their ioy did not indure : 
Were all theeves serv'd as these have beene, 

I thinke there would bee fewer. 

When that they wake, their hearts will ake, 

to thinke upon their lo^se : 
And though the gallows they escape, 

they goe by weeping crosse. 

Your trulls expect your comming home 

with full and heavy purse : 
When that th^y see ds nothing so, 

oh how they'le rayle and curse. 
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Which makes a many knaves be choakt, 
for bidding Irue men stand. 

Tliey were scarce anything Ihe belter for thia aong, 
for they slept all the while: so Miles left them at their 
rest ; but they had small cauae to sleeps »ft soundly as 
they did, for they were more wetc Ihaa ere lyas scold 
with cucking. Uliles gave his master his money againe, 
and tcJii the atory of their merry pilgrimage : he laughed 
at it, and wisht all meu had the like power tg serve all 
such knaves in the like kind. The theevea waking in the 
utoruing and missing their iiiooey, and seeing themselves 
in that plight, thought that they htd been served so by 
some divine power, for robbing' a ehurch-uian, and 
therefore they sivore one to the other, never to meddle 
with any churchman ogainc. 

How Vandermast, ibr the disgrace that he had received 

by Fryer Bacon sent a sauldi^r la kill him; and bow 

fryer Bacon escaped killing, and turned the aculdier 

from an Atheist to he agood Christian* 

FftYEH Biicou Ejtliiig one day in his study, looked over 

all the dangei^ that were to happen to him that moneth, 

there found he, that in Ihe second weeke of the moneth 

between sunne rising and setting, there was a great 

danger to fall on him, wliieh would without great rare 

of prevention take aivny his life. This danger which he 
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did foresee, was caused by the Germane coniorer Van- 
dermast, for he vowed a revenge for the dis^prace that he 
had received. To execute the same, hee hjrred a Walloon 
souldier, and gave him one hondred crownes to do the 
same, fifty beforehand, and fifty when hee had killed 
him. 

Fryer Bacon, to save himselfe from this danger that 

was like to happen to him vrould alwayes when that he 

read, hold a ball of brasse in his hand, and under that 

ball would hee set a bason of brasse, that if hee did 

chance to sleepe in his reading, the fall of the ball oat 

of his hand into the bason, might wake him. Being one 

day in his study in this manner, and asleepe, the Walloon 

souldier was got in to him, and had drawne his sword to 

kill him : but as hee was ready for to strike, downe fell 

the ball out of Fryer Bacon's hand, and waked him. 

Hee seeing the souldier stand there with a sword drawne, 

asked him what hee was ? and wherefore hee came there 

in that manner? The souldier boldly answered him 

thus : I am a Walloon, and a souldier, and more then 

this, a villaine : I am come hither, because I was sent ; 

I was sent, because I was hyred : I vi'as hyred, because I 

durst do it : the thing 1 should doe, is not done : the 

thing to be done, is to kill thee : thus have you heard 

what I am and why I came. Fryer Bacon wondered at 

this man's resolution; then asked hee of him, who set 

him on worke to bee a murderer? Hee boldly told him, 

Vandermast the Germane coniurer : Fryer Bacon then 

asked him what religion he was of? He answered, of 
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that which many doe profease, the chief prineiplea of 
which were the^c : to ^oe to an ale-house, and to a 
chnrth with one devotion, to aliateine from evil for want 
of action, aad to doe good against their wills, it ia a 
good profession foraderil (aaid Fryer Bacon) Doeat 
thou believe liell ) I believe no such thing, answered 
the souldier. Then will I shew thee the contrary, said 
the Fryer : and presently raided the ghost of lulian the 
Apostate, who came up with Iiia body burning, and ao 
full of wounds, that it almost did affright the souldier 
out of his wits. Then Bacon did command this ttpirit 
to apeake, and to shew what hee was, and wherefore hee 
was ihua tormented 1 Tben apake bee lo it in thia man- 
ner - I sometimes was a Roman Emperour : some count 
greatnesse a happinesse -. I bad happinesse beyond my 
empire, bad I kept that, I bad becne a happy man : wonld 
1 had lost my empire when 1 lost that. I was a Chris- 
tian, that was my happiness r but my selfe love and pride 
made me to fall from it ; for which 1 now am punished 
with never ceaaing torments, which I must still endure ; 
the like which I enioy is now prepared for unbeleeving 
wretches like myself, so vanished he away. 

All this while the souldier stood iguaking, and sweat 
as he had felt the torments himsetfe ; and falling downe 
ou his knees desired Fryer Bacon to instruct him in a 
better course of life, then he bad yet gone in. Fryer 
Bacon told bim, that be should not want his hcipe in any 
thing, which he performed, instructing him better : then 
gave he him money, and sent him to .the warres of the 
holy land, where be was slain. 
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Uiym Ftjti BttcoQ deceived *a old Usurer- 
N*T hm frnm l^rfer Bacon, <iwelt «i oMe nai 
had gicsl MWC of monej wfikh bee let out to nte, and 
oe BBV g'ood with it to the poore, thongh 
had «ften jnit him in minde af it, asA 
to do ionie good whiiest he lired. Frvet 
, by his art made an iron pot, nhicb 
Ad) of fold, thii heing- dooe, he iveot to tills rick 
Md loid Urn, that he k»d tome gtrfd whiclihl 
bad g a lhe re d in U» lime that he had lived ; liHl it beiof 
mwA in ^aaarilr, bee feared that if it were kaowae, il 
wmdri b« Ukea from him, because it was unfittitig- a 
of bis eoat slioold bate so much: now he desired 
that bee would let him have some haodred poundt, 
whieb tvas not the sixth part of his f^old, and he should 
kcpe it for him. The murer was ^lad to beare of this, 
imi told him that lie should bave it, and that he would 
keap hit gold as safe as he himself would : Fryer Bacoi 
WW fted t« heare of this, and presentlf fetcht the pot: 
U the sight of Ahicb the usurer lauffhed, and tboafU 
to himself, how all that giM was his owne, for bee hod 
■ deterniiAOtitMi to pill the fryer, but he g^led himsdie. 
dae here is the gold (said Fner Bacou; now let m« 
of you one hundred pounds, and keep you this gold til 
I poy it backe a^ain. Very williu^ly (said the iiBuruj 
■ad told him one hundred pounds ont, ivbieh FiTsr 
Bacan tooke and delivered him the note, nnd so 
hit nay. Tins mooy did Fryer Bacon give to divan 
poore eehollers, and other people and bid tbem pray for 



) Gnod-gatherers soules health (so tvae lliis uaurei* 
call'd) wliith theae poor people did, and would (five him 
tliaakca and prayers when they met him, which he did. 
wonder at , for he never deserved thu praires of any man. 
At last this old Good-^alherer went to looke on this pot 
of ^Id, hut instead of gold he found nothing but earthr 
at wbifh sight he would hate died, hod not his other 
jfold hindred him, whicli bee was to leave behind him : 
so gathering up his spirits, bee went to Fryer Bacon, 
and told biji) he was abused and cheated ; for which he 
would have the law of him, uolesse he made him resti- 
lulioD. Fryer Bacon told him, that be had i)ot cheated 
hiin, hut hill his faithful steward to the poore, which be 
could not ebuse Imt know, either by their prayers, or 
their thanks j and as for the law he feared it not, bat bid 
him doe his worst. The old man seeing Fryer Bacons 
reiolution, went his way, and said, that hereafter hee 
would be his owne steward. 



How Miles, Fryer Bacons man didconiure for meat, and 

got meat for himaelfe and his boast. 
MtLBS chanced one day upon some businesse, to goe 
some six miles from home, and being toih to part with 
some company that he had, be ivas be-lated, and could 
get but halfe way home that night; to save his purse bee 
went to ones house tliat was his masters acquaintance: 
but when he came, the good man of the house was not 
at home, and the woman would not let him have lodging. 
Miles seeing such cold enteriaininent wished he had not 
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firo^M htr, b«t bcia^ bvv there, ke wms lotb to goe 
iBT Ivtker asd tberdbre witk food words he pcrswided 
her Ibr to sire Mm lodjnnir that ni^t. She told him 

that &he vxMild willinzlT do it, if her husband were at 

— • • 

bat he beinr now oat of towne, it would be to 
to lod^ aay mam. You neede not mistms^ 
v«aad Mile»; for i hare no thoii|^t to attempt your 
chESftitie : locke me in any place where there is a bed, 
and I will aol trouble you till to morrow that I rise. She 
Aiairiit jr iier husbaud woaM be an|^ if she should 
deny any of his friends so small a request, consented 
dmt he sboold lye therr, if that he would be locked up: 
Miles was contented and presently went to bed, and she 
locked him into the chamber where he lay. 

Lon^ had not he beene a bed, but he heard the 
doore open; with that he rose. and peeped through a 
chinke of the partition, and saw an old man come in : 
this man set down his basket that be had on his arme, 
and gare the woman of the house three or four sweet 
kisses, which made Miles his mouth runne with water 
to see it : then did hee undoe his basket, and pulled out 
of it a fat capon ready roasted, and bread, with a bottle 
of good olde sacke; this gave hee unto her, sayings 
sweetheart, hearing thy husband was out of towne, I 
thought good to risite thee, I am not come emptie 
handed, but have brought some thing to be merrie 
withal : lay the clothe sweete hony, and let us first to 
banquet, and then to bed. She kindly thanked him, and 
presently did as he bad her : they were not scarce set at 



r 



the table, but her husband returning backe, knockt at 
the doore. The woman hearing this was amazed, and 
knew not what to doe ivilh her old lover: but looking 
on her apron atrings, slie straight found (as women use 
to doo) a trick to pnt herself free from this feare? for 
shee put her lover under the bed, the capon and bread 
she put under a tub, the bottle of wine shee put behinde 
the chest, and then she did open the doore, and with a 
dissembling kisse welcomed her husband home, asking 
him the reason why that he returned so quickly. He 
told her, that bee had forgot the money that he sbonld 
have carried with him, but on the morroiV betimes hee 
would be gone. Miles saw and heard all this : and 
hating a desire to taste of the capon and the wine, called 
the goodman. He asked his wife who that wai i She 
told him, ail acquaintance of his, that intreated lading 
there that night. He bid her open the door, which she 
did, and let Miles out- Hee seeing Miles there, bid 
him welcome, and bade his wife to set them some meats 
oa the table: she told him that there was not any ready, 
but prayed him to kepe his stomacke till morrow, and 
• then she would provide them a good brenkefast. Since 
it is BO Miles (said the goodrnan) wee must rest con- 
tented, and sleepe out our hunger. Nay stay sud Miles, 
if that you can eate, I (.-an find you good meat ; 1 am a 
scholler, and have some art, I would faine see it (said 
the goodrnan) You shall quoth Miles, and that preseutly. 
With that Miles pulled forth a bookc out of his bosome, 
and began his coninration in this fashion : 






cken mome le:, qmotk 3Ailes? tken I must lue 



For I hare tkr crorkas <>b^' 
Aa4 tke ka that i^MT IW ^, 

'nzo^ tke darite doik aake ker vay. 

>ov IW glMMts of 

Oa tkdr k«His tkat spikdKirblood, 
Cfif «MC spinty qncke I a^* 
Xickt'ft the DeviU holj-day : 
WVcre ere joa be, in dennea, or lake. 
In tliie irj, eve, or brake : 
Qvkklj cone and me attend, 
Hiat aai Bacons man and friend. 
Bat I vill hare joa take no sk^e 
Of a bear a bone, or ape : 
Xor win I bare jo« terrible. 
And tberefore come 



Now is he come, Cqnoch Miks) and therefofe tell me 
wliat ineat yoa will hafe mine boast I Any thing Miles, 
(said Uie goodeman) what thou wilt. Why then (said 
Miles) what say you to a capon ? I love it above all 



meal (aaid the goodman.) Why then a capOD you aboil 
have, and that a good one too. Bemo mv spirit that I 
IiBve raised to doe mee service, I charge thee, aeeke and 
search about the earth, and bring rae hither straight the 
best of capons ready roasted. Then stood bee still a 
little, as though he had attended the comming of his 
spirit, and on the sudden said : It is well done, my Bemo, 
hee hath brought me (nutne boast,) a fat capon from the 
King of Tripolis owne table, and bread with it. Aye, 
but where is it Miles (said the hoast) I see neither 
spirit nor capon, Looke under the tub (quoth Miles) 
and there you shall finde it. He presently did, and 
brought (to his wives griefc) the capon and bread out. 
Stay (quoth Mites) we do yet want some drinke that ia 
comforUble and good; I think mine hoast a bottle of 
Maliga sacke ivere not ainisse, 1 will have it : Bemo, 
haste tUec to Maliga, and fetch rae from the govemoura 
a bottle of his best sacke. The poore woman thought 
that hee would have betrayed her and her lover, and 
therefore wished that he had beene hang'ed, when that 
hee came first into her house. Hee having stood a little 
while, as before, saide, ^Vell done, Bemo, looke behinde 
the great chest (mine hoast) Hee did so, and brought 
out the bottle of sacke. Now (quoih hee) Miles sit 
dotvne, and welcome to thine owne cheere : You may 
see wife (quoth he) what u man of art can doe, get a 
fattc capoD, and a bottle of good sacke in a quarter of 
an honre, and for nothing, which is beat of all: Come 
good wife) ait downe, and bee merry; for all this is 
paid for, I thankc Miles. 
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Shee fate, but could not eat a bit for nnger, but 
withed that every bit they did eate might choake them : 
Her old lover too that lay under the bed all this while 
was ready to bepisse himselfe for feare, for hee still 
looked when that Miles would discover him. When 
they had eaten and drunke well, the good man desired 
Miles that hee would let hini see the spirit that fetched 
them this good cheere : Miles seemed unwilling, telling 
him that it was against the laws of art, to let an illite- 
rate man see a spirit, but yet, for once hee would let 
him see it : and told him withall, that hee must open 
the door, and soundly beat the spirit, or else hee should 
bee troubled hereafter with it : and because he should 
not feare it, hee would put it in the shape of some one 
of his neighbours. The good man told him, that hee 
neede not to doubt his valour, he would beat him 
soundly » and to that purpose hee took a good cudgell in 
his hand, and did stande ready for him. Miles then 
went to the bed side, under which the old man lay, and 
began to coniure him with these words, 

Bemo quickly come, appeare. 
Like an old man that dwells neere : 
Quickly rise, and in his shape, 
From this house make thy escape ; 
Quickly rise, or else 1 sweare, 
lie put thee in a worser feare. 

The old man seeing no remedy, but that hee must 
needes come forth, put a good face on it, and rose from 
under the bed .- behold my spirit (quoth Miles) that 
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broo^lit me all ihat you have had ; now l)ee aa good as 
your word and swaddle him aoundly. 1 protest (stud 
the goodmanl your Devill h as like Goodman Stnmpe 
the tooth drawer, m a pumetvnter is like bq apple : ia it 
poEiible that your spirits can lake other mens shapes.^ 
He teach tbia to keepe his owne shape ; with that hee 
heat the old man aoundly, bo that Miles was faiue to 
take him off, and put the old man out of doore, so after 
some laughing, Co hed they all went : but the woman 
could not aleepe for griefe, tiiat her old lover hud liad 
such bad usage for her sake. 



How Fryer Bacon did helpe a young man to his Sweet- 
heart, which Fryer Bungye would have married to 
another; and of the mirth that was at tlte ivedding. 

An Oxfordshire gentleman had long time loved a faire 
mayde.calledMillisaiit; this love of his waaaa kindly re- 
ceived of her, as it was freely given of him, so that there 
wanted nothing to the finishing' of their ioyes, but the 
consent of her father, who would not grant that she 
should bee his wife (though formerly he had been a 
meanea to further the match) by reason there was a 
knight that «'as a suitor to her, and did desire that hee 
might have her to his wife : but this knight could ne?er 
gel from her the least token of good wil : so surely was 
her love fixed upon the gentleman. This knight seeing 
himselfe thus despised, went to Fryer Bungye, and told 
him his mind, and did promise him a good piece of 
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•none; if tie conld f^cl bi;r fur btin, eitlier hj faiR ai 
conn sell. 

fiun^e (being covetous) told bim, that there tr 
tieller iraf in his mind, than lo j;et her with her fatker 
to go tike the air ia a coach : and if hee could doe m, 
he iTould liy hii an so direct the horMS. tliui the; shonll 
come to nn old chappell, ivliere hee M'ould attend, tal 
there they might Becretly be married. The knight re- 
warded him for bis coiinsell, and inld liim, that if it tooke 
efibct, he would l>c more bountifnll unto him, and pre- 
sently ivent to her father, and told him of this. Hit 
liked well of it, and forced the poore maid to ride with 
Ihem. So aoone aa they were in the coach, the horses 
run presently to the choppell, where they found Fryer 
Bungye attending for them : at the sight of the chorcli 
and the priest, the poorc maid knew that she was betnud, 
to that for gtiefe shee fell in a swound ; to see which her 
father and the knight, were veryniueh grieved, and 
their beat skill for her recovery. 

In this time, her beat beloved, the gentleman, did 
come lo her fathers to visit her, but finding her not 
there, and hearing that ahee was gone ivith her &ther 
and the knight, he mistrusted some foul play: and in all 
hast went to Fryer Bacon, and desired of him some kelp 
to recover his love againe, whom he feared was uttcri; 
lost. 

Fryer Bacon (knowing him for a vertuous gentlemaa) 
piltyed him < atid to give his griefes some release, chewed 
hiffl a glasse, wherein any one might see any thing- done 



{within fifty miles Bpacc) that they desired : so soone Be 
he looked in (he glaese, bee saw his love Millisaut nitli 
her father, and the knight, ready to be married by Fryer 
BuDgye : at the sight of this hee cryed out that he was 
undone, for uow should he lose hie life in losing of his 
love. Fryer Bacon bida him take comfort, for he would 
prevent the marriage i so taking (lii9 gentleman in his 
armes, he set himeelfe downe in an enchanted chaire, 
and suddenly ihcy were carried through the ayre to the 
chappell. Just as they came ill, Fryer Bungye vrai 
ioyning their hands to marry thcin : but Fryer Bacon 
apoylcd his epcecli, for he strucke him dumbe, bo that 
be could not epeake a worde. Then raised he a myst in 
the chappell, so that neither the father could see his 
daughter, nor the daughter her father, nor the knight 
either of them. Then loobe he Millisant by the hand, 
and led her to the man she most desired : they both wept 
far ioy, that they so happily once more had met, and' 
kindly thanked Fryer Bacon. 

It greatly pleased Fryer Bacon to see the passion of 
these two lovers, and seeing them both contented, he 
marryed them at the chappell doorc, whilest her father, 
the knight, and Fryer Bungye iveiit groping ivithin, and 
could not find the way out. Now when he had married 
them, he bid them get lodging at the next village, and 
he woidd send his man with uiouey: Cfor ihe gentleman 
was not stored, and he had a great way to his house) 
they did as he bad them. That night hee sent his man 
Miles with money to theiu; but he kept her father, the 



knif^ht, and Prj'er Bunfcef till the next Amy at noon io 
(be chsppell, ere he released ibein. 

The Kentlem:;n and his neii' oiirried mfe made that 
nl^ht a KTcal aapper for ioy of their marriase, ami bid 
to it DiOEl of Ihe rillaice : they wanted nothing hot 
mtEricke, fur irhieh ihey nude ^irent uionne- This want, 
ftyerBwon (though lie was absent I sopplied -. fomfter 
rapper tbcr« came such a maake.thnl (he like vroii neret 
leene in that villa^^e ' for 6tit, ihere was heard muri 
fweet itill piiusicke, then wind musicke: then eaoie 
three apes, and three monkeys, each of ihem rarryinga 
torch: after them folloired tixe apes and monlters 
more, all drcMed in antii-ke coats : these last sixe fell a 
dUciDg' in fucb an iidde manner, thai ihey rn:>ved bU 
(he beholder? to mnch laupliter ; so afler divers antick 
chWiE'es, they did reverence to Ihe bridegroumc 
btHe, and au deparled in order as they came in Tlief i 
all did innrvell from whence these should come : bi 
bride){raoinc knew that it was Fryer Bacons art 
gate them this grace in their wedding. When all \ra I 
done, to bed ihey ivetit. and enioyed their wisbes. The 1 
next daye he went home to bis owue huuee wilk hU 1 
bride : and for the cost he had bestowed on ihem, most | 
put of the townee-folke brought them on their way. 

Miles malic one amoti;{st tbeui too ; he for his maiiter* I 
sake was so plyi-d with cups, thai he in three daycs w 
icarce sober ; for bis welcome, at hla departnre 
^re them this soiif; ■ to the tune of, " I hare been a ^ 
fiddler,'' &e. 



And did DOt y 

the marrow 
At carrying s 



-e of a mirth that beAll, 
wedding dny : 



The Quindn yiasset, and (be garlands wnei 
'lis ■ pity aid cualome should em decay : 



carried no credit away, away, 
a consutt of fiddle-dc-dees. 






lien, and Upsie-fn 
ver away, away. 



There was ne'er a Ud In nil the pariih, 
that Hoiild goe to the plow that day ; 

But on bis fote- horse his wench he curiei, 
and Bway lo Twiter, away, away. 



The butler W8 

the maiden 

The serving- n 



■uch s> 



quicke,, 



nd the ale he did tqp, 
the chamber full gay ; 
e a fudding cap, 

the ground look'd blue, 



A poiiet was made, and (be wmnni <Ud 
and nmpering slid they could eate n< 

Full nuui; a maid was t«d on the lip ; 
lie aay no more, but so give o're. 



TRC PAXOU8 BISTORT 

TWj kiadlj tkmked hPles for his song, and so sent 
boae with a foxe at his tajle. His master asked 
vkere ht kad beene so long ? He told Imn at the 
I know it, (said Fryer Bacon) that thou hast 
, and I know also (thon beast) that thou hast 
e««rT daj dmnke. That is the worst that yoa 
snj by mtt master, for still poore men must be 
e, if that they take acnp more than ordinary ; but 
it 11 noc io with the rich. Wlkj how b it with the rich 
cWn ? 1 will tell yoa Csaid Miles) in few woida^ 

L&vTen thttr are sicke. 
And Fnren are ill at ease; 
But poore men they are dnmke, 
.Vai all b oae diaease. 

W<;1I simh vsaid Pr%er Bicon) let me not heare that 
Tou vxf iarmed any more with this disease, lest 1 give 
%sMi >v wn* sawvie to your sweet meat. Thus did Fryer 
B*Lvn holpe these poore lovers, who in short time got 
the love of the old man, and lived in great ioy : Fryer 
Bunny's tongue was a^raine let loose, and all were 
firiend^. 

How Vandenua^t and Fryer Bungye met, and how they 
^Urived who should excel one another in their coniura- 
tion$ ; and of their deaths. 

VANninMAST thinking that Fryer Bacon had beene dead, 
into £ngland, and in Kent met with Fryer Bungey : 
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"he rtwiog liiin no good will for Tryer Bacona sake, took 
iiis horae out of the stable, and inateail of it, left a spirit 
like unto it. Fryer Bungye in tlie morning rose, nnd 
monntinfr tliis spirit, (which lie thought had becne his 
horse) rode on his ioumey: but he riding through a 
water, was left in the midst of it by this spirit; and 
being thus wet, hee returned to hisiiine. Attheinno 
doore, Vanderraast met him, and naked him, if that were 
switnminff time of the year? Bungyetold him, if that he 
had been so well horsed as he was, when Fryer Bacon 
sent him into Germany, he might have escaped that 
washing. Ac this Vandermast bit his lip, and said no 
more, but went in. Bungye thonglil that he would he 
even with him, which was in this manner. Vandermast 
loved a wench well, which was in the bouse, and 
Bought many times to winne her for gold, love, or pro- 
mises. Bungye knowing this, did shape a spirit like 
this wench, which he Bent to Vandermast. Vandermnst 
appointed the spirit (thinkintcit had heene the wench) to 
come tfl his chamber that night, and was very ioyful that 
he should enioy her now at the last: but his ioy turned 
into sorrow, and his wanton hopes iuto a ba<l nights 
lodging: for Fryer Bungye had by his art spread such a 
sheet on his bed, that no sooner was he laid with the 
spirit on it, but it was carryed througli the ayre, and let 
fall into a deepe pond, where Vandermast had been 
drowned, if he had not had the art of swimming ; He 
got quickly out of the pond, and shaked himselfe like a 
rough watcr-spanniel ; but being out, he was as much 
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vend M Mmc, for he eooU wK tefl the wa^ home, but 
■M gW (0 keepe Mm^M* {■ heu thki tiig;lit trith 
m&iap. Next day he coning Ut hU inne. Fryer 
BaapTc mskrd kba how h« did likt his ircnch? he said, 
M •ttU. that he wifhcd him inch ■Bother. Burigye (old 
hin. that hii onler did forbid him Ihe use of anv. *od 
thnvlbre be iDig^ht kecpc iben for lii« frieDda : Thug did 
they coDtJBinlly rexe rach oiUrr, boih in words, and ill 
anions. Vaadenua«t deiinne to do Fryer Bangey i 
■Mchiefe, did <^aIlFDte him to the field (not to ligbl U 
•word and di^^r, sing'le rapier, or case of poioyardi, 
bW at worter w«*poni farre, il nai at Ibat diabotini 
an of mifricke) there to ^ben wbicb of them was most 
ciuuitig, or had mofi poirer oTer the Devill : Bun^yt 
accepted of hi; i-hkllen;^, and both provided Ihf oiselfes 
of thin^^ beloDgioK to the art, and to the field they , 



There they both spred their circles s 
foot &om one another- and after some other ci 
did Vandermnst begint hee by his charines did raise up 
s fiery dragon, which did mnne al)out Frjer Bnn^es 
circle, and did scorch him with his lieai en that he uai 
slmoBt ready to melt. Fryer Ounjf ye tormented Van- 
dennast in another elemeot: fur lie raised up the Ko- 
mooster thai Peraeus killed, when lie diil redeem the 
&ire ADdromedik. Tliia sea monster illd run about Vnn- 
dermaal, and such flimds of water did he sciid out of hii 
vide moulb, that Vandermaat was almost drotrned. 
Then did Fryer Bungye ruse a spirit up like «aint 



Qeori^, who fuuglit witU the drofron, and killed it : 
Vaadennast (folluwiof; hia example) raysed up PeraeuR, 
who fought aliso with )iis aea-mooster, ajid killed it, ta 
were tliey Uotli released from their dang-er. 

"niey being- not contented wkh this tryall of their 
skill, went further in their coniuratioos, and raiwd up 
two spirits, each of tbem one. Bungye charged his 
spirit for to aiisigt him with the greatest power hee bad, 
that by it he might be able to overcome VandertnaU. 
The Devil] told him he would, if that he from hia left 
arme would ^ive him but three drops of blood : but if 
that he did deny him that, then should Vatidermaet 
have power over him to doe what he would ; the like 
told Vandermiista Devill to him : to this demand of the 
spirits, they both ngrced, thinking for to overcome each 
other; but the Devill overthrew them both. 

They bavinif given the Devil this bioud, as is before 
spoken of, they both fell againe to their coniurationi; 
first, Bungye did rayse Achilles with his Greekei, 
who marched about VaadermaBt and threatned hint. 
Then Vaudermast raised Hector with hia Troians, who 
defended him from Achillea and the (jreekes. Then 
began there a great hattell betiveen the GreekeE and 
TroiaaB, which continued a good space : at last Hector 
was iilaine, and the Troiani Bed. Then did follow a 
great tempest, with thundring and lightning, ao that 
the two cooiurers wished that they had been away. But 
wishes were in vaine : for now the time was come, that 
the Devill would he p^d for the knowledge that he hiui 



leDt them, be would not Un? any longer, hnt tliea> 
tooke them in the Iteight of their wickednesse, and 
bereft them of their lives- 

When the tempest was ended, (which did greatly 
bright the toivnes there by) the townesmen found the 
bodies of these two men, (Vandermast and Bungey) 
breathlesse, and airangely burnt with fire- The one had 
Christian liiiriajl, because of his order sake : the other, 
because he wai a stranger- Thus was the end of these 
two famoua cooiurers. 



How Miles wniild coiiiure for money, and how he broke 
hh lejrgc for feare. 

Milieu one day finding hia Mastera study open, atolei 
out of it one of hia coniuring-bookes : with this booke- 
would M ilea needea coniure for some money : (for be 
saw that hia inaaler had money enough, and he desired 
the like, which did make him bold to trouble one of bis 
masters devils :] in a private place he thought it best to 
doe it : therefore he went up to the top of the house, 
and there began to reade : long had he not read, but it 
derill cane to him in an ugly shape, and naked him 
what lie would have! Milea being a^iglited, could not 
speake, but stood quaking there like an aspin leafe: 
the devill seeini; him ao, Cto increase his feare) raised 
a tempest, and hurled fire about, which made Miles 
leape from oS the leades, and with hJa fall broke hii 
iBgge. 



Fryer Bacon hearing this noyse, ranne forth, and 
found his man Miles on the ground, and the Devill 
hurling fire on the house top. First laid he the Devill 
st^ne : then went he to his man and asked how hee got 
that hroken legg? Hee told him his Devill did it: for 
he had fri^'htcd him, and made him leape off from the 
house top. What didst thou there, (said his Master 1) 
I went to coniure, Sir (said Miles) for money j but I 
have got nothing hut a broken legge ; and 1 now must 
beg for money to cure that, if you he not the more pitli- 
full to me. I have oftentimes given you ivaming not to 
meddle with my bookes (sdd his Master) and yet you 
will still be doing : take heed, you had best, how 
you deale with the Devill againe : for he that had 
power to breake your legge will breake your necke, 
if you againe doe meddle with him ; for (his t doe 
forgive you : for your legge breaking hath paid for 
your sawcinesse ; and though 1 gave you not a broken 
head, I will give you a plaister: and so sent him 
to the chirurgions. 



How two young Gentlemen that eamc to Fryer Bacon 
to know how their fathers did, killed one another; 
and how Fryer Bacon for griefe, did, breake his rare 
Glaaae, wherein he could see any thing that waa 
done within lifty miles about him. 

It is spoken of before now, that Fryer Qacou had a 

glasse, which was of that excellent nature, that any man 
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might behold uty thinj; thnt he desired to lee within 
the compasse of fifty miles round about him : with the 
gluse he had plea«ured divera kinds of people: for 
fiUhera did oflcntimM desire lo ace (thereby) how iheir 
chililrcD did, Bn<l children how [heir parentE did : odc 
friend huw another did -. and one enemy 1, sometimes) 
how hii eiieuiT did : so that frniD f&r they would eooie 
to lee this wonderfull glasse. It happened one day, 
that there caine to him two younjc gentlemen, (thai 
were couiitrey men, and neiifliljora children) for lo 
know of hitn by bin Kluse, how their fathers did : Her 
beinff nu ni^Kard of his canning, let them see his glasM, 
wherein iliey straight luheld their wishes, which they 
(thronjtb their nwne follies] bnaght at iheir lives lossei, 
«g yon shall heare. 

The fathers of these two f^entlemen, (in their soniies 
absence > were become great foes: this hatred betweene 
them was growne to (hat height, that wheresorer 
they met. they had not ooely wordes, but blowes. 
Just at that time, as it should aceme, that their Hwan 
were looking to «ee how they were in health, they 
were met. and had drawne, and were together by the 
eares. Their sonnea seeing ibis, and having been 
»lwayes great friends, knew not what lo say lo one 
another. Imt beheld each oiber with angry looker. At 
last, one nf iheir fathers, as they might perceive in the 
glasse, had a fail, and ibe oiber taking advantage, stood 
over him ready to atrike him. The sonne of him that 
is'its downe, could then containe hiinselfe no longer, bni 



tald the other fouag man, thia his fatlier had received 
wrong. He answered a^aine, that it waa faire- At 
lust there grew auch foule words betweene them, and 
their bloods were so heated, that they presently stabbed 
one the other with their da^rgera, and so fell downs 
dead. 

Fryer Bacon seeing them fall, ranne Co them, but it 
was too late, for they were breathlesse ere he came. 
This made him to grieve exceedipgly ; he ludging' Chat 
they had received the cause of theirdeaths bylhiajlaaae, 
tooke the gksse in his hand, and uttered worda to this 
effect: 

Wretched Bacon, wretched in thy knoivledge, in thy 
understanding wretched ; for thy art hath beene the 
mine of these two gentlemen. Had I been busied in 
thoae holy thing's, the which mine order tycs me Co, t 
had not had that time that made this wicked glasse: 
wicked I well may call it, that is the canaer of so vile an 
act - would it were sensible, then should it feelc my 
wrath ; but being aa it is, He ruin it for ruining of them : 
and with tliat he broke his rare and wonderful! glasse, 
whoae like the whole world had not. In this grief of bis, 
came there newes to hiiu of the deaths of Vandermaat 
and Fryer Bungev '■ This did increase his griefe, and 
made him sorrowfull, that in three days he would not 
eaCe any thing but kept his chamber. 
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How Fryer Bacon burnt his books of Ma^ck, and gave 
liiinselfe to the study of Divinity only ; and how he 
turned Anchorite. 

Isr the time that FVyer Bacon kept his chamber, hee fell 
into divers meditations : sometimes into the vamty of 
arts and sciences : then would hee condemne himselfe 
fbr studying of those things that were so contrary to his 
Older and soules health ; and would say» that magicke 
made a man a Devill : sometimes would hee meditate on 
divinity ; then would he cry out upon himselfe, for 
n^ecting the study of it, and for studying ma^ck : 
sometime would he meditate on the shortnesse of mans 
llfe^ then would he condemne himselfe for spending a 
time so short, so ill as he had done his : so would he goe 
fironi one thing to another and in all condemne his for- 
mer studies. 

And that the world should know how truly he did re- 
pent his mcked life, he caused to be made a great fire ; 
and sending for many of his friends, schoUers, and others, 
he spake to them after this manner : My good friends 
and fellow students, it is not unknowne unto you. how 
that through my art I have attained to that credit, that 
few men living ever had ; of the wonders that I have 
done, all England can speak, both king and comn^ons . 
I have unlocked the secret of art and nature, and let the 
world see those things, that have layen hid since the 
death of Hermes, that rare and profound philosopher : 



my KtuilieB Iiave fouod the set-rets of the storres ; tht 
bookes thai 1 have made of thcoi, doe serve for preai- 
dents Ito our i(rcatest doctors, su excclleut hath my 
judgment beeae therein. I likewise have found out the 
Beerets of trees, plants and stones, with their several 
jiiea j yet all this knowledge of mine I eateeme so 
lightly, that I wish that 1 tvcre ignoraut, and knew 
nothing : for the knowledge of these thinip, (as I have 
truly founds serveth not to better a man In goodnesse, 
but onely to make him proud and thiukc too well of 
himselfe. What hath all roy knowledge of natures 
secrets gained nie } Onely this, the losse of a better 
knowledge, the losse of divine studies, wliich makes the 
immorlall part of tnan (his eoide) blessed. 1 have 
found, that niy knowledge has beene a heavy burden, 
and has kept dowiie my good thoughts : but I will 
remove the cause, which are these bookes ; which I doe 
purpose here before you all to bume. They all iotreated 
him to spare the bookee, because in them there were 
those things that ufter-ages might receive great benefit 
by. He would not hearken unio them, but threw them 
all into the fire, au<I in that flame burnt the greatest 
learning in the world. Then did he dii^pose of all his 
goods ; some part be gave to poor schollers, and some 
he gave to other poore folkee : nothing left he for him- 
selfe: then eaused be to be made in Ihc church-wall a 
cell, where he locked bimselfe in, and there remained 
till his death. His time bee spent in prayer, medita- 
tion, and such divine exercises, and did seukc by all 



6S THB HIBTOET OF FftTBE BACON. 

meBni to penwade men from the study of ma^cke. 

Thm lived he some two yeeres space in tliat cell, never 

commin/if forth : his meat and drink he received in at a 

window, and at that window he did discourse with those 

that came to him ; his ^rave he dif^^ed with Ids 

owne nayles, and was laid there when he dyed. 

Thus was the Life and Death of this faoMua 

Fryer, who lived most part of his lif« a 

Magician, and dyed a true Penitent 

Sinner, and an Anchorite. 
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FRIER RUSH. 



The Pleasant History of Frier Rush is a book of 
great rarity, and was by Rttaon ranked as a deside- 
ratum in the illustration of English Romance; two 
copies of it, however, are now known to exist, one 
in the possession of the Marquis of Stafford, and a 
second the property of Mr. Heber, from which latter 
a limited reprint was made in 1810. 

Frier Rush, who was known to Reginald Scott 
before the History of his Pranks was published, was 
very properly classed by him with Robin Goodfellow, 
and in Harsenefs Declaration, chap. xx. p. 134, we 
6iid them again noticed together. " And if that the 
" bowle of curds and cream were not duly set out 
" for Robin Goodfellow, (Ae Frier, and Sisse the 
" dairy-maide, why then either the pottage was 
" burnt, or the cheese would not curdle, or the butter 
" would not come, or the ale in the fat never would 
" have good head." The old song of The Mad 
Pranks of Robin Goodfellow, however, proves their 
identity still more clearly by its allusion to a trans- 
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mutation which we see exercised in the course of the 
following tale : — 

Somedmei I meete them like a man, 
Sometimes an ox, sometimes a hound. 

And to a horst turn me I can, 

To trip and trot about them round. 

In fact, whether he is called Robin Goodfellow, 
Puck, or Rush, his actions and attributes every 
where identify the hero of the present Romance *' as 
the personification of the principle of evil.*'* He is 
the Scottish Red Cap^ and the Saxon spirit Hudken^ 
or Hodeken, so called from the hoodiken^ or little 
hood or hat, which he wore, and which also covers 
his head when he appears in the shape of the Nisse 
of Sweden. In that amusing and interesting work 
the Fairy Mythology, vol. 2, p. 68, we are told that 
Hoodeken took up his abode in the palace of the 
Bishop of Hildesheim. One of the scullions in the 
Bishop's kitchen having flung dirt on him, and 
splashed him with foul water, Hoodeken complained 
to the head cook, who only laughed at him, and said 
" Are you a spirit, and afraid of a little boy?" 
" Since you won't punish the boy," said Hoodeken, 
** I will in a few days let you see how much afraid 
pf him I am," and went off in high dudgeon ; but 

* Quarterly Review, vol. 22. p. 353, &c. 




very soon after he got the hoy asleep at the fire-side, 
and he strangled him, cut him up, and pal him into 
the pol on ikejirt. In Swedelaiid Puck assumes the 
name of Niasegoddreng, or Nisse the good knave, 
and consorts with the Tomtegubbe, or the old man of 
the house toft, who is of the same genus. From 
" Gubbe" the old man employed as the name of a 
demon, the Normans seem to have formed Goblin or 
Gobelin (quasi GuLbelein,J and the Spanish Dueiiile, a 
demon particularly noted for his powers of transfor- 
mation, appears to correspond ro every respect to the 
Tomte Gubbe ; and the name according to Coba- 
ruvias, is contracted from Dueno de Casa, the master 
of the house. 

Returning however to the consideration of the 
form under which " The Merry Wanderer" now pre- 
sents himself to our notice. We may reasonably con- 
clude from the testimony of Bruno Seidelius 
Quis non legit, quid Fnitei: Rauschius e^t ?* 
that it is one in which he enjoyed an extensive popu- 
larity. There is an Ancient Danish Poem which 
Ireats of " Brother flus how he did service as Cook 
and Monk in the Monastry of Esaerora," which there 
is reason to suppose is derived from one common 
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ongin with the Engiish Story-book, and it is wwthy 
of remark that in the Poem Rus is made to travel 
through the air to England where he possesses the 
king's daogfater. The Kinder und Haas Maichen of 
Messrs. Ghimm likewise contains two tales,* 2)e0 
ScnMi niMiacr iSnitier, and S>fr SeuCrl dntntod, 
which probably take their origin from the same 
source. 

• VoL 8, pp. 84 and 89. 
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PLEASANT HISTORY, HOW A DEVILI/ (NAMED 
RUSH) CAME TO A RELIGIOUS HOUSE, TO 
SEEKB A SERVICE. 



Thbrb H'as sometime beyond Clie sea edified aod founded 
a reriaine house and eloisler of religious meQ, which 
house was founded at a great forresCs aide, for to raain- 
talne the service of almighty God, and daily to pray for 
their benefactors and founders, and for the sulvtttion of 
their owne soules : which place by reason of Iheir foun- 
ders and well diajiosed people (whith gave unto it 
largely of their goods and possessiuns) iucreased iu 
riches, and every man had gold and silver at their will, 
and also of meate and drinke Ihey had great plenty: in 
so much that they were so well at ease and had so uutk, 
that they wist not what tu doe they were bo full of vna. 
tonnesse, whereby the service of Almighty God was not 
well niaiotaiued among them : for ofientimes ihey sud 
neither Maltina uor Evensong : and through their great 
negligence they forgat cteane the charge that they wwe 
bound to when ihey eiilred into Iheir religion, and Ihey 
lived more like beasts without reason, then like men of 
good and holy conversation : for they haunted harlots 
and lived viciously, and the goods thatwas given them by 
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good mmI well diipofed people, die j spent in onthrifu- 
neste and rybnoldry. And when the great prince of 
derflf which are the patrones of all vices understood of 
the great misrule and vile living of these religious men : 
consulted to keepe them still in that state, and worse if 
it might be. And these be the names of the devils. 

Belphegor who was Prince of Gluttony, Asmodeos 
Prince of liCcbery, and Belzebub Prince of Envie, with 
many other divels assembled together, wliich re ioyced 
for the misorder of these religious men. And as ihtj 
were all assembled together with one accord : they chose 
a diyell to goe and dwell among these religious men, for 
to maintaine them the longer in their ungracious Unof^ 
which divell was put in rayment like an earthly crea- 
ture, and went to a religious house, and there he stood 
at the gate a certaine space all alone with an heavie 
countenance. Then within a while after the Prioar 
came unto the gate and espied Rush the young man 
standing there all alone Adod he said unto him, what 
dost thou here, and what wouldest thou have. The 
young man with great reverence answered and said : Sir, 
I am a poore young man, and am out of service, and 
hxat would have a maister. And sir if it please you to 
have me, I shall doe you diligent service, and shall doe io 
well that you and all your brethren and covent shall be 
glad of me, for I shall keepe so well your secrets, that I 
trust to obtaine at all times your good love and favour^ 
and all theirs also. 

And when the Priour had heard his words, he was 
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uooTed with pitiie, and said : Goe into the kitchen to 
the Cooke, and shew him that t have Kent thee thither, 
aod hid him shew thee what thou shalt doe: for thou 
shalt lie with him a certaine season, till that sniae other 
better thin^ fall. Then the youn^ man made his re- 
vercDce to the Priour, and thanked him, and foorth he 
went to the kitchin, wliere hee found the mainter Cooke* 
Annn he made rerereoee unto him, and said: Sir, my 
maister the Priour hath sent me hither unto vou, and he 
commauudeth you lu shew me what I shall doe, fori 
muBt be here and helpe you. The maister Cooke an- 
swered and said, you be welcome. And anon hee get 
him to such businesse aa he had to doe. And thus the 
derill became undet-Cooke in the place that he waa 
asgi|^ned unto, by the Prince of Devils. And then hee 
said [laughing to hiniselfe) as followeth. 

These bein^ the words of the Devill. 

I am ri^ht g-lad that my purpose is come so well to 
passe, for now all mine intent is fulfilled, and 1 doubt 
not but all shall be ours : for 1 shall make such debate 
and strife iiinon^ the Friers, that ihey shall never he at 
concord and peace. And I shall make them good slaves 
wherewith ihe one shall beate well ihe other: and often 
times tUey slial lye together by the eares, in so much that 
there was never seen nor heard tell of such a rumour 
and discord in no Cloyster id the world. And I shall 
use myaelfe so, that 1 shall be in frrest love and favour 
amoni^ them. 

Then within foiire or five dayes after, it fortuned 
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tktti dbe IViov amt iDtoUie kitckin, and there lie found 

Ike pmng mMB, to wkoai ke iud, wiieie wast thot 

korae, and wkat it tkj aauie? Tke yoang' man aotwered 

aad said, sir, I was korae very fiirie kenee» and Rusk is 

sy Bame. Tken saki tke Priour uto Itiiii, Bosk caost 

tko« coaple koaads tofetker ? Yea sir (said Riuk) that 

I caa do rifkt well, aad nsore tken tkal, for I can coopk 

oMo and woosea tof^tAtr, wkick is a more mastrie, sad 

also sir (if acede ke) I can oonvaj a fiaire woman iato 

yov ckamker, and cooTaj ker kome againe in tke 

mamag so secretly, tkat no man skall spye it. Aad 

also I skall keepe your coonsule so secredy, that it skill 

never ke kaowoe. And wken tke Pricmr keard Rosb 

speake so, ke was ri^kt ^ad of kim, and said ; Rosk, if 

thon canst doe as tkon kast smd ? I skall reward tkee 

well for tkylakonr, and tkon skalt ke my most wd- 

beloTed serrant : wherefore make an end of thy busi- 

nesse, for scone thon skalt ^oe a little way on a message 

for me, and so ke departed and went to supper. And 

wken every man had sapped, and Rush had done all his 

hosinesse in the kicchin, hee came onto his maister the 

Prioor, and sud, sir, what is your will with me? the 

Priour answered and said : here a little beside dwelleth a 

iaire ^ntlewoman, the which I love very well, but I dare 

not discover my minde unto her myselfe : and if thon 

canst finde the meanes to bring her secretly unto me, I 

shall reward thee right well for thy labour and paioe. 

And when Rush had heard the words of his maister, and 

knew all bis minde, he answered and said : Sir, be of 
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good cfaeere, and let mee alone wiiti that matter: far I 
■hall goe unto the gen tie woman 'a house, and I shall aay 
your mes9B£re ao weU, that thia niffht she ahall come to 
you ; and ao departed Rush from hU maiater, aod went 
straight unto this gentlewoman's house And when he 
wae thither c-ome, hee found the j^entlewotnnn BitlinKaB 
alone. And when Rush was espied of her, lie made 
unto her great courteaie, and with many reverences theie 
words he aaid. 

How a Devill named Rush came into a Gentlewomani 
house, and how he br0U(;ht her privily unto bia 
Maiatera chamber. 
Rest you inerry faire miatrease, the roost faireat crea, 
ture in the world. My Maister greeleth you by me, 
desiriu)^ you to come and speake with him. Then sud 
the Genllewomnn tu Rush, who is your Maiater, and 
what ia his will with me? faire Mialresde, aaid Rush, 
I will shew you, my Maisler is the Priour in a bouse of 
religion here beaide, snd he lovetb you so well except 
that you come unto him this night, I know he will be 
dead for sorrow. 

Here followeth the anawere of the Gentlewoman. 
And when the Gentlewoman hail heard the words of 
Rush, shce answered aod said, Faire Sir, it were greM 
pittie that the gentleman should die for my sake, and 
rather then he should so doe for me, I will come to 
liiin, and shew him all the courtesie that 1 can. Rush 



tery flid of tkcMe ooMfiiitable words, tnd thoaghl 
tktti Us enterprise wis well broQgkt to passe, and he 
saii aato ker : Faire Mistresse, may it please yoa to 
take tke labour aad go with me, and I shall bring yoa 
to sy master, aad as I soppose, hee will make yen good 
cheare, aad gold aad sUver you shall lacke none, for 
hee katk great plenty thereof. Then said the Gentle- 
woasaa. Sir, I pray you let us depart hence : lor as I 
suppose the gentleman looketh long for us. So foorth 
they went both together, till they came to the Prionn 
Camber. And when the Priour sawe that she wsi 
coose: he was the gladdest man in the worid, and 
thanked Rush much for his labour and paine : and so 
the Priour received her into his chamber, and there he 
made her good cheere, and they had good meate and 
wine great plenty. And when they had well refreshed 
themselves. Rush departed, and went to the kitchioy 
and left the Priour and the Gentlewoman alone, and 
there she saved the Priours life. And when Rush was 
in the kitchin, hee said unto himselfe .* I am right glad 
that I have brought this matter so well to passe .* and J 
doubt nut but they will agree well enough together, for 
they be both of one accord. And when the other 
friers perceived that Rush was sucli a privie fellow, and 
so well could keepe counsaile: they desired him to 
helpe them also, and so he did : for he brought to every 
man, the woman that they most desired, whereof they 
had great mervaile. But they were so blinded with 
ignorance, that they never perceived that he was a very 
Devill, but every man had him in love and favour. 



How Frier Kush threw the maister Cooke Into a kettell 

of ivater aeetUing upon the fire, wherein he died. 
It befell upon a day that Rush went forth to sport him, 
and it was very lale ere he came huoie agaiite, aod the 
maister Cooke was very angry with him that hee was 
so long abaeot. And as soooe a^ Rush wa^ entred into 
the kitchin : the Cooke liejjan to chide, and said unto 
him, tliou horson knave where bast thou beene bo lon^i;: 
and with a ^reat ataffe hee laid upon Rush and beat him 
sore. And when Kush saw that the Cooke was aof^ry, 
and so farre ont of reason, and that he had beaten him 
aore : anon he began to ivaxe very angry mth the 
maister Cooke, and said unto him ; thou horson viU 
laine, why hast thou beaten nie thua : I will be revenged 
on thee : and suddainly he caught hiia in his ormes, and 
threw him into a great kettell which was full of water 
seething upon the fire, aud said, lye thou there in the 
Divels name : for now thou ahalt neither fight Qor chide 
no more with me -. and so Rush slew tlie maister Cooke. 
Then when hee had so done, hee departed out of the 
kitchin, and went to the next lowoe to fetch the faire 
woman againe for his maister : and in his absence 
ccrtaine of the friers came into the kitchin to speake 
with Rush, but thev found no body stirring therein, and 
aaate of them went to stand liy the fires side, to tarie 
till Rush came in; for they thought he would not tarie 
long. And as they stood talking by the fires side, they 
spied a man in the kettell seething upon the fire. And 
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anon they perceived that it was the maister Cooke, 
whereof they were j^^atly abashed. And with that 
(cryiog ont) they went nnto the Priour and shewed him 
that the muster Cooke had drowned himselfe in a 
kettell seethin;^ upon the fire in the kitchin : for whidi 
tydinju^s the Prionr was right sorrie. And in tbe mesne 
season Rush came home, and had conveyed the womsa 
into his maisters chamber. And anon the friers shewed 
Rns)i of the great misfortune that was fidlen on tiiie 
maister Cooke in the kitchin, and he made as he had 
beene sorrie therefore, and had knowne nothing thereof, 
and he was in great love and favour with the Priour 
and all the fners, that they mistrusted him nothing for 
that deede, and so there was no more mention of fbt 
maister Cooke. Then the Priour commanded that Rush 
should be made Cooke, and all the covent was right 
glad of that, and so he was himselfe also, for he thought 
his enterprises came well to passe after his minde, and 
as he would have it. Thus Rush became maister Cooke 
in the kitchin, and dressed their meate mervailous well : 
for in the Lent, and in the Advent, both Frldayes and 
also other dayes, he put bacon into their pottage pot, 
the which made the pottage to savour well, and he 
dressed their meate so deliciously, thet the Priour and 
all the friers had great mervaile that he did it so #e]l : 
in so much that they said he did much better then their 
other maister Cooke did, and that he was a more cun- 
ninger man in his occupation, and could doe much 
better in his office. Thns Rush continued in that office 
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the space of Beaven ycarcs, sod did riglit vrell, and ever; 
man bad him in loi^ Biid favouf. Then it fortuned 
upon a day the Priour ami liis brp.threD were aeserabled 
together in a generall cuunaaile, and as they stood 
talking together, the Priour remembered Euah, and 
anon he said unto his brethren : Friends we have heie 
Rush tvhiuh is our maister Cooke in our kiti-'hin, and he 
ia an olde servant, and much diligent and true seirice 
he hath done Vi us, and he hath continued among as 
longer tlie 11 any aervant that ever wee hadi ivherefora 
me Ihinke it ri^aaoii, tbat bee vrere promoted into some 
other office, and njade a brother among ue Then all 
the whole Cnvent ivith one voiee daid tliey »'ere content 
it ihould so be So the Priour sent for Rush, and when 
he was come before him and all hh bretliren, the Priour 
said, Rush it is so, tliou hast beene here a long seaaoo, 
and we have found thee hitherto a true and diligent 
servant, wherefore wee will tbat thou be promoted, and 
take upon thee an habile as we have, and to become a 
brother among us. Rush answered and said : my 
Maisters I tlianke you all, and then the Priour gave 
Rush an hablte, and put it on his backe, and so Rush 
became a lirother in the place, neverthelesae he kept 
his office atill- 

How Frier Rush mode Truncheons for the Friers to 

fight wilhatl. 
Whbn Rush had on the habite of a Frier, and wis 
a brother in the place, he hail more vacation dayes 



then be bid b«fbre. And bb b kio^ or a ^at prinw 
prepareth ordinances aj^inst ibeir ivaires, in likewiM 
did Prier Rush : for wben Alt big buBioesae waa ilooe in 
the kitcbin, and that be bad leyaure, he went ani 
in the port of the utter g^te, and there he was makinj; 
of Kood bigf^e TnineheoDB of oke. And be made them 
■ritb bills orer the hatid for clippiDj;, of the tvUich Ibt 
other Friers had jfreat luervule, and deuanded of hin 
wherefore he made tbose Truncbeons. Rueb aaswered 
and aaid ; Faire Hin, I make tbeto fur tliia intent : thil 
if there come any Ibeevea hither for to rob us, i 
BpoIIe our place, yet shall we bare tveapous to defend 
UB withall. And therefore I make them. And moreover, 
when any oeede ihall be, come to mee and every mia 
shall have one, and they shall be ready at your com 
maDdement, and then the Friers thanked him and » 
departed- Then it fortuned upon a day, that the Prioiir 
and Snbpriour fell at diecord, and were greevously 
aagry, the one with the other, and would hate fouflil 
together, but onely for shame : neverthelesae, the anger 
abode still in their hearts, and all wite for an harlot : 
within a while after the noyae spread abroad among 
the Friera, that the Prioar and the Subpriour were 
fallen at discord, for the which (hey were an^ry in their 
mindes. And they that loved (be Priour, tooke his part, 
and they that loved the Suhpriour.tnoke his part, and i 
tbey murmured among tbemselveG. Then they ap- 
pointed in their mindes to revenue their quarrels at 01 
time or other, and bo to make a mure Burer way in fi 



fllling their malicious mindes atid angry hearts, every 
man after other went privately to Frier Rueh to lend 
them «ta?es, in so uiucli that there was not a Frier in 
the plftce but be bad one, and they never went without 
their staves under their liniiite, and the one knew not 
that the other had any, they kept ihem so secretly- And 
when Frier Rush had delivered all hh staves, be wat 
right glad in hia heart, for he knew right well there 
should be a great fray among' them, either one lijne or 
other. Soit fortuned afterward, aa it is a common cuslome 
among religious people at an high feast, to keepe 
lolemne service, and every man to be at Matiens at 
midnight, and so upon a good night, all the whole 
CoTCDt assembled together in Ihe Quier, and were 
ready to begin Matlens, they taried for nothing but for 
the comming of the Priour, Then anon the Priour came 
into the Quier, and sate him doivne in his place, and ta 
he looked about him, he espied that the Subpriour wag 
there preient, and with that hia heaTt began to grudge 
of the olde anger that waa fallen betweene them two, 
and he thought in his minde that he could never be 
revenged in a better time, and sodainly he rose out of 
bis place, and went to the Subpriour, and with his fist 
he gave hicn a good buffet, and the Subpriour irhich wa« 
moved tvith the stroke, started unto the Priour aud 
gave him another buffet, and with that they went 
&eshly together by the eares, and when the other Friert 
saw that, every man ruse out of their places, and drew 
out their Truncheons, and together they weui: who 
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had been there thould liave aeene good bufieta fprea (M 
both pvttea And when Frier Rush mw that they nen 
fijthiiog toijiether, bduii he blew oui all ihe candlea and 
lanpi that were burniDi; in ibe church, and left 
maoiicr of li^rht the.~«iD ivberebjr the one might see tiM 
other : sod nheo he bad to done, he tooke his tniodiNP 
ill hi« hand, and went into the Quier aiuong the thickcil 
of the Friera the which ivere fiehtiag- freshly tnthoal 
tight, and there he laid so lustily about, that many of 
them he felled tn tile ground, and left ihein there for 
dead, and uheu he had so done, be stole his way froa 
them, and ai hee ivent, be found standing in the portal) 
of Ibe Quier, a ^reat olde deske, and anon hee tooke the 
deake betweene both bis baoda, aod threw it ove 
portall into the Quier amon^ all the Friere, and 
many sore, in ao much that some bad an arme brohen, 
and tome a legge, and other some bad their noses, 
clesne pared from their faces, that the bloud ranne in 
their monthes, and as fur broken beads lo the bard 
scalpe were do dainty, for every man had one, there 
neaped none free away, who had been there, should have 
had a goodly pastime to see the Friers creepe about the 
Quier, and in sicede of (DoiDiue labia) tbey cried out 
alaa and well aivay. Then when the fray was done, and 
all the noyse aeased. Rush came in among them with a 
caodell light in bis hand, and made as be had knomie 
BOlhiag thereof, and said to them : Fie for shame sin, 
hovr fortuned this discord to hU among your selves I I 
see well now you regard not your honour, nor the good 



Dame of your plate. All the people shalJ Bay ye be not 
boneat, nor good religious men, tie ivLich words I 
would be loatl) to heare, and 1 may not suffer iiur place 
90 to fall in an evill name : wherefore good mastere 1 
require you to set your bearts at rest,nndputthe matter 
into my bands, and 1 shall doe so much that all shall be 
ivell, and you shal be jjood friends againe, and no words 
shall be spoken thereof, then every man complained to 
him of their great hurt, and he made seinblauee as he 
had been sorie therefore and then they that could goe, 
went up (0 their sels, and they that could not goe, did 
creepe up as well aa they could, and laid them downe in 
their beda, and there they lay till they were whole 
againe, and in the space of three weekes and more, Qod 
was evilL served, for in all that space they sung neither 
iUattins nor Evensong, nor never entred into the church 
for it WHS suspended, and for shame they durst never let 
it be knowne. And when they were all whole, and every 
WAD upon bis fcete ngaine, and might goe about the 
house, they brought againe their staves to Frier Rush, 
and thanked him luucli, and then Frier Rush said unta 
them : Sirs when ye have neede of them againe, ye shall 
6nde them here ready at your commandement, for which 
they gave hlin thankes, and departed. When Frier 
Rush saw that that they were gone, and that he had all 
his stavea againe, he laughed unto himself and SEud : 1 am 
right joyfull that mine enterprises be come so well 
to passe, for 1 have done many mischievous deeds since 
I evne fint, and yet i will dot more before I depart 
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WsM, for I (lull ca.nte them to be damned, mod I ihtll 
briag Ibw bodie* Mid iouIm into lh« bumiDg firr rf 
beD, then lu mokinc world withont end, and of me 
(hall be ipokeo a ihotuand yeeres hereafter. 

How Frier Roih itrjmed the Waggon wi(!i Ture.ud 

whftt cheare be oiMle 'in the conotry- 
AvoTHia time it fortuned that the Prioorhsd a jatme; 
lo ride intn the conntrv about a little busiaesse thaihec 
had there to doe, mii anoa he called Rush hia senut 
unto him and *aid, Rnih );oe ihyway into ihecourt,aiid 
lake with thee a dish full of j^reace, and j^reace well tlit 
wheelM and aieltreei of the w»ifgoa, and make all (hiap 
read; ajfuiut to uiorrow in the momiDg, for I must lidc 
forth lo-roorrow betime*, then Rush departed from bit 
■uuiter, and went abotit hit butioesse, and loateed of 
ffreaee. bee looke a great Te»eU full of tftrre, lod 
anointed the wutgOQ *ll o^f with it, hoih withiD aid 
without, and eapedall; in the place where the PHoiU 
ihnnld lit : and when he had done, be returned to hit 
maUter'i chamber, then the Priour demanded of Ruili, 
if he had done aa be commanded hioi ■ yea sir »ud Raihi 
ye may ride when please you, and so (hey went to ibeir 
bed*' Then on the morrow after, Ibe Priour and Ruab 
bis seryant with his other compoay, rose up very early id 
(be mominir for to accomplbh their journey, and forth 
they weot nnto their waggoo, and when the Priour mi 
entied therein, bee perceiiedhimselfe all tohetrayedand 
tmtjni, and all bia dothet were filed therawjth : and 
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led ibce lu take greace a 
wheeles and the axcltrees, and tliou ha«t taken ta 
annoinieil it all over, both witliin and without. Why 
hast thou done so ? Sir said Ruah, 1 uoderatoode you 
bad me doe so. And when the Priour sawe ibere ivaa do 
other reinedie, be comraanded his servants tu make ready 
another wa^^'on, and in tbe uieane season, tbe Priour 
went into hia fharaber, and put on another habile, and 
came a^raine and mounted into the wairgon and went 
their ivay, and so lou;; tbey rode, that they came to 
their iounieyes end. And when they were alighted at 
their lodtpnff, the Priour called for his 3upj)er, and anon 
every thing was made ready, and the good man ut the 
house and the Pi'iour sate downe to supper together, 
and made good cheere and then the Priour ealled for 
wine of the beet, and nnon he had his eommaodemeot. 
And when the goad man of the house and the Priour had 
supped, Rush and his fellowes sate dowue to the rever- 
sious that their raaistera had left, but they bad no tviitc : 
wherefore Rush was very sad, and ever he mused by what 
polide he might get some wine. And anun he called the 
wife of the house and said ; Miairesse, I pray you fill 
a pottle of wine for mc and my fellowes, and so shee 
did : and whcu that was gone, they called for another : 
aiiJ then tUey called fiir llic third, and so ended thtir 
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s«pper. TbcD OD the morrow when the Prionr had dose 
all his bosiiiesM, and was ready to retnnie home againe: 
he called for a reckoning. And anon, the good wife came 
in and gare him a reckoning of all things, both hone 
meate and man's meate ; and at last, she reckoned three 
pocteU of wine that Rash and his fellowes had. And 
when the Prionr heard that his servants had dmnke so 
much wine : Anon he began to waxe very angry, and 
asked her, who commanded Iter to fill in so mnch wine ? 
the wife answered and said : Sir, Rash yonr servant 
commannded me to fill it in, and he said that you should 
pay therefore. Then anon the Prioar called for Rush' 
and said onto him: Thoa lewd knave, why hast thou 
drnnke so roach wine 1 Might no lesse then pottels 
serve thee and thy fellowes? Sir, said Rush, we have not 
dnuike so moch, for yoor horses hath had two of the 
potels. My horses, said the Prioar : what should they 
do with wine ? Ves sir, said Rash, your horses laboured 
sorer than we did, and were very weary, and they had 
nothing but hay and oates : wherefore, me thought it 
needefnU to give them some good drinke to their course 
meate to comfort their hearts withall, and to cause them 
to be the lustier, and to have the better courage to brio^ 
you homeward. And when the Priour had heard that 
answere of Rush, and saw there was no remedy but pa- 
tience, he paid for the wine, and all things that he had 
taken there, and so rode home in his waggon, and Frier 
Rush never went forth againe with his master. 



How the Priour ninde Frier Rusii Sexton among the 
Friers, and how lie charged him to gise him know- 
ledge how many Friers were abseot from Mattins at 
midnight, aud what they ivece. 
WuBN the Prior ivaa come home, liee made Frier Rush 
sexton of the church, and liis office ivaa to ring the bell 
and to light the candles, and to cal the Friers to Matlina 
at mid-nighc, and aUo the Prior commaunded Rush and 
charged him, that he should take good heede that there 
were none of the Friers absent from Mattins, and if there 
were to give liiin knowledge thereof, theu saide Rush to 
his master t Sir all your comiDaundemcntshalbe fulfilled, 
and ao they departed. And within liree or foure uights 
after. Rush espied certaine of the Friers that were 
absent, and he inarked them well, and ou the morrow 
after he presented them to the Prior, and anuon the 
Prior caused them to come before him, and gave 
them a check, for their being absent j in a little lime. 
Rush had presented them all which CBOSed the Prior to 
be greatly offended with them : when they perceived 
that Rush had made such complaints against them, ihey 
had him in much diadaine, but they eould not amend it : 
for hee had them in such great fearc, that never after 
they durst be absent, but \vell was hee that might be 
first in the Quier. When Rush perceived the Fryers 
had him in so great feare, he devised to doe some 
mischievous thing among them ; and upon a night, a 
little before he should ring to Mattins, he ivent and 
brake doivne the alairea of the Dorter, and when lie had 
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*o dose, he went and rung to Mattins, and Ughted the 
lamps aad candles in the church, and went into the 
Dorter, and called up the Fryers, and so came and sate 
at the staiies foote as he was wont to doe ; he had sitten 
riiere hot a while, but anon there came one, who thoofi^ht 
BO hnrt hut to £roe soberly into the Quieras he was wont 
10 doe, and when he came to the staires downe he fell, 
and had a menrailous great fal : then said Rush, thou art 
one. Pk^esently there came another, and likewise downe 
he fell and had a sore fall, thou art two, said Rush. 
Aboq came the third Frier, which had a mio^htie great 
hellie, and was a grosse man, and he made ^reat hast, 
for he feared that he should have been last, and when he 
came to the staires, downe he fell on his fellowes necks, 
and he was so great and so heavie, that almost he had 
misrhieTed his fellowes that lay under him : thou make^t 
three sa^d Rush. And with that there carae seaveo or 
eight t:>geiher, and downe they fell all at once. Softiv 
masters for shame, said Rush, ye come too many at 
once, ye were not wont to be so hastie, but now Ipwceive 
\v»»ll ye would deceive me, and one would excuse the 
other, and therefore ye come so thick to blind me in my 
ta!e : How should I now give account to the Prior of 
them that be absent? Surely I oannot tell, but now 1 see 
\»Tell. ye l>e too subtil for me, I would some other man 
liad mine otSce, and made as though he had beene verie 
angrie with them. Then the Fryers, such as could goe, 
though it were to tht^irpaines, rose upagaine, and limp- 
ing weiit into the Quier, and they that fell first and lay 



ua<1er, were Bore hurt and could net ^ae, and specially 
the Frier witli the ^reat belly -. yet ncverthelesae, Ihey 
crept intu Che Quier, as well as they c:ou1d. And when 
they were nil assembled tof^ether in tlic Quier, each of 
them complaltied to other of their );reat hurts, and so 
tliey began Alattins : who bad beene there, Eliould have 
heard a heavle song and a sad, for tliey ivere not merrie 
in their hearts, their painea were so ^reat. When. Mat- 
tins was done, lliev tliat ciiuld goe, went up a^aine into 
their lodgings, and tbey that could not goe, lay still iu 
the Quier all night : Un tbe morrow, word was brought 
to the Prior of the great misfortune that vras fallen 
among the Friers at midnight ; for the whiirh misfortune 
the Prior \vae greatly displead^ed and angry in hia minde, 
and thought verily it was Rushes deede, for bee had 
done divers evill turnes before. Then the Prior sent for 
Rush to come speakc ivitb him, and when he was come, 
(he Prior said unto Ruah, bow fell this miefortimeto night 
among the Friers, that ihey be so sore hurt? Sir said 
Rush, 1 shall abeiv you, it ia not unknowne unto you, 
tb^t when you put me first into tliis office, ye eom- 
maunded me to give yon knowledge when any of my 
brethren were absent from .Maltins, anil ao have I done 
divera times, whereby many of them have beene shent 
and chidden !iy you, and for that cause, tbcy owe me 
evill will, ami fainc would have uie out of thia oflice, if 
they wist how. And for to accompliah their desire, ami 
to cause you to be displeased with mee : I shall shew 
you what Ihey have done this niifht. Sir ii is sii, that 
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wben the time wms cocie» I mn^ to MattiDS and lighted 
caiMlie.«» and made all things readie, aod whea I had so 
done I went into the Dorter to every man's sell and 
called them up, then I went and stoode at the staire 
Ibote, for to tell them as the j came downCy as I was ac. 
customed to doe, ami to knowe who came to Mattins, 
and who did not, and for spite that I should not redLon 
them, thcj came all on a duster, and for hast the one 
thrust the other downe the staires, and he that had the 
greatest bell j, had the hardest &11 ; now if they hurt 
thenwelres, what might I doe mth all ? And when the 
Prior had heard the words of Rush, he wist not what to 
say, but for to royde all tribulations and misfortunes 
that might fall in time to come, he put Rush out of his 
office, and set him in the kitchin agune, and when he 
was there all alone, he laughed to hiroselfe and said- 
this enterprise is well brought to passe, and I have made 
a good souse thereof to the Prior, yet will I doe more ere 
I depart out of this place. 

How Rush went forth a sporting, and was late forth, 
and how in his way comming home, he found a 
cowc, which cowe hcdevided into two parts, the one 
halfc hre tooke on his necke and carried it with him, 
and the other halfe he left still : and how soone be 
had made it ready for the Friers suppers. 

It befell upon a time that Rush when all his businesse 
was done in the kitchin, he would goe forth into tlie 
countrey to sport him aud to passe the time with good 



company : aa liee walked tin hla ivay, his chaunce waa 
to come into a villag'e, which was two or three mile from 
the place where hee did dwell, and when Ijee waa entred 
into the village, hee looked round about him in ever; 
(corner to fintle out some company to make merrie 
withall : and at the last, espied an alehouse, and in he 
entred, anJ there hee found g-ood felJowes playing at 
cardea, and drinking', and made cheare : then Rush 
made obeysance to them, and sate downe among them, 
and dranke ivith the players, and afterward he fell to 
play, and v/a^ as merrie as any man in the company ; 
and so long- he played and p:tssed the time, that cleane 
hee had forgotten what he bad to doe at home, and the 
day went faat away, and the night approached. Anon 
Rush looked up and perceived that it was almoat night, 
remembrcd himselfe that there was nothing readie at 
home for the priora supper and covent, and it was 
almost supper lime, wherefore he thonght it waa time 
to depart thence, so he payed fur his drinke and tooke 
his leave, and liotneward he went, iind in his way he 
found a fat cowc grasing in the field, and sodaialy he 
dcvided her into two parts, and the one halfe he left 
lying there still, and the other halfe he tooke on his 
neckc and carried it home, and quickly hee made it 
ready; some he put in the pot, and some upon the spit, 
and he made a great fire and set oti the pot, and layd to 
the spit : and he made niervailous good pottage, and 
roated the nieaie very well, and he made such apeede, 
that every thing was ready by the hour 
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Ko* to supper, whereof the Prior and all the Friers had 
freat nienraile, that he had wade every thingf readie so 
aoone, aad was so well done ; for thej knew that it was 
late ere he came home : for some of the Friers had 
beene in the kitchin a little befare, and saw neither 
cooke nur fire, nor any thinfr prepared toward supper 
wherefore they gave great praise to Rash, and said he 
v.ms very qu'.cke in his office. 

How a Fanner of the Priors sought his Cowe, and how 
he was desolated by the way homeward, and was 
faine to Ive in a hollow tree : and of the vision that 
he had. 

There was a poore husbandman, dwelling there beside, 

which was a farmer of the priors : the which poore man 

had a cowe abroad in the fields, that was accustomed 

every night to conie home at a certaine houre, and never 

failed. Ami at the last a mischauoce fell unto her, for 

Frier Rush had slaine her as she stoode in the field, and 

9o shee failed of her comming home at her houre as shee 

was woout to doe- And when the poore man sawe that 

his cowc came not home, he thous^ht in his minde it was 

not well with her, so foorth he went in an evening for to 

secke his cowe, and so long he travailed about in the 

fields, that at the last hee found the one halfe of his 

cowe lying there : but the other halfe was cleane gone, 

and shee was so cleanly divided in two parts, that hee 

imagined in his minde that it was not possible to be 

done (but) by man's hands, for if any wilde beasts had done 



it cliey u'Oiild have spoyied Clie flesh ; ao hee returned 
homeward agnioe, and ere hee came at the lialfe way, 
the ni^bt was so darke that he could not see which ivay 
he went, and so faee went out of his way, and house 
could he <in(le none: and at the last he came to an. 
hollow tree wherein he sate him downe, thinking there 
to take his rest all night, and he had not aitlen there 
but a while, but anon there assembled a company of 
Devils, and ainon^ them they had a great priticipall 
natster whose name was Lucifer, and he was the first 
that spalie : and the first that was called was a Devill, 
named Bclzahuh, and with a loud voyce, lie said 
unto him, Bclzabub what hast thou done for nsf Belza- 
buh answered and said, Sir I hare caused debate and 
Strife to fall betweene brother and brother, insomuch 
the one hath slainc the other : that is well done said (he 
mwiter DeviU, thou shall be well rewarded for thy 
labour. Then fourth he called another DeTill, named 
Incubus, and deinaunded of him what he had done i 
Sir, said Incubus, I Ijave caused great debate and strife 
to fall between two lords, through l!ie wliich they have 
had great warres, and many men have heene slaine ; 
then said the maister Devill, thou art a true servant to 
lis, thou elialt be well rewarded for thy great labour and 
paine. Tlien said the great maister unto another Devill 
uamed Norpell, what hast thou done for us I Sir, Gaid 
Norpell, I have beene among players at the dice and 
carder, and I hare caused thom to aweare many frreat 
nailies, and the one to flea the other : and alsn ' ' 
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caused detmte and strife to hlL betweene man and wife, 
and caused the wife to cut her husband's throat : that 
was well done said the master, thou shalt be well re- 
warded for thy labour. Then foorth came another 
Devill named Downesnest, and said. Sir I have caused 
two olde women to fi^ht so sore together, and to beat 
each other about the head, that their eyes flew out : 
that was we)l done sud the master Devill, with much 
thanke thou shalt be well rewarded for thy labour. 
Then foorth Mrent Frier Rush freshly, and with a grood 
courage, and said : Sir, I am in a religious place, and 1 
governe the priour and his covent as I will '^myselfe, 
and they hare me in great love and favour ; for I doe 
them many great pleasures, and I have brought them 
(aire wenches every man one when they lust, and divers 
times 1 have caused debate and strife to fall amoo^ 
them, and I have made them staves, and caused them 
to fight stifly together, and to breake each others heads, 
and their armes and legges, and yet will I doe more 
among them ere I depart out of the place, for I shall 
make so great debate and strife among them, and the 
one shall flea the other, then they shall come and dwell 
with us in hell, and burne in perpetuall fire without end.^ 
Then said the maister Devill to Rush, if thou have done 
as thou hast said, thou liast done well thy part, and I 
pray thee be diligent thy selfe about thy businesse, and 
stirre them to sin, and specially to these three, that is 
to say, wrath, gluttony, and lechery, and briefely to 
make an end of thy enterprise, and slip it not : and 



ivlien thou hast done, i:oiiic home, and thou ahcJt be 
higlily exaiteil and well rewarded for thy great labour 
and paine. When Rush had tolde his tale, the great 
loaifiter Devill conimanded every Devill to gae hia way 
and doe the be^t he could, and thus they departed, 
GOinc tvcnt one way and some another, and thus they 
were scattered abroad in the world, to Rnish and make 
an end of llieir enterprises that they had taken in hand. 
And when the poore husbandman wliich sate in the 
tree, sawe chat all the Devills were departed and gone, 
he reioyced in his heart and was right glad thereof, for 
as long as they were there, hee was ever in great feare 
and dread, and hee was afrdd that they should have 
aeene him there, and ever he prayed unto almighty God 
to he his guarJ, and save him from that foulc and cvill 
favoured company of Devils, and to send him the light 
of the day that he were gone out of that place, for hee 
was weary that hee aboede there so long, and oftentimes 
he looked up, to see if hee could perceire any light of 
the day whereby he migiit see to depart thence, for till 
then he durst uot once stirre out of that place, for he 
feared that they had beenc there Etill. Then within a 
while after, llie day began to appeare, and when hee 
perceived that, anon he started up and looked round 
about him abroade in the fields, and when he perceived 
that there was nobody stirring he thanked almighty 
God, that he was so preserved out of lliat great ieopardy, 
anil so departed. 
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How the Farmer which lay in the Tree came unto the 
Priour on themorowe after, and tolde him the wordes 
that hee had heard, and the words of Frier Rush, 
and that he was a very Devill. 

As soone as the day be^an to apeare the poore Farmer 
arose out of the tree, and tooke his way streig^ht to the 
Priour, and he would never rest till he had spoken with 
him ; and when he was come to his speech; anon he 
saide : Sir, this ni|(ht hath fortuned to me a great ad- 
venture: how so saide the Priour? sir, yestemiprht late 
in the evenioj^, I walked foorth in the fieldes to seeke a 
cowe which I have missed this foure or five dayes, and 
so lonj;* I wandered abroad, till at the last I founde the 
one halfe of my cowe, but the other halfe was g'one; 
and as I woulde have retarned home a^ine, I was be- 
nighted, so sore that I lost my wave : then I wist oot 
whether to goe, but Bpying a hoUowe tree, 1 sate mc 
downe, thinking there to take my rest till the day 
appered againe : and I had not sitten there but a while, 
but instantly there was assembled a great company of 
Devills, which made a marvailous great noise, whereof I 
was sore afrayd. They had among them a great master 
named Lucifer, who called all the rest to make a reckon- 
ing of all their service they had done since they departed 
out of hell : there 1 heard many marvellous tales. At 
the last, foorth came Frier Rush, then saide the great 
master Lucifer unto him. Rush, what hast thou done 
since thou departed out of hell ? and he answered, that 



he had ruled fou, and all your covent, and causeij you, 
to ubiilij and figlit, and were never iu unitie and peace 
among yaur selves ; and he auid he liad caused you to 
live vicidufly, and yet he saide he would doe more ere 
he departed oiit of this place, for he will cause you to 
kill each other, and then you should be datnued in hell, 
both budie and soule. And so everie Devill departed 
and went about their buaines. Wherefore lake heede, 
for he ia a verie Devill. And when the Priour had beard 
the wordea of the FartiiiT, he thanked him for his Isbor 
and ao they departed, the Farmer went home to hia 
houae, hitt i he Priour was marvellously abashed at the 
vrorda of the Farjner, and went into hia chamber and 
was much grieied in his harte that lie had 30 leudly 
misordered himsclfe agunit hia Lord God, and with 
great coiitrition he kneeled downe upon his knees, and 
asked almighty God mercie, and forgiveness for the 
great and greevous offences that he had committed and 
dnnn against him, and that he had so vildly misused the 
order of his religion. And when he had thus done, he 
departed out of his chamber and iveiit into the cloister, 
and caused all hia brethren to come together, and when 
ihey were all assembled, the Priour told them everie 
worde as the husbandman had told him, and that Hush 
was a verie Devill, and no earthly creature; at the which 
they were sore astonished, and ivere right sorry ia their 
hartes, that they had followed him so much in his 
minde, and done after bis counsailc, and were heavy in 
their hcartes for their jrreat andabhojninftbie nianesthat 
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tkaf imi «*MaiRcd *od dane, ud Trith great ci 
■^■7 kMcM 4owne npon iltdr kaees, bdiI desired 
itmi^lf God far gnn uid pudoo. Tbeo tbe Prioni 
^■Md cnry aMo u fidi to eootetnpluion anil praier. 
IWk iMnk ihej 1TCDI ud did the I^ionn coamsimde- 
■m. and bfidelt made them reidy. and u-eai tu 
ynyv all M once- And when they were come ta ikr 
■iMat «f llNii MrriM, tlie Prioar departed out of tlm 
(kanli lad wtu to tke kiichin, wheria he found Aii<ii 
«WMWllM*i«riebuf i llieo the Priourrommanadcd 
hi» I* nnd itiU, aad by nttue of almighlie QoA aml«f 
■■ iht caapwit of heoreo, Le coiuured Rush inlo lie 
&MM «f • h«ne, and rammatmded faim to go< ud 
mmi U (fc* pie in the same place that lie Ibwd in 
■fcM ha cane tbetlier int. ud to stand there till ler- 
tieo aw iomt. m foarth tvent Rush ia tUe likenu of > 
kme, aad *lood at the guc as the Priour had t< 
■■■ailid In. And vhe* senice was done, the i^ 
mi Ui iRthMS <Te«l to the x*i« la see what case It 
■M !• 1 Ml «Wa Ibe; vert tome Ihether they fens 
Um aliaCaf in Ac likeiKi of t horse. Then ll 
tmmmtittVmt* wimt cnteai be came into their plae^J 
ami rtry W aried tkcn ae loog ? Syrs said Bosb. 1 
OM* Wlbtr M esaae jwi W do bU niichife as is afon-l 
■id. a»d y«t I ■vail ban daoe more ere 1 had ftmt I 
laMti far I wooUhBR catued yon lo flaye other, and I 
la k« fc i BBtd hotk kadie a^ Ktnle. And when (bef 1 
h«l kaui Ike Bwda «f ibnk, erary man held np hii I 
kaala nd ikufced aUffciy God, that tliey had u 



escaped that great misfortune, Tlieii Rush deaired the 
Priour licence to depart thence, and promiaed that he 
would never more come ihere, nor doe any man more 
hurt ; upon thai condition the Priour gave him leave to 
depart. Thus Rush departed from the place, and the 
Friers went to their cloyater, and lived there Bolitarie 
and chast ever after, and served almightie God better 
than ever (hey did hefore. 

The Lamentation that Rush made when hee was de- 
parted out of the house of Religion. 
When Rush was hauiahed out of tlie house of Religion, 
and was turned into the same likeoesse that he was, 
then he wandrcd abroad in the worlde with an heavie 
heart, and these ivorda he said : Alas, alas, what shall 
I doe, I wote not now whether to goe, for all my seven 
yeres labour is lost. And as he wandred about, hy 
fortune he met with hia master Lucifer, but he would- 
not have seene him by hia will : nevertheles his maister 
espied him quickly, and said to him Rush what tyding^ 
with thee ! Sir said Hush, I have lost all my labour 
that I have gone about this vii. years. How so, aaide 
his Maister? Sir, I ahall shew you said Rush. The last 
time that we were asaembled together, there was a 
poore man lay in an old tree hard beside us, and he 
heard all that we said : and when we were departed, he 
aroae and went unto the Priour and sheived him alt that 
we saide, and specially the wordes that 1 had spoken, 
and so all my labour ia lo£t, andl am banished that place. 
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ami a rw hrvt aaa» che iicU» aad becuae 
fmmui fii i tiU Ui ce«aiBar Wmm tm Smd/ct, 

iia lh: i Mceil riil jc 'inake. to ihtt intent ht should 
art* n -31* JKuie^ ^«t amniax to ai^t : ske vroald 
iiic i3xfi*r i;in :j Lfoe & «en«at or to liar« abt oiinner 
tf bcrf^ ite «ae «» ifnSfte tk&t if th«\ shoaid bare a 
^^s^-muL uf^ Mcrso» ia«i«l<l be knowen, snd the f^d- 
ndj ui »r**t III*: Ef W »ho«l'J take a serrant, that he 
witLJt xo.*^ ?a- l.n:tf Ii« ta tarrie tkere . for the Denll 
ln3ia«:L5« ^:*iji ^"^ ttetirt the ckidinif and brawlionf of 
7>jg vi^Bu : ^5 wiSHi BMaaes ske kept her husband 
w^SbJos a i<rrLiz a loc* tirae : for *ke koew well, that 
u JMLZ ^'i*tT i:i5Vaad vos ia the feeld, the Priest and 
iiT * tbeir meetia^, bat at length she was 



tRush came to a HuabandmaD (labouring in the 
eld} and desired to bee eutertained into his service. 

an travailing' up and down, came lo a Husbandman 
who was laboiiring in the field, beln^ all alone, and 
spake these wordes unto him ; Rest you aieric sir, me 
thinks you take ijreat paiues to worke so sore your aelfe : 
will it please you to eniertaine a servant ! I am a poore 
youn)( man and am out of senice, and I an very 
willing to serve you if you please; and I trust to doe 
you auch service, as shall tie to your good content; 
The busbandmau answered him, aad saide ; young man, 
I would gladly give you entertainment, but my wife 

I never he pleased with any servant that shall come 
into my house : Sir said Rush let me alone, for I shall 
□ worke the matter, that my dame shall he well pleased 
with me : well said the buabandman, tarry with me till 
I have done my busines, and thou shale goe home with 
roe: when he had finished his dayes worke. Rush went 
home with him, they were no sooner come into the 

se, but the wife eapyiug Rush, she began to gloome 
and to lookc niervuilous angerly at him : which the good 

n perceiving, he said unto her, dame, I pray thee to 
be contented, thou knowest well inough that 1 have 
more labour to doe. then 1 am able to make an end of 
alone, and therefore I have liyred this young man to 
help me : when his wife heard those wordes, she was 
tnore angry then before, and began to hraule and scotde 
as if the Devill had bene in her, and said unto him : 
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what a Tengmace needest thou to take a seirant ? thou 
art able inough thy selfe to doe all the bonnes that we 
hare to doe, and wfa j should we take more charge upon 
■s then we are able to beare ? but I now peicd?e thou 
art given to lazines, and hast little minde to work thy 
•eife : when the good man heard her so highly displeased, 
he said, dame, I pray thee be contented, the young man 
IB honest, and he hath promised me to be a good ser- 
vant ; yet for all these speeches she would not be paci- 
fyed, but brawled still : when Rush perceived her great 
impaciencie, he said unto her, dame 1 pray you be con- 
tented, and be not angry with me, for you shall have no 
cause, my master hath hyred me but for a while, upon 
a tryall, and 1 trust, in that time, so to behave myselfe, 
as to give you both content ; and when my time commeth 
out, if you like my service you shall have it before any 
other whatsoever ; if not, I will be very well content to 
depart. When the wife heard Rush speake so resonably, 
iUe pacify ed her selfe, and said no more ; which caused 
the ^ood man to be very glad, and so she set them to 
2»upper, and as they sate at meate,Rush demanded of his 
master what be should doe the next day ? his master 
answered, thou must rise early and goe to the field, and 
make au end of that which I was about this day -, (which 
ivas a threat dayes worke) so when they had supt they 
went to bed. Early in the morning Rush arose and 
went to the field, and wrought so lustily, that he had 
done his worke betimes ; for when his master came to 
bring him his breakfast, all his worke was finished, 



vvbereat his maalcr liail ;rrcat marvaile ; then they eate 
downe to breakfast, wbicli licinjj eiide<l they went liome, 
and <Iid sucli thingcs &s were there to bee dooet when 
his dame aawe that lie had so soonc ended his biisinee, 
she thouji^ht that he ivas a prolitaliie serrant, und sud 
little but let him alone. In ihe evening Ruah de- 
mauniltd of his master what hee should doe the next 
morrovr ? his muster appointed him twice so much as 
hee did the day before, which Ruah refused not, but ^t 
up earely in the morning, and went to the Geli), and 
ftbouC his wurke j so snone as his master was ready, he 
tooke his man's breakfast and came to the Held, tliinking 
tohelpeRueh; [hut he waa no sooner come from his 
house but llic Priest came to see his \yife, and presently 
ahee made ready some good meate for them to be merry 
withall, and whyle it was a dressing, they sule sporting' 
toother, who had beeiie there should have seene many 
loriu^ toucliCB,) And when Ihe goodman came to the 
field, he found that Ru?h had done all that which he 
uppointed, whereof !ie had prcat marvaile ; then they 
sate doivne to lireakfast, and as ihey sate together. 
Rash beheld lits master's shoooe, and perceived Chat for 
fiinlt of g'reasing ihey were very hard : then said Rush 
to his master, why are not your shooea better greased, 
I marvaile that you can goe in them, they be so hard i 
have you no more at home? Yes, said his master, I 
have another payrc lying under a great chest at home in 
my chamber. Then said Rush I will goe home and 
grease them that you may put tbem on to-morrow ; and 
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M be mlkcil homeward merrily and sung by the nsji 
And when hr ujipruached tieare the house he Mug ont 
Hfy loaile t with that his dame loolied out at the nin- 
iIdw, and percclted that it vtai her servant, ihee tatd 
saio the Prieai, alas, \y\M shall we doe ? our Hrvant 'a 
cwne honie, aod my hueband ivill not be long after, and 
<rilh lUl (he thnul the meale ioto the oven, and all thW 
ma upun the table. Where shall I hyde me sud ibr 
Phot } Goc Into the chaoiber, and creepe under thi 
fivAt cho't anioDg the ulde thoone, and 1 (hall co(« 
jna, and so he did. And when Rush uns come into tb 
bouc hi« dame aaked him ivhy ho came home to Monel 
Rush anawered aiid »aid. I haTe dune all my buainea 
Uid my muter commaumled me to come home ul 
pcue hi« ihoime. Then he tvenl into the chunlN 
ud looked under the cheM, and thcr« bee found the 
PrlMt, and he looke him by the heeles and drew him 
out, and Bud, thou whoreson Priest, what doost ibon 
heere f With that, the Prie«t held up bis hand^ ui<! 
cryed him racrey, ami desired hira to save hta honeity, 
and hee would never more come Iher« ; and so Rash 
lei him Koe for that once. 

How Ruih came home to make cleanc ilie stable, and 

how bee found the Priest under the mmmi^er covered 

with straw. 

Within a while after this foresud Priest b^an to 

«ks warme, and thought once againe to adTentnrc 

jE ud goe 10 the husbandman's bouse. Wien h( 



^ 



perceived ihat the goodinan andRuah his aertrant was in 
the field a labouring, hee ivent with all speed to llie 
house, and when he was eotered, the wife said he n'ag 
weicoDie, and made ready a ^uud <IUh of meats, and set 
it on the table before the Priest, then ahee drew drinke 
and sate duiviie beside him ; whu had beene there should 
have scene maoy wanton toyes between them two, and 
they had not siiten there long, but auon Rush came 
sin^ng homeward, and when she espyed him she was 
abashed and wist not what to doe but thrust the meate 
.into the oven as she did before. I'iiea said the Priest 
where sliall I hyde rne i come ivUh me, said [be wife, 
into the stable, and L'reepe under the muuiigcr, and I 
shall fover you with straw, and tary there till he be 
gone agaitie, and then she turned againe Into the house 
where she found Rush her servant, and anon she de- 
maunded uC hlui why he came home so soone ? Rush 
answered, that he bud done all his btiaines, and he was 
come to make cleanc the stable, and when the wife 
heard that, ahee was sorry in her heart, for she doubted 
tliat be would finde the Priest againe. Then foortii 
went Rush into the stable, and tooke a great forke in 
Ilia band and began to shake up the straw : and when 
he came lo the beape that tbe Priest lay in, the which 
seemed tn him very great, yet neverthelcsae H^ih hii 
forke he took all up at once and bare it out of the dnore, 
and laide it on a great beape of raucke that lay there, 
and with his forke lie shaked the straw abroad, and 
when hee had shaken out a little, anon be was aware of 
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the Priest's gowne : then hee said, what a defill art 
thoa ? aod with his forke he tamed the heape, sad then 
hee perceived that the Priest was come aguac *. then 
with his forke he ^ve him three or fonre good dry 
stripes and said, whoreson Priest, what dost thou heere? 
thou promised me the last day never more to come 
heere, and now I see thou art a fidse Priest, but now I 
shall make an end of thee, and then shalt thou never 
deceive me more. And when the Priest heard him say 
so, he fell upon his knees and held up his hands, and 
prayed Rush to save his honour once againe and he 
would never come there more, and if he did then to doe 
with him what he would. 

Thus Rush let the Priest goe the second time. 

How Rush came home and found the Priest in the 
cheese-banket, and how hee trayled him about the 
tuwue. 

Then within u fortni^'ht or three weekes after the 
Priest tliought he was long absent from the husband- 
man's wife. And though it should cost him his life yet 
would he goe thither uoce again : and on a day he per- 
ceiving the goodnian was i^one to the field, he tooke his 
waye unto the house, and was so hasty, that assoone as 
he was entred into the house, hee caught the wife and 
would have imbraced her, but shee quickly got from 
him againe, and went and prepared good cheare for him, 
as shee was wont to doe; for they thought themselves 
sure enough for the time, but yet they were deceived, 



For when the ^oodmaii was come to the Setd, Rush had 
done all Lis business, Chen they aate <lowne, and bralce 
tlieir fast with bread and elieese : and as llicy aate eat. 
ing. Rush spyed a hayre in the cliceae, and then he said 
to his master, I trow ray dame would poyson us, or else 
she washeCh not the basket that the cheese lyeth in, be- 
hold it is all full of haires, I will goe home and wash the 
basket and make it clean : so lesving liis maater in the 
field and walking homeward, he sung merrily all the 
way. And when lie approached neare the huuae, the 
wife knew his voyce and perceived that he wascoiuming. 
Then wringing her hands she said unio the Priest, goe 
hyde you, or else you be but dead. Where shall I hyde 
ine said the priest ? Goe up iaio the chamber and leape 
into the basket that Langelh out at tbe window, and I 
eball call you when he is gone againe. Then anon in 
came Rush and she naked him wby he eame home so 
soone ? then said Rush, I have dune all my buainea is 
the field, and my master hath sent uic home to wash 
your cbeeae-baeket, for it Full of haires, and so he went 
into the chamber, and with his knife he cut the rope that 
the basket hung by, ajiU downe fell Priest and all into » 
great poole of water that was under the window ; then 
went he into the stable for a borse and rode into the 
poole, aud tooke the rope that hung at the basket, and 
tying it to the horses tayle, rode through the poole 
three or four times. Then he rode through the towne 
la cause the people to wonder at biui, and so came home 
againe. And all this while be made as though he had 
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knowne nothiDjir, but lookiojir behinde him, espyed the 
Priest. Then he alighted downe, and said unto him: 
Thou shalt never more escape me, thy life is lost, ^th 
that, the Priest held up his hands and said, heere is a 
hundred peeces of gold, take them and let me goe. So 
Rush tooke the golde and let the Priest goe. And when 
his master came home, he gave him thehalfe of his money, 
and bad him farewell, for he would goe see the world. 

How Rush became servant to a Gentleman, and how the 
Devill was coniured out of the body of the Gentle- 
man's daughter. 

When Rush was departed from the husbandman, he 
went abroad in the countrey, to looke if he could find 
any more adventures: and so long he travailed about, 
that at last he espyed a Gentleman's place, unto the 
which he tooke his way. And when he was come thither, 
as chance was, he found the gentleman walking up and 
down before his gate. And when Rush was approached 
neare unto him, he put off his bonet and saluted him 
saying : Rest you merry good Gentleman : Welcome 
said he : Sir, said Rush, I am a poore young man and am 
out of service, and faine would I have a good master. 
What countryman art thou said the Gentleman and from 
whence coinmest thou ? Sir, said Rush, I was borne 
farre hence and many a myle have I gone to seeke a 
good service, but none can I find. What canst thou doe 
said the Gentleman, and what is thy name ? Sir said 
Rush, I can doe any manner of thing that shall please 
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jmn to set rae onto, and Rotb ii my bbow. TWm Mai 
Ihe GeatlemaD uoto him : Ruk Orwj hten wiA me, 
anil 1 iTill retaiDe tbee into my Mnice- Wke» Rwli 
heard the GeatiemaD speakr so, bee thanked iam ■■!% , 
and tarryed there- Then ad the Gratl«iiaii nd i 
went (alking together, the Gcntlemao laid mM 1 
Rush limn hast trarailed farre and gone t 
alnuigc countries : eanst ihoa *be*« u 
any man, can eoninre a ^irit oat of 
Sir, said Rush, why aske yoa me that qtie«tioa ? I tkaU 
shew thee, said the Gentleman, I have a daagbter iriijek 
is a fuire young woman, hot she i^ sore troubled ia Iter 
minde, and as I suppose ihee halfa (ome DireU wilbw 
her body. Sir, said Rueh, I pray yon let me lee her, 
and I trust speedily to finde remedy for hfr. Then the 
GcnCleman brought Rush into the pUfcan-i «1 
his daughter. And ivben he aan- her be kaev wku ikt'm 
had ivithin her body : Anon he uid imlo the (i 
sir there U remedy enough for (hii. Well tnd tbeG«B- | 
tleman, if thou canst finde me aaj tfcM <aa beipe bci 
thereof, I will reward bim well for hk labaw, and Att 
also. Sir, I will shew you what ii to be imtK, there ia : 
place of religion a forty or fifty mile* hence, wbereio I 
was a servant a long time, and the Priour is a cunning 
man in that science : and I doubt not, but if he were 
heere even now she ebould lie holpen within this boure. 
When the Gentleman heard the words of Rush, he re- 
joyced in hia heart and was full glad of that good tydinga. 
And on the morrow after, the Gentleman sent hii serrant 



trilh his leiten unto tliat bouie of religion, ilMirin^the 
Priour to come and speake with bim- \Vlient)ie Priniff 
badrekd the Ueutlematri lellert, bd<I knew Eur what 
cause be wm Hmt for, Iif mwle him ready to ride witk 
the meiaentrer. Theo forth ihey rude, and tlie next dtj 
they arrived al (be Gcialeman'K place. V\'heD the Gea- 
llemau anderelood tliat the Priour was come, ho waa 
gtad and weut lo tlie gale, and with great reverence 
received the Priour, aud brought him into hii pli 
Then the Uentteman commanded his servant to till • 
cup of Wine, that the Priour and he might drinke ta> 
)^ether> And when tliey had drunke and refreibed 
themselves well, they ivalked foorth into a faire gwdeOa 
ftod then they commoned together of many things, 
wheti they had finished all their communications, the 
Geotlemaa said unto the Priour : Sir, the cause that yot. 
be come hither is this- It is so, that I have a youn^ 
Oeutlewomau to my daughter vfhich is grievously vexed 
and troubled iahermiDdc,andn!lsupposeshe bath soma 
wicked spirit in her body, and sir, it wits shewed me bf 
a servant of mine which was long servant in your 
[hat you could helpe her, Sir said the Priour what U 
bis name P The Gentleman said his name ii Rush. And 
when the Priour heard his name hee knew him wdl 
enough, and said unio the GenUeii.an, sir cause the tceor 
tiewoman (o come before nie and I truEi in AJmigb^ 
God, shortly to tindc a remedy for her, and when lb& 
Gentleman heard the Priour speakc eo, he was glad- 
in his heait, and eummandt-d iii all host to bring foorth 



liifi (laughter before the Priour ; and when she was come 
into his presence, lie cammanded her to kneele downe 
upon her knees, and also he commanded her father and 
her mother, and ail the company that tvere there 
present, in likewise to kneelc upon their knees, and pray 
nnto almighty God for the young Gentlewoman. And 
then he himselfe said ccrtaine prayers over her : then he 
lifted up his hand and btesseil her, and incontinent there 
fleiv B great Devill out of her mouth. And the Priour 
bound the Devill sa, that never after lie came there. 
Thus was the young Gentlewoman restored to her right 
minde and lieaItU againe. Then the Gentleman would 
have given to the Priour a great summe of money for his 
labour, but he would take none, but said unto the Gen- 
tleman : Sir, I have a new church in building, and I 
lacke lead to cover the roofe : and na it is informed me, 
this is a pleniifull countrey thereof. Wherefore sir, if it 
will please you to give me asmuch as shall serve me: I 
and my brelhern aliall bee your dayly beadsmen, and you 
shall be prayed for as long as the world eudureth. Yee 
shall have as mueb as shall serve you, said the Gentle- 
man: But bow will you doe for the carriage? Well 
inough said tbe Priour. Then the Gentleman brought 
liim to a great heape of lead, and bad him take asmuch 
as would serve him. Presently the Priour called foorth 
Rush and commanded him to take on his necke so much 
lead as would cover his church, and bear it home, and 
come againe i|uickly< So Rush tooke the lead on hia 
necke at once and carryed it home, and he was there 
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Rgain mthin halfe an houre. Then the Priour tooke his 
leave of the Gentleman and departed, commaunding 
Rush to bring him home also. Then Rash tooke him 
on his necke, and within one quarter of an honre he was 
at home. Then the Priour coniured Rush again into his 
owne likenesse, and commaunded him to goe into an 
olde castle that stood farre within, the forrest, 
and never more to come out, but to 
remaine there for ever. From 
which Devill and all other 
Devills« defend us 
good liord. 
Amen. 



. I 

i 

■ 

I 

I I 

i I 



J 



I 

'•i . 

I 

■» ' 
f 



ij I 



' 1 



: I 



•I 

i 
J 

it 



